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INTRODUCTION. 



TIfE art of I^etter Writing consistB in a proper expression of thoM 
ideas, on paper, which we should convey bjr convers^itibu to a person 
were he present ; hence it foHowa tiiat the more natural a letter is writ* 
ten the better it is. This remark applies particularly to those whicii are 
written to friends and relations upon ordinary topics, where no g'-cat 
degree of accuracy is n^raisite. But letters on business, or otl/er suIh 
jectB of importance should never be penned in a hurry, and ought ti> be 
carefully revised, in order to prevent those disagreeable consequences 
which n^oently arise Trom writing carelessly or in a pnssion. 

In tlie following selection of letters, the publisher hus endeavored to 
combine those a/lapted to every capacity; it is a mistHkcn notion to 
wppose that a chiU shows great talents by l>eing able to write a stifl^ 
formal letter to hit> parents, however good it may be in itself; it is alto- 
gether unnatural, and whatever is unnatural is disgusting. We expect* 
a child to write like one, and it makes him appear just as ridiculous to 
attempt any other style as it would to put on one of his father's coats. 

Agreeably to this opinion, we have commenced with Letters which 
chil<u%n might be supposed, and which would be consistent for them to 
write, and have followed them by others in diat degree in which we may 
BQppote the mind arrives at maturity ;^ among the latter are some finished 
epistles by a number of eminent inen. 

It^ must appear evident that the style of letters should always be in 
accordance with the condition of the person written to, and with tba 
subject written upon. For instance, to write to a parent in the tame 
manner th»t we would to a common acquaintance, or to address a per-* 
■on in distress in a strain of levity^ ik not only highly improper, but in 
the latter case, is an insult. 

In letters on business, people should endeavor to express their hxAU 
ments in as clear and concise a manner as postiible, because persons io 
business have not time to read long letters, and besides, too many words 
are apt to bewilder instead of informing. Many mistakes of importaoca 
occur from tlieir ambiguity of expression ; and yet, perhaps, he that uses 
it is endeavoring to render his meaning doubly plain by explanations. 

No precise rules fur epistolary writing can be given to any advantage. 
The most prominent are these : 

Think what you wish to say, and put it on paper in the words that 
most readily occur to ynur mind, ad ways euileavoring "to use propar 
words in proper places.** 
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In answering a tetter, always attend to any questions or inquiries S>r 
infonnatiun, which may have been ati.lreflsed to you by your correspon- 
dent, befure you proceed v/ith your- own thoughts and inkfrmation. 

In all letters strive to make your meaning apparent in as small an 
compass, as possible ; people frequently occupy a page witli liiat whidi 
might be couipi-ised in six lines. 

Avoid tile introduction of too many quotations from other aiitbors, 
particularly those in a foreign language ; it is a lidiculous alTecttation to 
write a Latin or French phrase when an English one wtiuld do just t\n 
well ; it is as bad as talking in the technical language in one's business 
to a person who knows nothing about it. 

Never use hard words unnecessarily ; nor particular words or phrasces 
too often : use as few parentheses as possible, it is a clumsy way of dis- 
posing of .a sentence, and often embarrasses the i-eader. 

Correct spelling and good grammar are so essential to fine writin^p 
tfiat the absence of them destroys the force of the best sentiments. 

Nothing is more generally admired than han.-lsome f)enmanship ; and 
although some physician?, lawyers and others may endeavor to excuae 
their bad writing by calling it imfashionable to write well apd Irgiblep 
depend upon it that it is an al>:iurd and unreasonable practice. 

If you write to a stranger, sign your, name fairly and in full; and 
direct your letter, if it goes by mail, with precision as to state, cowaty 
9ad town. 
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PART I. 
ON RELATIONSHIP. 

LETTER 1. 

JFVoin a young lad at a boarding-school in the country to his 
brother, an apprentice in New- York* 

DEAR CHARLES, 

Little roaster Billy Thompson is going to New-York tomorrow in 
the etage, ancV I bave sent this by him to you. We are ull well al 
school, and I have got as far as Ovid ; 1 have likewise gut through the 
rules of practice, of which I shall give you a better \iccount when I 
come to town on ihe fourth of July. . Dear brother, give my duty U> 
papa and mamma, and tell theiu I long to see tlieui ; I pray for iheni 
and you every day ; and I Ifave read over the Complete Duty of Man, 
which my mamma gave me. I spend an hour every day in reading Dr. 
Goldsmith's Roman History. Pray Charles, send me some books, for 
I am very fond of reading ; and a neat red pocket book, and I shall do 
mora for you wb«Q I leave school. 

I am your loving broiner. 

LETTER 2. 

The Brother'* Answer, ^ 

DICAR BROTHER, 

I received yourlcind letter, and am glad to hear you are well, as al- 
so of the progress you make in learning. I read your 'letter to your 
papa and mamma, and they are much (.leased \yith it. Bill Thompson 
dines at our house tomorrow, and he will bring you this. Your father 
has sent ycni three dollars ; and as you are ^o fond of l)0()ks, I have 
sent you Rollin's Belles Leltres. Mr. Austin, our priee<t, says, that al- 
though all sorts of history are useful, yet he thinks you shoidd begin 
with that of your own c^untrv ; and he has sent you a present of Gor- 
don's History of America, t have sent you the pocket book, and some 
Other things, which you will fin(| sealed up in the parcel. We ail bog 
Utat you will continue to persevere us you have i^egun, in an uniform 
OQurw of virtue. 

I am, dear brotlier, yotus a^ectionately. 
1* 
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LETTER 3. . 

From a young Miss to ker Parents. 
1 HOPE that ray dear papa and mamma wil'l excuse th^ i^A r 

the writing of this letter whpn th^« «»...n u i ®^*^"^® "»e badness of 
this is „y W attmpt since I h^ '^ '^^^^^'> ^l»« 

I have Ic/ng been anxLs to ha 4 iie nleasurt^^^^^ "^ ^u'"'^" '*^&^^'^^- 
you, and £g you will be Dlea^.r?, L.!^, .[^ ^ H'"^ p'^^e to write to 
As my constlJt study eve? hafbL^n «nT "• '"^ ^.'•«^^"«»«^»e oO^ring. 
vinceyouhowmuchVa7,'^^^X:^^^^^^^^^ '^ ^' ^^ -- 

Your must aftbctionate and dutiful daughtei-. 

LETTER 4. 
Prom the same to her Parents on another occasion ' 

™»t eLe,Uy'.o wi»hZa„d'i» Particular'"'""''"' ^""^ '^"""^ '»'• 

Your most humble and dutifal daughter. 

LETTER 5. ^ 

Froma young Miss to her Brother in the country 

DFAR WILLIAM, . *• . 

You seem to make good the old nrovwh «n.t* «r i u. 

your affectiun fiom me, that I do not c™e do„„ „ii '» »'H>drawing 
W. AsfuryourselfJfy„uVe?ewlchT.heXh'':fi;y^ 

forgive aU that U p^'l^J.'.^^^i,:^:^;^^.^' ' ^^ '»»''"^ 

Your most affectionate tister. 



DKAR SISTER, 



LETTER 6. 
-<4n*wcr to the preceding. 



uu oi reaaing a« 1 am^and I beber* love» you on 119 account ; i,' 
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5t tiien possible my sister caa be Uispieaaetl with on« so amiable. 1 iltij 
Tiot tell her what you threatened her with : but I i^m yure, were vou to 
come here on that errand, instead of pulling her cap, you would em- 
brace and love her. As to what you say rcspecfing your little tongue, 
1 promise you I do not wish to come within, reach of the sound of it, 
uhfn anger sets it in motion. As this is tlie only thing which can ren- 
der my sister less a^'ecable, I ^lall be very cautious to avoid settins the 
little alamm in motion, especially when I shall pay you a visit. I nave 
bought you a most brilliant doll, which I shall bring up witii me when I 
come to Hudson. Your most a&ctionate brother. 

LETTER 7. 

JFYotn a Brothtr to a Sister in the country, upbraiding her for 

being negligent in wriiing. 

MT DEAR SISTER, 

I write to you to acquaint you how unkindly we all take it here, that 
you do not wiite oftener to us, in relation to your health, diversion, and 
emplovments in the country. You cannot* be insensible how much you 
arc beloved bv us all ; judge then if ^ou do well to omit giving us th« 
mtis&ction absence affords to true friends, which is. often to hear from, 
one aoo^er. My mother is highly displeased with you, and says you 
are a very idle girl ^ray aunt is of the same opinion, and I would fain, 
like a loving brother, excuse you if I could. Fray, for the future take 
care to deser\*e a better character, and by writing soon, and often, put 
it in my power to say wliat a good sister i have < for ^ou sliall always 
fi&d me. Your Uiuat nttectiunate brother. 
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LETTEK 8. 
JfVom the Daughter to the Mother, In excuufor her neglect. 

HONORED MADAM, 

I am aShamed I sAved to be reminded of my duty by my brother's 
kind letter. I will offer no excuse for myself for not writing oflener, 
though I have been strangely taken up by the kinJncss and favor of 
your good friends here, particularly my aunt Willet : for well do I know 
that mjr duty to my h<;nor<'d mother ought to take place of ail other con- 
siderations. All I beg tiierefure is, that yuu will be so good as to for* 
give me, on promise of amendment, and to procure forgiveness also of 
my aunt Greenough and all -friends. Believe me, madam, when I say 
^ that no diversions here or elsewhere shall make me forget the duty I 
owe to so good a mother, and such kind relations ; and that I shall ever 
be Your gratefully dutiful daughter. 

P. S/ jVIv auot and cousins desire their kind love to yon, and due 
respects to all friends. 

LETTER 9. 
From a Father to his Son at school, 

MT DEAR CHILD, 

I could not give a more convincing proof of mjr affection for yon, than 
IB lobmiHing to send you to so great a dist,an(s« from me. I prefiirrtd 
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your advantage to my owd pleasure, and sacrificed fondness to duty. I 
should have dune this sooner, but I waited till niy inquiries had found 
out a person whose character might be responsible for your education ; 
and Mr. Batchelder was at length luy chuice for \hnX important trust. 
Your obedience, diei-efore, must be without murmuring ur reluctance ; 
tspecialiy when you reflect tliat a strict attention to his appointments, 
and an implicit compliance with his commands, are not only to form the 
rule of your safe conduct in ihiif life, but to be preparatory to your hap- 
piness in tlie next. With regard to your school connexions, it is impose 
■ibie for me to gixeyou an^ instructions at present. All that 1 shall now 
, Bay to you on this subject is, quarrel with no one, avoid meddling with 
the disputes of others, unless with a view to promote an accommodation ; 
and thoi%h 1 woald wish yoii to support the dignity of a youth, be nei« 
ther mean. nor arrogant. I have nothing more now to add, than to pray 
God to give you grace and abilities, and that your own endeavors' may 
fiC?oad the views of ' An affectionate iatUar. 

LETTER 10. 
JVom a Youth at school to his Father, 

BOVORED SIR, 

I am infinitely obliged to you, for the many favors you have bestowed 
upon me; all 1 hope is, that the progress I make in nW learning will be 
considered as some proof how sensible I am of your kindness. Grati- 
tude, duty^ and a vipw to my own future advantage, equally contribute 
to make me thoroughly sensible how much I ought to labor for my own 
improvement, and your satisfaction. I ■ have received the' books you sent 
Ibr my amusement. The Princes of Pernia 1 have almost finished, after 
which I shall peruse Mrs. Chapone's Letters on the Improvement of the 
Mind. The liberal allowance of money you have been pleased to make 
me, shall be applied in the best manner 1 am able. I am sure my dear 
fether will not censure me should 1 devote a part of it towards the relief 
of tlie wretched and onfortunate. Pray give my most dutiful respects to 
toy mother, my kindest love to my brothers ami sisters, and believe me, 
daar sir^ Your most dutiful and affectionate son. 

LETTER 11. 
JF^om an elder to a younger Brother at school, 

DEAR BROTHER, 

^As you are now gone from home, and placed in a very capital semi* 
nary of learning, I thougfit it not amiss ^o put you in minii, that childish 
amusements should be laid aside, and, instead of them, more serious 
thoughts imbiheil, and things of more consequence made the object of 
your attention ; wiiereby we mny add to the reputation of oiip* family, 
and gain to ourselves the good esteem of being virtuous and diligent. 
You may judge, in some measure, of ilie value of a good education, fi-om 
the unavailing lamentations you daily hear those make, who have fool- 
ishly shrunk from the difficuUies attending the various branches of scho- 
lastic education. What a difierence there is between an aged man of 
loaraini and one who totally neglected his education in his youth ! The 
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ibrmer, in the evening of his life, fiiirla a perpetual source of amusement 
io the knowledge he acquired iii liin early (htvii, an I his r()ni|>anv ia 
adtiiireditii I suiight by alLihob^e who wi^h to dMve undert^iairiiiig from 
tile knowle.ige of otluTi!, ini|^*'o\ed hy a lun^ life and |diilosophifal ex- 
perience ; l)n( the ignorant old iiniii is no company for hiiiuself, nor any 
one else, unless over a pitcher or a l).)Hlc, wdien the assistance of a pipe 
will be necessary to extuise his silen;'e. I kn<-vv you have tuo nuich good 
nature to be offenied at my advii!e, esfjecially whi-n I assin*e yon, that I 
as sincerely wish your happiness and advancement in life ris I do my 
own. We are all very well, thank (iod, and your friends desire to l;C 
remembered to you. Pray write as often as opp<irtunity and leistn'C 
will peimit; and be assured, that a letter from you will always give 
great Batisfactiun to yuur parents, and to 

Your affectionate brother. 

» _ 

LETTER 12. 
Prom an Apprentice to his Father in proite of his Master and family, 

BONORED SIR, 

I know it will he a {jrept sjitisfaction to you and my dear mother, to 
hear that I go on very happily in my b'isiness , and my master seeing my 
diligence, p«Us me forward, and encourages nie in such a manner that I 
have great delight in it, and hope 1 shall sinswer in time, your gdod 
wii^hes and expectations, and the in lulgence whi(di you have always 
shown to me. There is such good ordev in the family, as well on my 
mistress's part an my master's, that every servant knows his duty and 
does it wiili pleasure. So nmcli evenness, sedateness and regularity is 
observed in all they enjoin or expect, that it is impossible but it should 
be so. My master is an lumest, worthy man ; every body speaks well 
-of him. My mistress is a cheerful, sWeet tempered woman, and rather 
heals breaches than widens thein. And the children, after such exam- 

Iiles behave to ns all, like one's own brothers and sisters. Who can but 
ove such a family'? I wish when it shall please God to put me in sudi 
a station, that 1 may carry myself just us my master does; and if I 
should ever marry, have just such a wife as my mistress: and then by 
God's blessing, I shall be as happy as they are ; and as you, sir, and my 
dear mother have always been. If any thing can make me still happier 
tban I am, or continue to me my present felicity, it will be the continu- 
ance of yours and my good mother's prayers, for, honored strand 
madam. Your ever dutiful son. ' 

LETTER 13. ^ 

- Prom a Young Man to his Mother during his Apprenticeship, 

BONORED MOTHER, 

Your having retired to the country, has hindered me from writing to 
Yoa as often as I could wish. Ever since 1 was bound to Mr. Shepard, 
oe'has treated me with every indulgence, and I have endeavored to ac- 
quu'e the good will of all our customers. I know that you are so strait- 
eded in your own circumstances, as not to be able to afford me pocket 
t mott^y > but I have the pleasure to (ell you tliat Mrs. Howard ba^ takea 
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care, In that' particular, and generously supplied me from time to tioia. 
In eveiy part of my c^ aduct I shall endeavor to act conBistontly with the 
principFes of virtue, ^ffii am with the utmost respect and duty. 

Your affectionate aoa. 



LETTER 14. 

From a young Lady to her Mother. 

HONORED MOTHER, 

In my last I informed you that my worthy benefactress, Mrs.Walton, 
had been extremely ill ; I have the pleasure to assure you that she is 
DOW perfectly recovered. The happiness of m]^ present situation may 
be conceived, but it is not in my power to describe it. After we get 
up in the morning, the family is called together, to render thanks to we 
Almighty for his preserving theii& during the preceding night, and to 
implore his protection the remaining part of the day ; afterward we 
retire to breakfast. During the forenoon, we yo.ung ones walk into the 
garden, or the fields, whilst the good lady is employed in dispensing 
medicines to her poor tenants. At one o'clock we dine, and afterwards 
retire to the summer house, when each in her turn, reads some part of 
the best English writers, whilst tlie others are employed in needle-work. 
I have receiveci a letter from m'y brother, and am glad to hear he is 
settled in so good a family. I am, honored madam. 

Your affectionate and dutiful daughter. 

LETTER 15 

JProm a Young Man to his Father, desiring him to intercede with 
his Mast&r to take him again into his service, 

HONORED SIR, 

With shame, arising from the conscioXisness of guilt, I have presumed 
to write to you at this time. I doubt not but you have heard of the ir- 
regularities in my conduct, which at last proceeded so far, as not only 
to induce me to desert the service of the best of master», but to run in- 
to the commission of those vices that might have proved fatal to me; it 
was tlie allurements of vicious company that first tempted me to forsake 
the paths of virtue, and neglect my duty, in a family where I was treat- 
ed with the greatest tenderness. Fully sensible of my fault, I am wil- 
ling to make every reparation in my power ; but know not of any otli- 
er, than by acting diametrically opposite to my former conduct. Let 
me b^ m you, sir, to intercede with my worthy master to take me 
again mto his service, and hay whole future life shall be onccontinuied 
act of gratitudir 

Your affectionate though undutiful son. 



LETTER 16. 

TTie Father^ s answer, 

KT DEAR CHILD, 

If ever you live to be a father, yon will know what I feel for you on 
the present occasion. Tenderness as a pureui, resentment on account 
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of ingratftude, a real concern for yoar future happiaeM, and respect for 
the worthy man whose service you have deserted, all conspire together 




^,.«.- you have considered me as your enemy. 

master, and have just received his answer, a copy of which 1 enclose. 
Your master is willing again to receive you into his service, and I hope 
' that your behaviour will be correspondent to so much lenity. 

I am your affectionate father. 

LETTER 17. 

The Father** letter to the Master. 

MY WORTHY FRIEND, 

I have often written to you with pleasure, but alas 1 .1 am constrained 
at present to address myself tQ you on a subject I little expected. I 
have recently received a letter from my son, by which I am informed 
that he hax left your service through the instigation of evil company : 
his letter contains a penitential'acknowledgement of his offence, togeth* 
er with a declaration of his resolution to act consistently for the future. 
H^ has b^ged me to intercede with you in his behalf, and I know your 
humanity will excuse paternal affection. If you will Again receive the 
unhappy youth into your family, I have great n'eaaon to hope that his 
conduct will be equal to his promises ; and >t will confer a lasting obli- . 
(ration od an afflicted parent, and oblige 

Your sincere friend. 

LETTER 18. 

, The Matter** Answer, 

tIR> 

Ever since I first considered the state of human nature, or the differ- 
ence between right and wrong, I have always preferred mercy to the 
severity of justice. However reasonable your recyiest may be to your* 
self, yet to me it was really unnecessary. I am a father, -sir, and can 
feeC at least, part of what yon suffer. My resentment against the 
young man is less than my anxiety for liis happiness ; and were I safe 
of his adhering to an uninterrupted coarse of virtue, I should have moie 
real pleasure than his acquiring me the wealth of a nabob. 

In the mean time, that nothing may be wanting on my part, to make 
both him and you as happy as possible, all faults are from this moment 
forgotten ; my house is open for his reception ; and, if he will return, 
he shall be treated with the same indulgence as if he had never com- 
mitted any faalt whatever. I am your affectionate friend. 

. LETTCR 19. 

From a Mother in Union, to a Daughter at school in the country, 
recommending the pfiaetice of Virtue, 

vDSAR CHILD, 

Although we are separated in person, yet yoa are never afaBeat from 
my thoughts : and k is my continual practice to reoommead yoa to the 
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care of that Being, whose eyei are on all his crearare«, and to whom 
the secrets of all hearts are often ; but 1 have been somewhat alarmed 
because your two last letters do nut run in that strain of unaffected pi- 
ety a^ formerly. What, uiy dear, is the reason 1 Dtjes virtue appear 
unpleasant to you 1 Is your Ijenetic^nt Creator a hard task master, or. 
^re you resolved to embark in the fashionable fuilies of a gay, unthink- 
ing worlil 1 Ex<tuse me, iriy dear, I am a mother, and my c>oQcern for 
your happiness is inseparably c^)nnecied witlf my own. Perhaps 1 am 
mist'tiRen, and what 1 have considered as a fault, may be only the effu- 
sions of youthful gaiety. I shall consider it in that light, and be ex- 
ti'emely glad, yea, happy to find it so. U^ful instructions are never 
toij often inculcated, and, therefore, give me leave again to put you in 
mind of that duty the perfurmance of which alone can make you nappy 
both in time and in eternity. . 

Religion, my dear, is a dedication of«thn whole soul to the will of 
Go<l, and virtue is the actual operation of that trutli, which diffuses it- 
belf through every part of our conduct ; its consequences are equally 
beneficial as its promises : " Her ways are- ways of pleasantness and 
all her paths are peace." 

Whilst the gay, unthinking part of youth are devoting the whole of 
their time to fashionable pleasuret*, how happy ^hall I 1^ to hear, that 
my child was religious, without hypocritical austerity, and even gns 
Wtth innocence. Let me beg that you will spend at least one hourveacn 
,day, in perusing your Bible, and some of our best English writers ; and 
do not imiigine that religion is such a gloomy thing as some enthusiasts 
have represented ; no, it indulges you in all rational amusements, not 
Inconsistent with morality : it forbids nothing but what is hurtful. 

] lx;g Uiat you will consider attentively what 1 have written, and 
write to me as soon as possible. Your anxious motlier 

LETTER 20. 
The Answer. 

HONORED MOTHER, . 

1 am so much affected by the perusal of your kind parental advice, 
that i can scarcely hold the pen to write an answer; but duty to the 
best of parents obliges me to make you easy in your mind l)efore I take 
any rest to myself. That levity, so conspicuous in my former letters, is 
too true to be denied ; nor do 1 desire to draw a veil over my own folly. 
No, madam, 1 freely confess if, but, with great sincerity, I must at the 
•ame time declare, that they were written in a careless manner, with- 
out considering the character of the person to whom they were address* 
ed; I am fully sensible of my error, and, on all future occasions shall 
endeavor to avoid giving the least offence. The advice you sent me in 
your valuable letter, needs no encomium ; all that 1 desire, is, to have 
It engraven on my heart. My dear madam, I love religion, I love vir« 
tue, and 1 hope no consideration will ever lead me from those duties, in 
which alone I ex|)ect future happiness. Let me. beg to hear from yoa 
often, and I hope that my whole future conduct will convince the best of 
parents that I am what ahe wishes me to be. 

Your affectionate and dutiful dai^yhter 
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know that we never should have parted from yoti had it not been for 
your good. If }ou routinue virtuous and c>);liging, all the faaniiy will 
Jove and esteem you. Keep yourj^elf e ployevl as much as you <*aii, 
and be always ready to ast:ii3t your f<dl(iw-servants. Never speak ill of 
any body, but when you hear a bad story, ? y to soften it as much asyuu 
can ; do not repeat it again, but let it slip out of your mind as soon as 
possible. 1 am in great hopes that all tlie fuiiiily are kind to you, from 
tlie good character I have heard of them. If you have any time lo 
spare from your business I hope you will spend some part of it in read- 
ing your Bible, and the Whole Duty of Man. I pray for you daily, 
and there is nothing I desire more than my dear child's happmess. Re- 
member, that the more faithful you are in the discharge of yoiur duty as 
a servant, the lietter you will prosper if you live to have a fatnily of 
your own. Your father desires his blessing, and your brothers and sis- 
ters their kind love to you. Heaven bless you, my dear child, and coa* 
tinue you to be a comfort to us all, and parti(-ularly to 

Your affectionate mother. 

LETTER 29. 

JFVom an Uncle to his Nephew^ an appr^ntie^t on his keeping bad 

company, bad hours, ^c. 

DEA.R' NEPHEW, 

I am very much concerned lo hear, that you are of late falleii iutoba^ 
company; that you keep bad hours, and give great uneasiness to your 
master, and break the rules of his family. That when he expostulates 
with you on this accoimt, you return pert and i)old answers; and instead . 
of promising or endeavoring to amend, repeat the offence ; and have en-^ 
tered into clubs and societies of young fellows, who set at naught all 
ffood example, and make such persons who would do their duty, die sub- 
ject of their ridicule, as persons of narrow minds, and who want the 
courage to do as they do. 

Let me on this occasion expostulate with you, and set before you tlie 
evil of the way you are in. In the first place : what can you .aean by 
breaking the rules of a family you had bound yourself by contract to 
observe 1 Do you think it honest, to break through engagements into 
which vou have solemnly entered 1 Seven years, several of which are 
elapsecf, is not so long a lerm but that you may see it terminate before 
you are over fit to be trusted with your own conduct. Twenty -one or 
twenty-two years of age is fidl early for a young man to he. his own mas- 
ter, whatever you may think ; and yOu may surely stay till then at least, 
to choose your own hours, and your own company ; and I fear 'as you 
go on, if you do not mend your ways, your dis<*.retion will not then do 
credit to your choice. Remember you have no time you can call your 
own, durmg the continuance of your contract ; and must you abuse your 
master in a double sense : rob him of his time, especially if any of it be 
hours of business : rob him of his rest ; br^ak the peace of his family, 
and give a bad example to others 1 And all fur what 1 Why to riotm 
the company of a set of persons, who contemn, as they teach you to do, 
all order and discipline ; who, in all likelihood, will lead yon into gam- 
ing, drinking, swearing, and even more dangerous vices, to the unhing- 
ing of your miod from your' business, which must be your future support. 
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prosperity of the one, and the decay or failure of the other, (if their 
vain ways do not blast them before or as soon as tliey begin the world^ 
you'll find abundant reason every day to justify the truth of the observa- 
tions I have thrown together. As nothing but my aifection for you could 
possibly influence me to tliese expostulations, I hope for a prope*" effect 
from tliem, if you would be thought well of by:, or expect any favor from. 

Your loving uncle. 
P. S. Your master will, at my request, send me word of Uie success 
of my remonstrance. 

LETTER 30. 

An Uncle in answer to a Nephew's complaining of hardship in hut 

apprenticeship. 

DEAR NEPHEW, 

I am sorry you should have any misunderstanding with your master : 
I have a good opinion of hira, and am unwilling to entertain a bad one 
of you. It is so much a master's intercjit to use his apprentices well, 
that I am disposed to think that when diey are badly used it is oftener 
the effect of provocation than choice. Wherefore, before I give myself 
the trouble of interposing in your behalf, I desire that you will inquire 
of yourself, whether you have not, by some misconduct or other, pro- - 
yoked that alteration in your master's behaviour of which you so much 
complain. If, after having diliqently complied with this request, yea 
atisure me that you are not sensible of Jiavjng given cause of disgust on 
your side, 1 vvill readily use my endeavors to reconcile you to your mus- 
ter, or procure you another. J3ut if you find yourself blameable, it wi.l 
be better for you to remove, by your own amendment, the occasiqn of 
your master's displeasure, than to have me or any other friend, offer to 
plead your excuse, where you know it would be unjust to defend you. If 
this should be your case, all your friends together could promiise your 
better behaviour, indeed ; but as the performance must even then be 
your own, it will add much more to your character to pass through your 
whole term, without any interposition between you. Weigh what I have 
here said; and remember that your future welfare depends greatly on 
your present behaviour. I am your loving kinsman. 

LETTER 31. 
From a Mother to her Son on the same subject, 

MY DEAR SAMUEI., /^^"> 

You cannot imagine howwrry I was to hear that your master and you 
do not agree so well as I could wish. I was always afraid you would 
exiiect the same indulgence when you got abroad into the world, as you 
ex|.erienced when at home. You know, that in many instances, I have 
emieavored to make seeming hardships as easy to you as I could ; {;>ut 
if this makes you more dilhcult to be satisfied, it would be a great trouble 
to me. Your uncle tells me, and I am afraid with too much truth, that 
the indulgences you have received from me, have made your present sit- 
u?tion more disagreeable than it would otherwise have been. Whatever 
I have done for yon, was always intended for your good, and nothing 
could 90 deeply afilict me, as to see my tenderness have a mischievous 
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deal with, peace and pleasure to your own minrl, comfort to your famflj^ 
and which will give at the saiue time ilie highest satiefaction to 

Yuur careful anj loving father. 

LETTER 33. 
The Son's grateful amwer. 

HOKORFD SIR, • 

I return yon my sincere thanks f<»r your scisonahle reproof and advice. 
I have in lee; 1 too niuoh inlulgel inyseU' in an iille, careless hahit ; and 
had ah'eady Itegtin to foel the evil conse(jueuoea of it, when 1 received 
voiu" letter, in the insnhs of a creditor or two, from whom I expecte*! 
kinder treatment. But, indee^l, they wanted but their own, so 1 coulJ 
ohiy blame myself, who had brought their rojigh usage upon me. Your 
letter came so seasonable u\ym this, that I hope H will not want the de- 
sired efi'ect; and as I think it is not yet too late, I am resolved to take 
another course widi myself and my affairs, that I may avoitl the ill ccin- 
sequences you so juditdously forewarn nie of, an I give to my family ami 
frienils the pleasure they so well deserve at my hands ; and particularly 
that satisfaction to so good a fatlier, which ia owing to him by- his 

Modt dutiful son. 
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From an aged Lady in the comitry^ to her Niece in Nev>Yorh, 
cautioning her against keeping company with a Gentleman of a 
had character, 

DEAR N1KCE, 

The sincere love and affection which I now have for your indulgent 
father, auvd ever had for yotn* virtuous mother, when she was alive, to- 
gether with the tender regard fir your fmure happiness and welfare, 
nave prevaild on me rather to infirm by letter than by word of mouth, 
concerning what I have heanl of your unguarde* 1 con luct, and the too 
great freedoms y<iu take with Mr. Lovelace. You have been seen witli 
him at the Tlieatre, Columbia, Mount Vernon, and Vauxhall Gardens. 
Do not imagine, neice, that I write this from a principle of ill nature; 
it is on purpose to save you fom ruin ! for let me tell ycui, your famil- 
iarity with him gives me no small c:mfern, as his character is extremely 
Ixid, an 1 as he has acted in the most ungenerous manner to two or tinee 
virtuous young lailies of my acqtiaintant!^, who entertained too favora- 
ble an opinion of his honor* It is posjsible, as you have no great for- 
tune to expect, anri as he ha:^ an uncde from whom he expects « consid- 
erable estate, that you may l>e templed to imagine his address an offer 
to your advantage ; but that is greatly to be (piestinnf; I ; fir I have 
heard that he is deep in debt, as also that he is ptivately engaged to a 
rich old widow in the Jerseys. In short, my dear, he is a perfect lib- 
ertine, an 1 is ever boasting of fivors from our weak sex, vjdiose fond- 
ness an I frailty are the constant topics of his railing an I rivlicule. 

Let me prevail on you, dear niece, to avoid his company as you would 
that of a madman ; for, notwithstanding I still hope you are strictly 
virtuous, yet yoiu* good name may be irreparably lost by such open acts 
of imprudence. I h»ve no other motive but an unaffected zeal for your 
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happy with him but do not choose to give him my promise, ontil I have 
hrst heard from from you ; whatever answer you send, shall be obeyed 
^ ^oui' affectionate daughter. 

LETTER 38. 
The Parents* Answer, 

DEAR CHILD, 

We received your letter by Mr. Odlin, and the character he gives of 
the young man is so agreeable that we have no objection to your raar- 
ly-mg hira ; begging that you will seriously consider the duties of Uiat 
important stute before it is too late to re,)ent. Consider well with your- 
self, that according to your conduct to each other, you must behapPv or 
niiserable as lon<j as you live. There are many occurrences in life, in 
which the best oi men's tempers may be ruffled, on account of losses or 
disappointments ; if your husband should at any lime be so, endeavor to 
make him as easy as possible. Be careful of every thing he commits to 
you; and never affect to appear superior to your station ; for althouffh 
your circumstanqes may be easy, yet, whilst in trade, you will rind a 
continual want of money for many different purj)oses. It is pos«.ible 
swTie of your more polite neighbors may despise you for a while, but they 
will be forced H. the end to acknowledge, that your conduct was consis- 
tent with the duties of a married state. But, above all, rememberyour 
dutytoGod, and then you may cheerfully look for a blessin<T on your 
honest endeavor. May God direct you in every thing for the loest, is tlie 
sincere prayer of , YOur loving father and mother. 

LETTER 39. 

From a Father to a Daughter, in dislike of her intentions to marry 
I at too early an age. 

PEAR LUCRETIA, 

1 I -was greatly surprised at the Iettef>iu sent me last week. I was 
willing to believe I saw in you for yoimJ^rs, so much of your late dear 
mother s temper, prudence, and a virtuous disposition, that 1 refused 
several advantageous offers of changing my own condition, purely for 
your sake : and will you now convince me so early that I have no return 
to expect from you, but that the moment a young fellow throws himself 
m your way you have nothing else to do, but to give notice to provide a 
fortune for you 1 and that yju intend lobe of no further use and service 
to me 1 this, in plain English, is the meaning of your notification. For I 
suppose your young man does not intend to marry you without a fortune. 
And can you then think, that a father has' nothing to do, but to confer 
benefits on his children, without being entitled to expect any return from 

To be sure, I had proposed at a proper time, to find a husband for 
you ; but I thought I had yet three or four years to come. For, consid- 
er, Lucretia, you are not fully sixteen years of age j and a wife, believe 
me, ought to have some better qualifkationa than an agreeable pei-son, 
to preserve a husband's esteem, though it often is enough to attract a 
lover's notice. 
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me presume to become an advocate for ray sister, though not for her fault. 
She is very sensible of that, am] £^n:y t>he li:is ofleiHied you ; but has 
great hope:) that Mr. Stobbins will prove such a careful anU loving hqs 
ban^i to lier, as may atone for her pat>t wilJnei^s, and eti^age your for-> 
givt;ue;3s ; for all of your c-hililreu are sensible of your paternal kindness, 
and that yon wisli- tlieir good more fa* clieir sakes than your own. 

This nidkes it the more wicked to of!end so good a fatlter : but, dear 
sir, be pleased to consider, that it cannot now l)e helped, and that slie 
may lie amde by your tlisph;asure very miserable in her choice } ariJ 
that his faults are owing to the inconsideratipn of youth : otherwise, it 
would not have been a very discreditable match, had it ha<l your appro- 
bation. T could humbly hope for my poor sister's sake that you will l>e 
pleaseil rather to encourage iiis present gwm resolutions by your kind 
favor, than to make him despair of a reconciliation, and so pei ha]'s treat 
her with a negligence, which hitherto she is not apprehensive of; for he 
is really very fond of her, and I hope will continue so. Yet is she de- 
jected for her fault to you, and ^vialles yet dreads to have your leave to 
tlirow herself at your feet, to beg your forgiveness and blessing, which 
would make the poor dear offenler quite liap|>y. 

Pardon, sir, my interjK>sing in her fav<a', in whicb, my husband also 
joins. She is my sister. Sl»e is your daughter ; though she has liot 
done so worthily as I wish, to become that character, lie pleased, sir, 
to forgive her, however ; and also forgive me, pleading fur her; who 
am ' Your ever dutiful daughter. 

LETTER 42. 
The Father^s Answer, 

DKAR NANCY, 

You must l)elieve that your sister's unadvised marriage, which she 
must know would be disagreeable to me, gives me no small conrern ; and 
yet I will assiu'e you that it arises more from my affection for her, than 
any other consideration. In her education I took all the pains and care 
my ciscumstances would admit, and often flatterei) myself with the ho|)e 
that the happy truits t*f it voukl be made to appear m her prudent con- 
duct. What she has now done is not vicious, but indiscreet ; you must 
remember, that I have often declared in her hearing, that llie wild as- 
eertion,of a rake making a good husband, was the most dangerous opin- 
ion a young woman coul I imbibe. . 

I will not however, in pity to her, point out the many ills I am afraid 
will attend her rashnesfi, because it is done, and cannot be helped ; but 
wish she may be happier than I ever saw a wonnin who leaped so fatal 
a precipice. 

Her husbaiKl has this morning been with me for her fortune ; and it 
was with much decision I told him, that as all she could hope f(»r was at 
ray disposal, I shoidd disburse it in such a manner as I thought would 
most contribute to her advantage; and that as he was a stmnger to me, 
I should clioos^ to know how he deserved it, l^efore he had the power 
over what I intended for her. He bit his lip, and with a hasty step 
was my humble servant. 

Tell the rash girl I would not have her to be afflicted at this behav- 
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10 make himself the object of scorn and cun tempt. And indeed 
must hold the man in tlie utmost contempt, vvhom we hear and see in his 
progress to excess; at first, teasing you with his contentious* 
ness and impertinence ; mistaking your meaning anJ hardly knowing^ bi^ 
own ; then faultering in his speech ; unahle to get througli an entire 
sentence; his hands trembling ; his eyes swimming ; his legs too feeble 
to support him; till at length you only knpw the human creatm'e by his 
ehape. 

I cannot but add, that were a person of sense to have a just notion of 
all the silly things he says or does, of the wretched appearance he makes 
in a drunken fit, he could not want a more powerful argument agaiust 
repeating the crime. 

But as none of us are inclined to think ill of ourselves, so none of us 
will know how far our vices expojie us. We allow them excuses which 
they meet not with from any but ourselves. 

This is the case of all : it is particularly so with drunkards : many 
of whom their shame would undoubtedly reform, could they bo biougUt 
to conceive how much they do of which they ougiit be ashamed. 

Nor is it improbable that it is the very conoideration, how much 
drunkenness contributes to make a man the contempt of bis wife, his 
children, his servants, of air sober spectators, which hath proved "the 
cause that it hath seldom been the reigning vice of any people possessed 
of refinement of manners. Nay, drunkenness prevails most amongst 
die savage and uncivilized, amongst those of ruder understandings and 
less delicacy of sentiment. Crimes, as they are in men, there must be 
iu all nations ; but the more civilized have perceived drunkenness to be 
such an ofience ngainst comujon decency, such a prostitution of onts's 
self to the ridicule and scolTs of the nfeanest, that in whatever else they 
might tiansgress, they would not doit in this particular; but leava n 
vice of such a degrading nature to the wild and uncultivated, to die stu> 
^pid and undistinguishing part of mankind, to those who had no notion 
of propriety of character, and decency of conduct. How late this vice 
became the reproach of our coimtrymen, we find in Camden*s annala. 
Under the year 1581, he has this observation : **The English, whohith* 
erto had, of all the northern nations, shown themselves the least addict- 
ed to fmmoderate drinking, and been commended for their sobriety, first 
'learned in these wars in the Netherlands, to svvallow a large quantity 
of intoxicating liquor, and to destroy their own health by drinking that 
of others.'* 

There is hardly any vice which entails more complicated miseries 
upon the unhappy wretch that is a slave to it, than drunkenness. 
It gradually underminesfethe strength and vigor both of body and mind. 
We every day see the most deplorable eflfecta of this most shameTid vice, 
111 the ruined health, constitution, and fortune of vast numbens of our 
fellow creatures. How many ingenions and industrious persons has this 
rendered useless and worthless ! How many happy families does this 
daily reduce to indigence arid beggary ! How many innocent sufferers 
doth it involve in its deplorable consequences ! How many have I 
known who began life creditably and reputably, with a basis, on which 
through industry and virtue, to rear the structure of an ample fortune ; 
by contracting these (atal and cursed habits have ruined tliemselves and 
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ber that she followed me to the stage, but you cannot know the reason j 
I suppose afiection Ulti not want its part, H)ut theie was something be- 
side 5 she took that opportnnity of giving me this command, Ixiing w^U<* 
ling to say these things rather before strangers than yourself. 

,1 hope I have not, brother, been bred up with so good a person a« 
you, to be ignorant of drat respect M'hich is due to a parent. I should 
have obeyed the comurand hati it been delivered in any manner, ])«t I 
coukl see her hold up her handkerchief many times when she spoke to 
roe. O brother, every tear she shed has cost me a thousand ! but do not 
Bpeak of it to give her uneasiness ; I only name it to you to show^^ hovr 
seriously I received her instructions; he that can disi-egard a parent '« 
command, deserves nothing of that length of life ^vhich is promised to 
the obedient ; but if there be any who can slight a mother's tears, the 
world ought to disown him. 

I do assure you, I am resolved to bbey her perfectly ; and I give you 
this account as an engagement to that oljedience ; perhaps you will suy^- 
it is a first fruit of it; but, however that l>e, you luive it to reproach lue- 
withal, if^ever I forget to obey yon as a father, while I love you as a 
brother. 

I am, with the most true affection and respect. 

Your obedient brother. 

LETTER 45. 

Ftom a MerchanVs Widow to a Ladyy a distant relation^ in b'e» 

half of her two Orphans, - 

MADAM, 

When you look at the subscription of this letter, I doubt not of yoar 
being much surpris&l with its contents ; but it is more on account of 
your amiable character, than that I have the honor of being your rela- 
tion, that I have f>resunied to trouble you with this*. 

My late hnsliand, whom you know was reputed to be in affluent cir* 
cumstances, has been dead about Hix months ; his whole accounts have 
been settled vvitli his creditors ; and because of many Idssos and bad 
debts, there is not above one thousand dollars left for myself; I have a* 
son just turned of fourteen, whom I want to bind apprentice to a repu- 
table trade; and a daughter near seventeen, whose education has ren- 
dered her incapable of acting as a menial servant, but who would wil- " 
lingly be the companion of some young lady, where she might be treat- 
ed with familiarity and tenderness. I-n circumstances so distressing, I 
have presumed to address myself to you ; your long arqnainLance with 
the world will enable you to direct me how to proceed, and I doubt not 
but your tuiboun (led generosity will induce you to comply with a request 
dictated by the severity of affliction. 

. . I am, with respect, your humble servant* 

LETTER 46. 
The Lady^s Answer. 

MADAM, 

I know not whether I am more affected with the modest representa- 
tion of your afiUctiQn, or pleased that I have it in my power to assist 
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LETTER 49. 
^ Mrs. Rome* to her Mother, on the approaqft of her own death. 

MADAM, 

I am now taking a final adieu of tlws worW, in certain hope of meeting 
yoa in the next. I carry to my grave my affection and gratitude to yon. 
f leave yoii with the sincerest concern for your own happiness, and the 
welfare of your family. May my prnyers be answered when 1 am sleep- 
ing in the dust. May tiie angels of God conduct you in the paths of 
immortal pleasure. 

I would collect the pnwera of my soul, and ask blessings for you with 
the holy violence of prayer. God Almighty, tiie God of your pious an- 
cestors, who has been your dwelling place for many generations, bleaa 
Jr'ou. It is but a short space I have to measure ; my shadows are 
engthening, and my sun declining : that goodness which has hitherto 
conducted me, will not fail me in the concluding act of life : that name 
which I have made my glory and my boast, >>hall then be my strength 
and my salvation.' 

To meet death with becoming fortitude is a pari above the powers of 
natnre, and which I can perform by no power or holiness of my own ; 
for, O ! in my best state I am altogether vanity — ^a wretched, helpless 
sinner ; but in the merits and perfect righteousness of God my Saviour, 
I hope'fo appear justified, at the supreme tribunal, where I must short- 
ly stand to be judged. 

[N. B. This letter was- not to l>e sent to her mother till she was dead.] 

LETTER 50. ' 

7%e Earl of Stafford to his Son^ just before his Lordship^s execu- 
tion, 

MT DEARFST WILL, 

These are the last lines that you are to receive from a father that ten- 
derly loves you. I wish there were greater leisure to impart my mind 
to you ; but our merciful God will supply all things by his grace, and 
will guide and protect you in all your ways ; to whose infinite goodness 
I bequeath you : and therefore be not discouraged, but serve him, and 
trust irf him, and he will preserve you in all things. Be sure you give 
all respect to my wife, who hath ever had a great love unto you, and 
therefore it will be well becoming you. Never be wanting in your love 
and care to your sisters, but letlhem ever be most dear unto you j for 
this will give others cause to esteem and respect you for it, and is a du- 
ty you owe them in the memory of your excellent mother and myself: 
tiierefore your care and affection to them must be the very same that you 
are to have of yourself; and also the like regard must you have to -your 
youngest sister, for indeed you owe it to her also, both for her father's 
and mother's sake. Sweet Will, be careful to take the advice of those 
friends, who are, by me, desired to advise you for your education. 

♦She was a woman of exemplary piety, and authorerfs of several 
valuable works. She was born in England, in the year 1674, and di- 
ed 1787. 
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Serve God diligently, morning and evening, and recommend yoiirfN>tf 
unto him, and have him before your eyes in all year ways. With pa- 
tience hear the instruction of those friends I leave with yon, and dtli* 
gently follow their counsel. For, till you come by time to have experi- 
enoe in tlie Wv>rlJ, it will be far more safe to trust to their jiiiiginenl tban 
your own. Lo^c not the time of your youth, but gather those sends itf 
virtue and knovvle.ige wiuch mav be ot use to yourself, an! comfort to 
your frietids for the re>it of vourliTe. And that this may bn the better 
effected, attend thereunto with patience, iin I lie sure to correct and re- 
strain yourself from anger. Suffer not sorrow to cast you down ; hut 
with cheerfuhiess and good courage go on the race you have to run in 
all sr>bricty and truth. Be sure, with an hallowed care, to have respect 
to all the commandments of God, allowing not jourself to neglect them 
in the least thmg, lest by degrees you come to forget them in the great- 
est; for the heart of man is deceitful above all things. And in all your 
duties and devotions towards Go/I, rather perform them joyfully than 
pensively ; for God loves a clieerful giver. For your religion, let it be 
directed according to that whicdi shall be taught by tliose who are in 
God*9 church, the proper teachers thereof, rather than that you either 
fancy one to yourself, or be led by men that are singular in their* own 
opinmn, and delight to go in ways of their own finding otit : for you will 
certainly find soberness and truth in tlie one, nnd much vanity and un- 
steadiness in the other. The king, I trust, will deal graciously with 
you; restore you those .honors and that fortune which a distempered 
time hath deprived you of, together with the life of your father j which 
I rather advise might be a new gift and creation from himself tlian by 
other means, to the end you may pay the thanks to him, without having 
obligations to any other, fie sure to avoid, as much as you can, to in- 
quire after those who have been sharp in their judgments towards mA, 
and I charge you never to suffer a thought of revenge to enter your heart, 
but be careful to Ije informed who were my ft lends in this pi'osecution, 
and to them apply yourself to make them your friends also, and on such 
you may rely, un<i bestow mu^^h of your conversation amongst them. 
And God Almighty, of his inffnite goodness, bless you and your chil- 
dren's children, and his same goodness bless your sisters in like manner ; 
perfect you in every good work, and give you a right undet^standing in all 
things. Your most loving fauier. 

LETTER 51. 

F)roin one Coutin to another on making and breaking PromiaeM, 
DKAR cousiir, 

I have more than once remarked how very prone you are to make 
promises ; but I seldom or ever knew you to fulfil one. This, I must 
confess, has very much hurt your character ; some- people have in con^ 
seiquence called you a liar ; others, more mild, a fool ; instead of mak- 
ing friends by it you have certainly lost many. As you subject yourself 
to be frequently teased and insulted, by this foolish custom, I wonder 
you do not drop it. Were I to repeat my visits every day till you ful- 
filled all the promises yori made me since last week, I fear I should soon 
beoome troubleiome and disagreeable ; end I Miore you, if you do aot 
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yda mccetfl in busineiB, and doubt not but you wtli kijuw tliai houcbty 
and fuseidai^ are the most likely means to insure it, and am 

' ^ Your obliged servant. 

LETTER 64. 

From a young Man whose Master had lately died 
BIB, . /. 

I doubt not but you have' heard of my late worthy employer's death . 
I have served him as an apprentice and journeyman above twelve yeai-g, 
and as the widow does not choose to carry on the business, I have tukeu 
th^ stove and stock in trade, and shall be glad to deal with you in th^ 
same manner he did. I have sent the inclosed order .for tiie payment 
of such bills as are due, and you may depend on punctuality with respect 
to the remainder, for which purpose let them be entered as my debt. 
Please to send the inclosed order, and let the gooey be the best you have, 
which will oblige Your bumble servant. 

LETTER. 66. 

7Tie Answer. 

•IB, 

Yours I received, and am extremely sorry to hear of the death of my 
eood friend your late m'c*ster ; but at tne same time, pleased to find that 
his business has fallen into such good hands as yours. You have double 
advantage over a stranger, as you are well acquainted botli widi your 
late master's trade and customers, which by his dealings with me ap- 
pears to be very extensive. I have sent your order in ten bales, mark- 
ed O P, by the Jane, of Saggharbor, John Thompson master, and you 
^ will find th(Tm as good and cheap as uny that are to be had in New- 
York. I heartily thank yon for your owred correspondence, and shall 
on all occasions use you with honor. I wish you all manner of success, 
and am Your obliged servant. 

LETTER 66. 
To a CoiTespondent, requesting the payment of a sum of money. 

»IB, 

Although the halande of the account between us has been standing in 
my favor, vet I would not have applied to you ai present, had not a very 
nnexpected demand been made upon me for a very considerable sum, 
which, wilhont your assistance, is not in my power to answer. When 
I have an opponmiity of seeing you I shall inform you of the nature of 
this demand, and the necessity of my discharging it. I hope you will 
excuse me this freedom, which nothing but a regard to my credit ntij 
family couid oblige me to take. If it does not suit you to remit tlie 
whole, part will be thankfully received by Your humble servant. 

.ETTER 57. 
iswer, 

SIR, 

I have just received yours, and am sorry to hear of yonr afflictiooi 
That the account between ut wa& not sooner settled, was owing to tb 
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LETTER 68. 

The Aruwer, 
»1R, ^ 

There is no penion in the world, who would more willingly ihow erf- 
ery sort of indulgence to a young beginner than myself, and I am ex« 
treinely sorry to pres? you on the present occasion ; but I have reasons i 
and although it is not always either fair or prudent to mention them^ 
yet you will give me leave to ask the following question : Whether you 
nave an^ dealings with an usurer in your, city, and what is nis name*! 
If you give me satisfaction on this head, I shall not urge the demand I 
Wve made upon you sooner Ihan tlie time you mention ; but as it may be 
done at once, I expect your answer by the bearer, whom you well know» 
for he was, as he informs me, very lately your clerlt. 

I aFsure you, sir, it is in consideration of the great opinion I have of 
your integrity, that I refer the payment of my demand to a simple an* 
Bwer to this question ; but I fear it oannot be done. 

Xam your friend and well wisher. 

LETTER 64. 

Soliciting the loan of money from a Friend, 

DEAR SIR, . ^ 

I believe that, ever since you first knew me, you will be ready to ac- 
knowledge that no person was ever more bashful in askinff favors than 
myself. Indeed I have always considered it as more pleasing to an 
honest mind to confer than to receive a fa#or ; but an unexpected afflic- 
tion in m^ family obliges me to solicit your assistance by the loan of about 
two hundred dollars, for six months ; but on this condition, that you can 
«pare it without hurting yourself; for I would by no means choose that 
uiy friend should suffer m his present circumstances in order to oblige 
me. Indeed, sir, I was some days engaged among my friends to raise 
the money, before I could prevail with myself to ask it from you ; and 
that I have now done it is from a principle far more noble than any Iu« 
crative motive ; nor mdced would I have asked it all were I not morally 
certain of paying it at the time promised. I hope this will not give any 
offence, and as I said before, if it is any way inconvenient, Ifit me bey 
« that you will refuse it. 

I am, dear sir, yours with the groatMt tmmitfi 

LETTER 65. 

The Answer, • 

* BEAR StR, 

1 could not hesitate one moment in answering your letter; and had I 
known that my worthy friend bad been in want of the sum mentioned, X 

' should never have pntiiis unaffected modesty to tlie blush by suffenitt 
bin! to ask for it ; no, sir, the offer shoulrl have come from myseUw 
However, the sum is sent by the bearer, but let me beg that if you con* 
sider me really as your friend, that you will suit the payment to your 
own circumstances, without being confined to a particular time, ana not 
«»ly BO, but that yoo will likewise conmaod my assistance in every ^iog 
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else wherein I can serve you. But, lest yosi tiiTHk me strictly formal, X 
have hereby given you leave to draw on ine to the amount of t\v(» Uiui- 
dred dollara, or for any less sum, to be paid as is i^^iost suitable to yoiir 
circumstances. • I arii, sir, your sincere friend. 

LETTER 66. ^ 
Prom a IVadcsman to a Customer , dcmmiding pa-^ent of money. 

8IR, 

Your bill for goods supplied last year has now been delivered upwards 
of three months, and I have waited on you several times to solicit pay- 
ment, but have not been so foilimate as to fnld you at home. I have a 
very large sum to make up in the course of a x^eek, and shall esteem it 
a particular favor if you can let me have the amount of my bill delivered 
within th^t lime. I trust you will excuse the liberty I take in writing 
to you on this subject^ and believe me, sir. 

Your obedient, humble servant. 



LETTER 67. 
Answer to the preceding. 

SIR, 

1 am sorry you have had the trouble of calling so oOan for your mon- 
ey, and still more that it is not in my power to pay your bill within the 
time you mention. I am at present very short of cash, and shall be so 
"^or six weeks; at the end of that time I will settle with you. 

I am, sir, your humble servant. 

* LETTER 68. 

The Tradesman's Reply. 

SIR, 

I should be sorry to appear troublesome to any customer ; but you who 
are not in any busmess, may not probably know how siibject tradesmen 
are to large demands for cash, and how much an omission of payment 
may injure them in the world. The credit on your bill already exceed* 
by some months what it usual in trade to give, and what I give my cus- 
tomers in general; I hope therefore you will nj>t take it amiss, tliat I 
have drawn on you at six weeks for the amount of my demand ; and 
have sent the bill by my clerk for your acceptance, not doubting tliat it 
will be diUy honored, and that you will excuse this liberty from 

Your most obedient humble servant. 



/ 



LETTER 69. 
From a Tradesm,€tn unable to honor his Acceptance, to a Merchant, 

DEAR SIR, 

It gives me the greatest pain to be under the necessity of writing to 
you on the subject I am now about to do,- hut I think it better to apprise 
you of the circumstance beforehand, than to permit a bill with your 
name on it to be dishonored without your knowledge. The failure of 
Mr. O. who is my debtor to a considerable amount, and from whom I 
was in daily expectation of payment, has strained me for cash so much 
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that I can only raise thirty dollars towards the amount of tlie bill for 
ninety-seven dollars, wiiich I accepted in your favor, and which will be- 
come due the day Yifler to-morrow. 

• If you would have the kindnetJS, if the bill remains in your hands, to 
receive that sum in part, anil my acceptance at two niontij!? for the re- 
mainder, I will take care it bhall l>e duly attended to ; or if the bill in 
out of your hands, if you would favor me with cash to supply ilie de- 
ficiency, I will give you the like bill and allow you discount wiili pleas- 
ure. I am given to unler.stand there will be a con:siderable divideml of 
Mr, C.'s efiects : if an assignment of my claim on him would be any 
satisfaction to you, as a collateral security, I am willing to make it, or 
to do any tiling else in my power to convince you that I niean to act 
honestly. I am, dear sir, your most obliged humble servant. 

• LETTER 70. 

J^om a Merchant to a Tradesman, demanding money, and ex- 
pressing disapprobation of his proceedings, 

SIR, 

Inclosed is your account, and I am sorry the staffement of your mode 
of living which has been reported to me, is such, that I must in justice 
to myself, demand an innnediate payment of the balance. It is not my 
disposition to act unkindly, or to distress any one 5 but when 1 see peo- 
ple with my property in their hands, scjuandering away their substance 
m wanton extravagance, it becomes necessary for mc to see a little to 
my affairs. Sir, 1 am infurmcd you keep a horse and chaise, and coun- 
try lodgings; that you belong to clubs, and area buck of facldon,a Free 
and Easy, and I know not what else : in a word, that business is but a 
secondary concern widi you ; nay, what is worse, I have heard it hinted 
that you game. I began the world, sir, with a greater capital than yon, 
and witli as good a connexion, in cheaper times, but I never kept ahorse 
till I was unable to walk, and other men no richer than myself, kept 
their coach ; as to the sin and folly of wasting my time in debduchery 
and gaming, I was above it ; for whatever you may think, a man is much 
more credital'ly employed. in his business than in sotting amongst mim- 
. ics or stage players, or wasting money not his own among sharpers. 
Sir, you having married my kinswoman will not protect you against 
my taking the necessary steps to recover my money ; were you my own 
son I would not act otherwise, and am very sorry to have reason to cease 
subscribing myself Your sincere friend. 

LETTER 71. 
The Answer, 

DEAR Sin, 

For so 1 will persevere to call you, notwithstanding the unkindneea of 
your last : you have lived long enough in the world to know, that when 
a man is fortunate, in any respect, there are envious persons to do him 
an injiM*y ; I considered myself happy in the possession of your good 
opinion, and have found an enemy to supplant me.^ I will answer the 
charges you bring against me one by one, and you will see at once how 
little they are founded in truth. 
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Ai to my.keeping a hortie imd chaise, I have nnt rode in one, fexrepl 
yours, tbeMi thre^ years, only once on this occauiuii : H who owed uie a. 

great deal of money, was ubjjconding near the sea coiist; I-learnt whe«'e 
6 was, and having gut a writ out against hiai, went down to the plac^e 
with my attorney, that it might be properly executed, ami the chaise wna 
his, BO 1 only paid for the hire of tlie horse, which Mas, on the whule^a 
•aving to me. 

The Btate of my poor wife's health is such as to require country air, 
ai)d I have taken a lodging for her near K. but this is m email an ex- 
pense, I am persuaded, were you the most miserable economist in liio 
world instead of a liberal minded man, you would think such a tj^iilo 
ought not to be spared to preserve your cousin's healtli, and perhaps life. 
As to clubs, I belong to none, except the 4odge of Free-Masons, to 
which you yourself introduced me, and you, who know alt the membera» 
ean judge whether they are proper compauy or not ; and with respcpt 
to gaming, I can declare I never played at any game of chance in aay 
life, except whist, and not that for more than a shilling a point. 

Bat let assertion go for nothing between us, and facts speak for ttlem- 
•elves. If you will favor me by eating a bit of dinner at ray house to- 
morrow, we will go over my books together, ■ and you will see by the 
regularity and general state of tlicm, how I attend to business ; and aa 
it will he Saturday, on which day I generally go to K. if you will have 
the gck)dncss to take your tea there, you will see what sumptuous coun- 
try K>dgin^ I have got. 

If yoo insist on instant payment of the balance of your account, I 
BUist arrange matters accordingly ; but tliough it will put me to some in- 
convenience, it will not efface the meiiOi'y of past kindness, nor pre- 
. yent my acknowletlging myself 

Your much obliged friend, and humble servant. 

LETTER 72. 
Ton Per$on ioho wants to borrow money of another , witkovi any 

claim bvi assurance. 
Bin, 

While I was out of town I find you did me the favor of inquiring two 
or three times for me ; and among my letters I found one from you, de- 
■iring the loan of fifty dollars. You must certainly have mistaken rao 
W yourself very much, to think we were enough known to each other 
for such a transaction. I was twice in your company ; I was delighted 
with vour conversation, and you seemed as much pleased with mine. 
Should I answer the demands of every ^ew acquaintance, I should soon 
want power to oblige my old friends, and even to serve myself. Surely, 
sir, a gentleknan of your merit cannot be so little beloved as to be forced 
to seek new acquaintance, and to have no better friend than one of yes- 
terday. Be this as it may, it does not at all suit my convenience to 
comply with your request, and therefore I must beg you to excuse 

— — . Yqurs, &c. 

LETTER 72. 
Refusal to lend money. 
•IR, 
I am exceedingly sorry that your request comes to m^ at a time when 
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I am 80 pressed by my owq affuira that I cannot, with any co^jrenicnce, 
comply with it. On any future opportunity, when I have money to 
Bpare, I shall be ready to oblige you. I hope, sir, you will therefore 
excuse Your most humble servant. 



LETTER 78. 

Compliance to lend money, 

SIR, 

I consider myself much obliged in the reqtieEl you make me. 1 most 
dieerfully comply with it, and inclose a note for the requested sum pay- 
able at suht ; and am not a little glud it is in my power to show you 
how macn I am, sir, Your faithful friend and servant. 

LETTER 74. . 

JFVom a young TVadesman in distressed circumstances, to another 

of age and experience. 

DK4R FRIEND, 

Your knowledge of the world, joined to your goodness of heart, and 
adorned witli the most exalted piety, encourages me to seek your advice 
in a case of real distress. You know I have not been full live years in 
business, and although the beginning promised fair, yet, alas ! I ha<^e 
been deceived. So does the sun shme upon us in the morning, we take 
.our pleasure in the fields for a few hours, we are overtaken by a sudden 
storm, and the day concludes in thunder and lightning. 
To speak in plain words, the n^any failures which have iaken place 
' in the commercial world have brought me to the brink of temporal mis- 
cry : two'thirds.of my property has been fraudulently taken from me, 
and I see no prospect before me besides a prison or the insolvent law : 
the former is dreadful, (he latter is disgraceful. Under such unhappy 
circumstances, how shall I act 1 I have not been indolent or extrava- 
gant, but by an ill-timed and ill-place^ confidence, I have been injured. 
A good character is what I strove to preserve ; a good conscience is 
what I still enjoy : but the world is often deaf to our pretensions to in- 
tegrity. No sooner are we fallen than we are trodden under foot ; our 
misfortunes are considered as crimes; we are despised by some, halted by 
others, pitied by few. Ah ! sir, when shall we learn to do as we would 
be done by 1 When shall we love our neighbors as cursives 1 It is a 
great misfortupe in trade, that every failure is considered as criminal, 
although the person accused is often innocent. I know you have abili- 
tkis to give me advice. ■ I know you have a tender, compassionate heart, ' 
and your charity will shine with a distinguished lustre, if displayed on 
the present melancholy occasion ; and by your advice perhaps my ruin 
may be preveiited. I have sent this by my poor afflicted wife, and will 
wait on you as soon as I receive your orders for that purpose. In the 
mean time, I am your sincere, though afflicted friend. 

LETTER 75. 
JFV*0m a Tenant to a Landlord, excusing delay of pitymetU. 
ilR, 
I Jliave been your tenant above ten yean in die bouae where I now 

4* 
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live, aud yon know that I have never failed to pay my rent quarterly, 
when due. At present I am extremely soriy to inform you, that frona a 
varjety of losses and disappomtmcnts, I arn undfr the necessity of beg- 
ging that you will indulge me one quarter longer. By that time I hope 
to have it in my power to answer your just demand, and the favor b-hail 
be ever gratefully acknowledged by Your obedient humble servant. 

LETTER 76. 

The. Answer, 
SIR, * 

It was never my intention to oppress you. I have had long trial of 
your honesty, and therefore you may rest perfectly satisfied coiiceining 
your present request. No demand shall be made upon you for rent un- 
til it suits you to pay it ; for I am well convincetl you will not Iteep it 
from me any longer. I am yours sincerely.. 

LETTER 77. 

Fhr^m, an insolvent Debtor to his principal Creditor, requesting the 

acceptance of a Composition. 

SIR, 

When I first entered upon business, I little thought that ever I should 
be under the nscessicy of writing to you on 'such a suliject as thi^ ; but 
experience convinces me that it is much belter to ackuowledge the state 
of my affairs to my creditors, than put them to the expense of taking 
out a commission of bankruptcy. To you, therefore, sir, as the person 
to whom I am principally indebted, do I address mysrlf on this mela«- 
choly occasion, and must freely acknowledge that my affairs are very 
ijurh perplexed. I have been tlie.«e ten years past enlcavoring to ac- 
quire something for myself in vain. The variety of different ari,icle8 
which I have been oblij^ed tO sell on credit, and th<3 losr^es sui^tained 
thereby, always kept me in low cinunistances ; an I often whon F pijid 
you money I had none left fin' the niipport of my faaiily. If you will be 
pleased to employ any prudent person to examine my books, I doubt not 
but that you will be convinced that (he whole of my condiirt has bden 
consistent wjth the strictest rulers of honr^sry ; and if it shall appear so . 
to you, I must beg you will be pleased to call a meoting of the ci editorfc 
and lay it before them. I have not spent any more than was absolutely 
necessary for tlie support of my family, and every thing remaining shall 
be delivered up. When all this is done I hope,you will accept of it, as 
it is not in my power to do any more ; and consider me as one whose 
mibfortunes call fur pity, not resentfTientv 

I am, sir, your most humble servant. 

LETTER 78. 
2%e Answer, 

■ • 

•IR, 

, It is with the greatest concern I have perused your aflfecting letter; 
and sliould consider myself as very cruel if I refused to comply with a 
requetit so reasonable as that made by you. I have employed a worthy 
person, a friend of mine, to examine your books, the result of whieb 
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shall be immediately laiJ bcturo the other creditors) and if it n as you 
represent you need not be afraid of any harsh usage. I always consid- 
ered you a^ a man of the greatesfinlegrity, and am determined to Iny 
down a plan for your future support.' In the mean time, I have sent a 
txide to defray your^xpenses till the other affainare settled, an^ am 

Your sincere well wisher. 



LETTKR 79. 

Pram a TVudesmhn to a Wholesale Dealer, to delay payment lif- a 

«um of monoy. 

SIR, - i 

My note to you will be payable in ten Havs, and T am sorry to infnrm 
you, that although I have coHtfiderable suml^in good hands, yet none of 
them' are due these six weeks, which is all the time I require. It is a 
favor I never asked of any one till this moment, and I hope for the fu-. 
ture not to have any occasion to repeat it. I ar^ really distressed for 
your answer ; but as a proof of my sincerity, have^ent enclosed three 
note^, subscribed by persunsi well known to yourself/-p>nd although ibey 
exceed my debt, yet 1 have no (;hjection to your keeping them as securi- 
ty till due. Let me beg to hear from you as soon as tliis comes to hand, 
which will greatly oblige Your bu^ible servant. 

LETTER 80. ^*y 

2^he Answer. \ 

It \ira« fortunate ^or you that your letter arrived the day after it wai 
written, for I was to have paid your note away yesterdays and I could 
not have Liad an opportunity of recalling it in time to have served you. 
Indeed it "was imprudent not to communicate the news fo me sooner, aa 
your credit might be greatly affected by such an Hnnecegsury delay. 
However, I impute it to your unvvillijigness to rev^ilhe state of your 
affairs, and shall keep the note in my hands till yiiur own becomes due, 
and for that purpose have retmned the othei's, p^»t doubling but that you 
will send me the money at the time promised,''which will greatly oblige 

^ - ' Your humble servaatx 

LETTER 81. 

From a young Man\ who had an opportunity to set up in business, 
but destitute of money, to a Gentleman of reputed benevolence, 

.HONORED SIR, 

When vou look at thesubscription, you will remember my serving you 
with goods when I was apprentice to Mr. Carter, grocer, in New-York. 
I have been a little above two years out of my time, which was spent in 
Mr. Carter's service, and the greatest part of my wages have been giv- 
en to support an aged mother, conlined to a sick bed. Mr. Carter died 
about ten days ago, and having no family, his executors, who are almost 
strangers to me, arc goin^ to I(>t iJic store. My worthy inaLter has left 
me by his will one thousand dollars, but that is no way Eufhcieui to pur- 
. c^ass the slock, in trada ; nor will they give any -longer credit than 
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twelve moDthf. Being well acquainted wilh tne trade, as alao witli th« 
customerR, and having Buch a fair prospect of settling in bueioess, I have 
piresumed to lay it before you. I have often heard of your willingneM 
to ierve tboee under difficulties ; etipcciall^^ young people beginning in 
the world. If yon ^)rove of this, and will advance so much on my 
bottd, payabfo in a limited time, it shall lie as safe nn if in the hands of 
your banker. I shall be as frugal and industi-ious as possible, and the 
whole of my time shall be employed '» the closest attention to the du* 
ties of my statio^, and shall acknowledge your kradness with gratitude 
arliStig as I live. I hope this yvill not ^ive any offence ; and, sir, if 
you ^ivelne leave, I will wait on you with one of the executors, tliat 
you may hdar tiieir proposals. ]Qify character, as to honesty and fidelity, 
will bear the strictest mqiiirvf as is testified in my late roaster's will, 
mpd also by all with whourf have any dealings. 

I akn, honored sir, your obedient humble servant. 

; LETTER 82. ' 

^The OerUleman'9 Answer, 
MR,- J 

I bare just received yoiu*s, and although I am indisposed wit(i the 
goat, yet could obt hesitate one moment m sending an answer. There 
IS eucb an app^rance of honesty, together with such an unaii^cted 
■implicit, runs ^ou^h tho whole of your letter, that I am strongly 
inclmed to oojn^y vrith your request, and happy shall I think myself if 
your himest endeavors are attended with the desired success. You need 
not give yourself the trouble of csdling on me, lest it should intetfere 
with your bnsiuess. . I will either call on you tomorrow, or send a f^iell<^ 
to inquire int<|the patrticulars. In the mean time it ^ives me the great- 
est pleasure tohear diat you have not been wanting in filial duty to an 
a^ed parent ; ai^t while you continue to act consistently with the prin- 
ciples and r^^late your conduct by the practice of virtue, you will have 
Sreat reason to ex]^te^the divine blessing on whatever you undertake, 
i'rade is of a very pn^rious nature, aiid if not attended to with assi- 
duity and r^ularity, gekienlly involves those engaged in the greatest 
dlfficuhy, if not rum. L^ me beg, therefore, that when you become a 
master, you will avoid mixiiig in company with tliose who spend tft^ir 
lime ana substance in the fashionable follies of the present age. Such 
practices are inconsistent with the business of a tradesman, and 1 ^am 
atraid that it is greatly owing to such that we .see the papers so often 
filled with the names of bankrupts, who, if they had attended with 
steadiness to the duties of that station in which rrovidence has placed 
them, might have been a comfort to their families,'' and an honor to ti|eir 
different profeesioiis. But, although I have no fears concerning your in* 
t^ity, yet the best of men cannot be too often reminded of tlieir duty. 

I am your sincere well wisher. 

LETTER 83. - . 

J^Hm the Servant of a Wholesale Dealer, to his Master in New* 

York, gUnng an account of his iMstbmers in the country, 
tIR, 
I have visited several of the towns between this and New-York, where 
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any of your customei's reside, and although they coniplaii) much of the 
decay of trade, yet their payments and orders have been «b well aa 
could reasonably be expected, and indeed I think trade is beginning to 
revive. I ba-ve the pleasure to inform you, tlial, in. the places where 1 
have been, there is not any appearance of failing ; and the people have 
been so well pleased with your goods and fair dealing, that I have ob- 
tained many new orders. I have likewise received a dividend of sixty 
cents in the dollar of the effects of Mr. Canibrick, the linen draper at 
Hartford, who failed last year, and there is still something remaining; 
90 that upon the whole your loss will not be so great as was at first ex- 
pected. I havfe fini^ed your business in diis town, and set off tomor* 
row for New-London, where I shall exectto hear from you, if you have 
any thing particular to transact before I return, and am, sir, with duty 
and respect. Your obedient and faithful servant. 

LETTER 84. 
, T%e Master's Answer, 

MK. TRUIEMAN, 

I received yours, dated the 2d inst. at New -Haven, and am extremely 

flad to hear of your success. It has, as you observed, been greater than 
expected. I am ranch pleased with your honest' fidelity, in transact- 
ing my business with so much care and industry ; and as you are now at 
New-London, I shall take this opportunity of intrusting you with an af- 
fair of importance. There is daily expected at that port the schooner 
Rover, Captain Johnson, laden with sugar and indigo from Jamaica : 
and as I am informed the proprietors are desirous of disposing of the 
whole cargo by private contract. When you have examined the goods, 
1 leave it to your own discretion, to purchase the whole, as I think it 
must he an exceeding good bargain. If you have n)t money sufficient, 
give them an order on me for die remainder, payable at sight. I leave 
the whole to yourself, and shall expect to hear from you soon. 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER 85. 
Recommending a Man Servant, 
stR, ' 

The bearer has served me with integrity and fidelity these three years, 
but having a desire to settle in" Philadelphia, he left my house about a 
"Week ago, and by a letter received from him this day, 'I find you are 
willing to employ him on my recommendation; and it is with the great- 
est pleasure that I comply with his request. His behaviour, while with 
Rie, was strictly honest,.8ober and diligent, and I doubt not that it will 
be the same with you. I have sent this enclosed in one to himself, and 
if you employ him I h^e he will give satisfaction.' %. 

I am, sir,, your humble servantT 

LETtSr 86. * . 

The Answer. 

SIR, ' 

I received your obliging letter in recommendation of the young man^ 
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and in consetjiience of that huve taken him into my family. I doubt not. 
from what you say, of his giving satisfaction, and you may be assured" 
of his being treated with iiumauity, and rewarded accordij[K to hid mer- 
it. ^ I am, sir, your humble servant. 

LETTER 87, '' . 

JFhrom a country Storekeeper, to his friend in NeW'TorTi, desiring 

him to send him some goods. 

That friendship which we contracted in our youth, is not yet, I hope, 
abated, although Providence has placed us many miles distant from each 
other. I have heard of your success in New-York, and it is with pleas- 
are I can assure you tliat I am comfortably settled here. But you know 
that our returns are slow and profits small, and therefore, however wil- 
ling, I am not in circumstances suihcient to defray the expense of sl 
journey to New-York, in order to purchase goods at the best hand ; 
which-^has been attended with some loss, because a considerable expense. 
Relying, therefore, on your former friendship, I presume to solicit your 
a&sistance, to purchase from time to time what goods I may happen to 
want from New-York, for which an order shall be remitted on delivery. 
At present I have only sent for a few articles, as you will see by the en- 
closed. I doubt not of your getting them as good and cheap as possible; 
and if there is any thing I can do to serve you in this part of the coun- 
try, you may depend on its being executed with the utmost fidelity anc| 
despatch. 'I am, sir, your sincere friend. 

LETTER 88. 

The Answer* 
Bin, 

Yours I received, and am glad to hear of your being so comfortably 
settled. There is a pleasure in looking back to those youthful days we 
*^6pent together in harmless amusements, and it gives me great pleasure 
to think that I have it in my power to be any way of service to ray 
friend. The goods you ordered are sent in the ftudson Packet, direct- 
ed to you. They are as good and as cheap as any to be had in New- 
iTork, and I hope you will be a considerable gainer. With respect to 
your kind proffer of service^, I heartily thank you, apd shall, as occasion 
requires, trouble you with something of that nature. In the mean time, 
be sure to command me in every thing wherein I can be of service to 
you, £is it will give the greasest pleasure to Your sincere friend. 

LETTER 89. 

JF^om, a country Storekeeper, to a Merchant^M New- Ti^rk, com- 
plaining of the badness of his goods. 

MR, ' . 

When! first began to correspond with you it was ray fixed resolution 
to act with integrity and honor, expecting the same in return. I must 
indeed confess that the goods you sent me for some time were as good asr 
any I could purchase of another, and so far I had not any reason to com- 
plain. But now the case is quite different. The two last parcels you 
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sent me are so bad that I dare oot offer them to my customers. From 
what, sir, does this ptoceed 1 Have I ever been deficient in my pay- 
mentB 1 No, you dare not accuse me with any liiing of tliat nature. 
However, I am obliged to tell you, that unless you send me others ia 
iheir room, I must eith<i^ withdraw my correspondence, or shut up my 
store. You may choose whlc^i you please, aiid let me beg to have your 
answer per return of post, as I am in immediate want of these goods, 
and in danger of losing my customers by a delay. In so doing you will 
oblige Youfwell wisher. 

■ ■■ ■ 

LETTER 90. 

The Answer. 

SIR, 

I received yours, and z<n extremely sorry to hear that the goods, sent 
you are so bad. I know I had some such in my store, ^ but was deter- 
mined to sell them at a low rate, without ever thinking of their being 
sent to any of my customers, particularly so Valuable a correspondent gis 
yourself.' By some mistake uiy clerks have inadverteoitly sent them, for 
which I am extremely sorry ; but, in order to make you amends, I sent 
by this day's packet those which I originally intended for you, at my 
own expense. I hope you will pxcusc this, and J3e assured you shaft 
never to served in such a manner for the future. . 

I am, sir, your humble servant. 

LETTER 91. 

« 

F^om a Tradesman in distressed circumstanceSy desiring a Letter 

of Ldcense. 
SIR, . 

It is now above ten years since I first had dealings with ypu, and dur- 
ing that time you well know that my payments were regular, but, at 
present, am sorry that ray aflfairs are so perplexed, that it is* not in my 
power to comply with the just demands of my creditors, nor oven to pay 
them any thing until my afifairs are settled ; for that reason, sir, I have 
sent to you, desiring a letter of license for only twelve months, in which 
time I hope to be able to settle my affairs to their satisfaction ; but if 
they will not comply with this, I am utterly ruined. Your answer is 
impatiently expected by \ Your obedient humble servant. 

LETTER 92. 

J%e Answer, 
rtR, 

Yours I received, and am very sorry to hear of your distress. I have 
> called a meeting of the creditors, and doubt not they will accede to your 
* honorable proposal. I am, sir, your real ijriena. 
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PART m. 



LETTERS ON LOVE^ COURTSHIP, AND MARRlAQfi 



LETTER 93. 
From a young Gentleman^ to a Lady toith \Dhom he is in love, 

MADAM, 

1 have three times attempted to give you a verba,! relation of the con- 
tents of this letter; but my heart has often failed. I know not in what 
light it may be consitlered, only if I can form any notion of nay own 
heart from the impression made on it by your many amiable accomplish- 
ments, my happiness in this world will, in a great measure, depend on 
your answer. I am not precipitate, madam, nor would I desire your 
hand' if your heart di4 not accompany it. ^ My circumstances are inde- 
pendent, my character hitherto unbleraished, of which you shall have 
the most undoubted proof. You have already seen some of my relations 
at your aunt's in Read street, particularly my mother, with whom I now 
liv^ Your aunt will inform you concerning our family, and if it is to 

.^. satisfaction, I shall not only consider myself as extrpuuily happy, 
but shall also make it the pi incipal study of my futuro life to spend my 
days- in the company of her whom I do prefer to all others in die worJd. 
I snail wait for yom: answer with tlie utmost impatience, and am, mad- 
am, « Your real admirer. 

LETTER 94. 

The Lady*i Answer. 

SIR, 

I received your letter last night, and as it was on a subject I had not 
yet any tlioughts of, you will not wondfer whon I tell you I was a good 
deal surprised. Although I have seen and familiarly conversed with 
you at different times, yet I had not the most distant thoughts of your 
making proposals of such a nature. Some of your sex have often* as- 
serted that we* are fond of flattery, and very much pleased with praise ; 
I shall therefore suppose you one of that class, and exc4ise yqii for those 
encomiums bestowed upon me in your letter ; but am afraid, were I to 
comply with your proposals, you would soon be convinced that the 
. charms you mention, and seem to value so mitch, are merely exterior 
appearances, which like the summer's flower, will very soon fade, and 
all those mighty professions of love will end at last either iri indifier- 
^ce, or, which is worse, disgust. You desire me to inquire of my aunt 
concerning your character ^(id family. You must excuse me when I 
t^l you tluit I am obliged to decline making any such inquiry. How- 
ever, as your behaviour when in company was always agreeable, I shall 
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treat you with as much respect as is c^msistent with common decorum. 
My worthy guardian, Mr. Melvill, i&now at his seat at Bloomingdale, 
and his conduct has been so much like that of a parent, that I do not 
dioose to take one step in an affair of such importance without both 
his consent and approbation. There is an appearance of sincerity runs 
through your letter ; but there is one particular to which I have a very 
strong objection ; you say that you live with your mother, yet you do 
not say that you have either communicated your sentiments to her or to 
yodr other relations. I must freely and honestly tell you that as I would 
not disoblige my own relations, neither would I, on any consideration, 
admit of any addreraes contrary to the inclinations of yours. If you 
<:an clear up this to my satisfaction, I shall send you a more explicit 
answer, and am, sir. Your most obedient bumble servant. 

LETTER 95. 
The Gentleman's Reply,- 

DEAR BfADAM, 

I returif you a thousand thanks for your letter, and it is witli the 
greatest pleasure I can clear up to your satisfaction the matter you doubt- 
ed of. Before I wrote to you I communicated the affair to my two 
cousins, but had not courage enough to mention > it to my mother, but 
that is now over, and nothing, she says, would give her greater pleasure 
than to see me mafried to a young lady of your amiable character ; nay, 
8o far is she from having any objection, that she would have waited on 
von as the bearer of this, had I not persuaded her against it, as she has 
Deen these three days afSicted with a severe cold, and I was afraid tliat 
if she ventured abroad so soon it might he attended with dangeroun 
consequences. But to convince you of my sincerity, she has sent the 
enclosed, written with her own hand; and whatever may be the con- 
tents, I solemnly assure you I am totally ignorant, except that she told 
me it was in approbation of my suit. If you will give me leave to wait 
on you I shall then be able to explain things more particularly. 

I am, dear madam, your real lover. 

LETTER 96. 
Fyom the young Gentleman's Mother to the young Lady, 

DEAR MISS, 

If you find any thing in these lines improperly written you will can* 
didly excuse it, as coming from the hands of a parent, in behalf of an 
only, beloved, and dutiful son. 

My dear Charles has told me that yon have made snch an impression 
. on him, that he knows not how to lie happy in any one else, and it givef 
me great happiness to £nd that he has placed his affections on so worthy 
an oisject. Indeed it has l)een my principal study to instruct him in the 
principles of our holy religion ; well knowing that those who do not 
fear God will never pay any regard to domestic duties. His father died 
when his son was only ten months old, and being deprived of the parent 
all my cx)nsolation was that I had his image left in the son. I nursed 
him with all the tenderness, possible, and even taught him to read and 
write. When be was of proper age I sent him to a boarding- school, 
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and afterwards to college. "Whilst he was prosecuting his studies, I 
daily recommended him to the care of that God whose eyes beliold all 
hia creatures, and will reward and punii«h according to their merit. Ev- 
er since his return from Princeton he has resided constantly with me, 
and his conduct to every one with whom he has had any connexion has 
been equal to my utmost wishes. At present, my dear girl, I am in a 
very sickly condition, and, although I have concealed it from him, yet, 
in all human probability, my time in this world will riot be long. Ex- 
cuse the indulgent partiality of a motlier, when I tell you it is my real 
opinion you can never place your affection on a more worthy young man 
than my son. He is endowed with more real worth than thousands of 
others whom f have known ; and I have been told of instances of his 
benevolence which he has industriously concealed. I have only to add 
further, that the only worldly consideration now upon my mind is to see 
him happily married, and then my whole attention shall be fixed on that 
place where I hope we shall all enjoy eternal felicity. 

>am, dear Miss, your sincere well wisher. 



. LETTER 97. 
The young Lady's Answer. 

MADAM, 

I will excuse the fondness of a tender mother for her only child. Be- 
fore I received yours I had heard of the unaffected piety and the many 
accomplishments of your son, so that 1 was no ways surprised at what 
you said concerning him. I do assure you, madam, that I would prefer 
an alliance with you before even nobility itself, and I think it must be my 
own fault if I ever repent calling you mother. I was going to say that 
you had known but few pleasures in this jife, to be deprived of your has- 
bahd so soon, and the rest of your life spe'nt under so many infirmities. 
But your letter convinces me that you have felt more real pleasure in 
the practice of virtue and resignation to the Divine will, than ever can 
be had in any, nay, even the greatest temporal emjoyments. I have 
sent enclosed a few lines to your son, to which I refer you for a more ex- 
plicit answer, and am, madam. Your sincere well wisher« 

LETTER 98. 
The^young Lady to the young Gentleman. 

SIR, 

I received yours, together with one enclosed from your mother, and 
congratulate you on the happiness you have had in bemg brought up un- 
der so pious and indulgent a parent. I hope tliat her conduct will be a 
pattern for you to copy after, in the whole of your future life. It is vir- 
tue alone, sir, which can make you happy. With respect to myself, I 
freely acknowledge that I have not at present any reason to reject your 
offer, although I cannot give you a positive answer until 1 have first 
consulted with my guardian. Monday next I set oOt for his seat 
at Bloomingdale, whence you may be sure of hearing from me as soon 
as possible, and am. Your sincere well wishes. 
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LETTER 99. . 

Prom the same, 

SIR, 

In my last I told you that you should bear from nie as soon as possible, 
and Ihereibre I now sit down to fulfil my promise. I communicated 
your proposal to Mr Melvill, who, after he had written to bis correspoQ- 
dent in New-York, told me as follows : 

'* Miss, I have inquired concerning the young gentleman, and the in- 
fbriitation I have received is such, that I not only approve of your choice, 
but must also confess that if I did not do every tiling in my power to 
forward your union, I should be acting contrary to the request of your 
father when he lay on his death bed. You may," said he, ** communi- 
cate this to your lover as soon as you please, and may every happiness 
attend you lx)th in time and eternity." 

Aad now, si^ have I not told ^o#enough 1 ' Some, perhaps, might 
think too much ; but I am determmed to begin with as much siucerity 
as I could wish to practice if standing in the presence of ray Maker. 
To expect the same from you is reasonable ; I look for it, and shall be 
very unhappy if disappointed. But I will hope for the best, and doubt 
not but the religious education bestowed on you by your worthy mother j 
will operate on the 'whole of your future conduct in life. You may, 
therefore, lay aside tlie tedious formality of courtship, and write to me 
as one with whom you mean to spend your lime in this world. 

Ever since my arrival here my time has been spent in visiting the 
■woods, the fields, and cottages, meditating on the unbounded goodness 
of tlie Almighty Creator. How infinite is his wisdom ! how unbounded 
his liberality ! Every thing in nature conspires to exaltJiis praise, and 
acknowledge with gratitude their dependance upon him. But I will 
not tire you with such dull descriptions of real beauties. Present my 
sincere respects to j'^our worthy mother. I hope she gets the better of 
her disorder, and be assured that I am. 

Yours and hers with llie greatest aHeclion. 



LETTER 100. 
The young Gentleman^s Answer, 

UT DEAR GIRL, 

Is. there any medium between pleasure and pain t Can mourning 
and mirth be reconciled *? Will you believe, niy dear, that whilst I was 
reading your letter with the greatest pleasure, I was shedding tears for 
an affectionate parent! -Thus Divine Provid<*iice thinks proper to mix 
some gall with our portion in life. It is impossible for me to describe 
the variety of passions" now struggling in my breasj:. Ten thousand 
blessings to my charmer on the one hand, and as many tears to a belov- 
ed parent on the other. 1 conceived a notion of two impossibilities ; — 
one of which I am obliged to struggle with, the other, thanks to you, is 
over. I thought I coidd not live without my deal" and honored mother, 
nor enjdy one moment's comfort unlevss I could call yon mine; but I am 
now obliged to submit to the one, whilst I ha\e the pleasing prospect of 
being in possession of the other. Will my dear sympathise with mc. 
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oi will she bear with haman passions 1 And although all my hope of 
temporal happiiieK;^ \s centred in you, yet I iluiibt nut but yuu will excuse 
my sliedtiiifg a teat* uvei* the reuiuind of a dear parent, wiiich I am now 
going to cuinmit to the tunili. My dear creature, were it pusaible fur 
me tu descritx; the inany virtues uf that worthy woman who is now no 
mure, you would draw a veil over the; partiality of filial duty. Her laHt 
words were thet^e : ^* My dear child, 1 am now going to pay that debt 
iroptksed on the whole human race, in consequence of the disobedience 
of our first parents. You know what instructions I have given you 
from time to time, and let me beg of you to adhere to them so far as 
they are consistent witli the will of l-iod, revealed in his word. May 
you be happy in the possession of that young lady on whoru you have 

E laved your affections ; but may botli you and she remember, tlial real 
appiness is not to be found in this world ; and you must consider your 
life m this world as meitly a state of probation. To the Almighty 
Qod I commend you.'* ^ 

She was going on, when the thread of life was broken, and she was 
BO more. Stich was the last end of my dear mother, whose remains 
•re to be interred this -evening, and as soon as I can settle her aflairs 
witli her executors, I will, as it were, fly to meet you. God grant that 
our happiness in tliis life may be conducive* toward promoting our ever- 
lasting felicity hereafter. I am, as before. 

Yours while life remains. 



LETTER 101. 
From the Lady after marriage^ to an unmarried Cotisin. 

DKAR COUSIN, 

I have now changed my name, and instead of liberty must subscribe 
wifs. What an awkward expression, say some; how pleasing, say 
«, others. But let that be as it may, I have bt?en married to my Charles 
these three months, and I can freely acknowledge that J never knew 
happiness till now. To have a real friend to whom 1 can communicate 
' my secrets, and who, on all occasions, is -ready to sympathise witli me, 
> is what 1 never before experienced. All these beneiits^, my dear cous- 
in, I have met with in my beloved husband. His principal care seems 
to be to do every thing possible to please me ; and is there not some- 
thing called duty incumbent on me ? Perhaps you will laugh at the. 
word duty, and say that it imports something like slavery ; but nothing 
is more false; for even the life of a servant is as pleasant as^any other, 
when he obeys from motives of love instead of fear. For my own part, 
my dear, I cannot say that* I am unwilling to be obedient, and yet 1 am 
not commanded to be so by.ray hunband. You have often spoken con- 
temptuously of the marriage state, and I believe your reasons were tliat 
most of those you knew were unhappy ; but that is an erroneous way of 
judging. It was designed b^ the Almighty that men and women should 
live together m a state of society ; that they should become mutual helps 
to each other ; and if they are blessed with children to assist each oth- 
er in giving tliem a virtuous education. Let me tlierefore beg that my 
dear cousin will no longer despise that state for which she was design- 
' ed, and which is calculated to make her happy. But then, my d(»ar» 
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there are two sorts of men you must etadiously aroid ; I mean misers 
and rakes. Thtf first will take every opportunity of abridging your ne- 
cessary' expenses, and the second will leave you nothing fur a subsis- 
tence. The first, by his penuriousness, will cause you to suftcr from 
imaginary wants; the second, by his prodigality, will make yuu a real 
beggar. But your own good sense will point out the propriety of what 
I have mentioned. I^t me heg that you will come and spend a few 
weeks with us ; and if you have any taste for rural and doipestic life, I 
doubt not but you will be pleased. I am your affectionate cousin. 

LETTER 102. 

J^om a young Merchant in New- York, to a PPldow Lady in the 

country, 

MADAM, ' 

Ever since I saw you at the Springs, wheii I was on a- journey to the 
north, my mind has been continually ruminating on your many accom- 
plishments. And although it is possible tliis may be rejected, yet I can , 
no longer conceal a passion which has preyed upon my spirits these six 
weeks. I have been settled in business about three years ; my sncceot 
has been equal to my expectations, and is likewise increasing. My 
family is respectable though ot rich ;(^and as to the disparity of our ages, 
' a fevt years will not make any difference, where the affections are plac- 
• jed on so lovely an objectl I can only say, madam, that I prefer you 
to, all the young ladies I have seen, and if business continues to increase 
I shall be greatly in want of one of your prudence to manage my do- 
mestic affairs. Be assured, madam, that whatever time I can spare 
firom the necessary duties of my -profession shall be devoted toyour com- 

EEiny, and every endeavor used to make your life both aj^eeaffle and 
appy. As you have relations in New-York, tiiey will give you every 
necessary information concerning my character and circumstances, al- 
thonghl have not the pleasure of being known to them. If yon will 
favor me with an answer to this, it will be ever esteemed a particular 
favor, and acknowledged with the sincerest respect, by 

Your real admirer. 



LETTER 103. 

The Lddy*8 Letter to her Brother, an Attorney, concerning the 

above. 

DEAR BROTHER, ' 

You know that in all affairs of importance I have constantly acted by 
your advice, as I am still determined to do ; and' therefore have lent 
you enclosed the copy of a letter which I received by the post, from a 
young gentleman in New-York, whom I have seeif at the springs. Hia 
behavior here was polite without affectation, and an air of sincerity ap- 
peared in all he said. With respect to the subject he writes of, I will 
give you my own thoughts, and delay sending an answer until I have had 
your opinion. 

J am at least a dozen years older than him, and possibly love, eon- 
tracted where there is such difference in the age« of the parties, may ter- 
minate in want of respect on one side, and jealoui^ <hi the other. At 

6* 
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present I ain so pe tered witli rake* aiitl coxcombs, that I would alihost 
willingly give my hand to tlu; fusL wuriliy person that offers. luileeJ I 
have another reason for eniering into theJuarriage state, unu that ic!, 1 
would choose^ as 1 advance in ^ears, to liave a friend to whiiui 1 iiught 
at all times be able to open my mind with freedom, and who woulci tieat 
me with that tenderness whieli my sex cntiiles uie lo. 1 have been a 
widow six years, and whatever others may say, 1 have found it attended 
with many inconveniences, and far from that pleasing life iiiany are 
ready to imagine. But after all, 1 will be directed by you, as iny only 
real friend to whom 1 can apply; if you think proper you may inquire, 
and when I hear from you I will send him an answer. 

I am your affectionate csister. 

LETTER 101. 
The Broiher^s Answer. 



DEAR SISTER, 



I am glad to hear of your prudence in not being very hasty iii an af- 
fair of so great, importance, and u|jou which your happiness or misery 
in this world will inevitably de()end. Your reasons against reujaiuing 
any longer in a state of vvidowhooil are what I much approve of, and il 
will give me great pleasure to promote your interest anil happiness as 
far as I am able. 1 have incjuired concerning Mr. JMoreton, and*e>eiy 
one gives him an excellent (-haracier. 1 have likewise conversed uiih 
him, and find him a very sensible young man. As to your objection 
concerning disparity of age, I do not think it has any great weight, and 
,upon thejrt^hole I have but one' reason against your union, and that is, 
that there is nothing more precarious than cominerce, and the mercliaiit 
who t^day has unlimited credit, may be tomoi row in tlxj list of bank- 
rupts. I do not urge this in order, to prevent your happiness, but only 
that whilst you are free, you may take such measures as to sQcui'e a suf- 
ficiency against the worst. I would by no means dis-suade you from 
complying with his request, as he seems every way worthy' of your 
choice, and 1 really think it may be for you** mutual happiness. Tii(?sej 
dear sister, are niy sentiments concerning this affair : but remember 1 
leave it entirely to yourself, not doubting but you will proceed witb che 
Bame pVudence which you have heretofoj e shown. 

I am your affectionate brother. 

P. S. I would avise you to write to the young man as soon as possi- 
ble. •' 



LETTER 105. 
FYom the Lady to Mr. Moreton. 

SIR, 

I received your letter, and my reason for delaying an answer, was, 
that I wanted first to consult my brother, whose op m ion I had by the 
post yesterday. I freely acknowledge that you are far from being disa- 
greeable, and the advantages on your part with respect to accomplish- 
ments are, I think, superior to mine. But these are but small matters 
when comp>ared witli what is absolutely necessary to make the marriage 
dtate happy. I mean an union of minds. Neitner of us have had ma- 
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ny ojAporiuhitMis of (yynversing together, and when you had you did not 
meiiUoD any thing «f this. I have no objection against marrying, were 
1 assured of being no worse than at present ; but there is such a vwiety 
of unfoveseea accidenis happening in the world, and all conspiring to- 
gether to promote dissensions in families, that we can never be too care- 
ful how to fix our choice. I shall not, sir, from what I have seen of 
your behaviior, and heard of your character, have any objection against 
your TeqJiiest ; but I confess I am afraid you have been rather too pre- 
cipitate in your choice, ^md altliough ray person may have engaged your 
ariiteniion, yet I am afraid all those charms you so much extol . are not 
sufficienl: to keep you loyal to the marriage vow. But I will hope the 
best, and believe you as virtuous as you are represented ; nor will I gi\e 
my hand to any but you. In the rae^n time I shall be glad to hear that 
you ccntkiue your visits to my brother ; you will find him one of the 
most worthy persom you everi^onversed with, and much esteemed for 
his knowledge in the law. I have now given you leave to write as of- 
ten as you please, as I hope all your letters will be interesting : and as 
to the time to be fixed for any thing else, I leave it entirely to be settled 
by yourself and my brother, and am, dear sir. Yours sincerely. 

LETTER 106. 

From a young GentJremqny in expectation of an estate from a penu- 
rious Uncle y to a young Lady of small fortune, desiring her to 
elope with him. 

MY DEAR MARIA, 

My uncle's laying his Injunction upon me not to see you any more, has 
only served to add fuel to my passion. I cannot live witiiout you, and 
if you persist in refusing to comply, X am miserable forever. I ptay no 
regard to his threatenitigs, when put in competition with the love I have 
for you. Do not be afraid of poverty ; if he should continue inexorable 
I have still education sutBcient^ to procure a genteel employment in one 
o^he public offices, where I may rise to preferment. Iherefore,* if 
ever you loved me, let me beg that you will not make me any longer un- 
happy. Let me intreatyou by all that is dear, that ydu will comply 
with my request, and meet me at six on Sunday evening, at the back 
door of the gardefi, where a chaise will be ready. - I will fly on the 
wings of love to mv charmer, and be happy in her embraces forever. 

I am your dear lover. 

LETTER 107, 
T^e Lady''s prudent Answer, 

SIR, 

Though thoronglvly conscious in, this act I make a breach of those laws 
said to be laid down for bvers, especially such of our sex as would rath- 
er be celebrated for a romantic turn of mind, than for what is more 
preferable, a prudent decorum, yet I cannot but be persuaded, there may 
occur such a crisis, as may make it consistent with the strictest rules of 
honor and justice ; which at least ought to he put in the balance, if not 
outweigh whatever custom may have prescribed. That such a crisis 
now exists, your letter, and forjner concurring testimonies, make mani- 
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feat. For I hate too high an opinion of your integrity to doubt their 
truth ; and believe me when I assure yon most solenmlV) I place their 
validity to that account,' and not to mistaken notions* or con«jciou8r>ess of 
my own merit. No, sir, it is from a too sensible conviction of your 
'own injurious error of your passion, I have been induced to commit this 
violence to my sex. I had almost made my sentiments to conjure yoa 
to desist, ere it be too late, in the pursuit of a passion, that cannot but 
bring with it a train of inevitable miseries, since it must be attended 
with the violation of your duty to that relation whom you are lx>und to 
pay implicit obedience to, by nature and gratitude. 1 will not ofiend 
your delicacy, in urging those of interest and independency, diough each 
consideration ought to have its prevalence, against making a sacrifice of 
it to an impetuous passion for one, whose single desert is, mat shfe dreads 
your indigence more than she regrets that of the' Unfortunate. 

LETTER 108. ^ 

From a young Officer to a Lady with whom he U in love. 

SKAIl SOPHIA, 

When our regiment received orders to march from West Point, I was 
almost in a state of distraction. To be forced to leave her who is al* 
ready in possession of my heart, and separated by such a distance, had 
almost induced me to give up my commission ; nor have I any resource 
left but that of the pen. After a long and tedious march we arrived 
here, where we are to remain till next summer. But, alas ! how insig- 
oificant are all the allurements of tlie place, and the gaiety of my fcHow 
officers, when compared with the pleasing moments spent in your com- 
pany. How long, my dear, must I be unhappy 1 Will not your sym- 
pathising nature pity ray distracted mind 1 How lamentable the thought, 
that whilst I am writing this, some more fortunate lover may be mak- 
ing his addresses to my charmer, and even obtaining ah interest in her 
heart ! B^t what am I saying '? Whither does my delirium drive n^l 
No, my dear girl, I know the generosity of your nature ; I dare TOt 
suspect ^our sincerity, and still believe you mine. The principal gen- 
tlemen in New-York invited the officers of our regiment to a ball, and 
all but myself considered the entertainment as a very great honor ; each 
danced with his partner, as I was told. In order to avoid the company 
without giving offence, I mounted guard for that day, and enjoyed my- 
self eitlier thinking of you, or conversing with the soldiers. 

According to ray promise, I have sent enclosed to your father, and I 
doubt not of his being surprised, unless you have mentioned it to him. I 
am impatient for his answer as well as yours. Adieu, my charmer ; 
let ue bear from you immediately. I am yours forever. 

LETTER 109. 
The Cfficer't Letter to the Lady^s Father. 

HONORED SIR, 

The generosity which I experienced from you whjlst our raiment 
was stationed at West Point, will ever lay me under the greatest obli- 
gations ; but at present I have something of more importaince to com* 
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muoicate, upon which all my happiness or misery in this world dependi, 
and your answer will either secure tlie one or hasten the other. 

The many aaiiahle accoiu|)iishinents of your beloved Sciphia stole in- 
sensibly on my heart, and 1 fuund myself passionately in love will) her 
before I wab able to make a declaration of my sentiments, nor did I do 
it until the day we were ordered to march. I hope, therefore, you will 
forgive my not mentioning it to you; I Wcis really so much agitated as 
to be nearly unable to attend my duty. I doubt not but one of your 
. sensibility linows what it is to be in love. Your daughter, I freely ac- 
knowledge, is adorned with so many virtues, that she is entitled to the 
best husband in America ; and although I dare not hope to merit tliat 
appellation, yet I will make it ray constant study to promote her happi- 
ness. 

I have often told you Xhat my parents died whiliP I was young, and 
left me to the care of an uncle lately returned from the East Indies, 
-where he had acquired a considerable fortune. IVly inclination led me 
to the army, and my uncle had procured me a commission. Ever since 
he has treated me as his own son, and being n bachelor has made a will 
in ray favor. He is now a Senator in Congress, and has given me leave 
to choose a wife for myself without any uttter qualifications than virtue. 
I ha%'e written to him concerning your daughter, and his answer is, that 
he shall consider me as extremely happy in l)eing connected with so 
worthy a family as yours. I h(ipe you will not have any obji^ction 
against my being in the army. It was originally my own choice, and I 
doubt aot of rising in time to the command of a regiment. There is a 
sort of reverential fear upon my mind, whilst I am writing to so worthy 
a person as the father of my beloved Sophia. Dear sir, excuse my 
youth, and the violence of my passion. Let me l»eg your answer, and 
oh ! let it contain your approbation. ^ 

I am, honored sir, yours with the greatest respect^ 

LETTER 110. 

TJu young Lady's Letter to her Lover, . 

^DEAR WILLIAM, 

/ ' Not more welcome is the appearance of an inn to a weary traveller, 
than your kind letter was tc^me. But how is it possible that you should 
barlior the least suspicion of my fidelitvl Does my William imagine 
that L would sufter the addresses of syiy jop or c<i\cx)mh after I was 
boilnd in the most solemn manner, I mean by promise ; and l)e assured 
I pay the same regard to my word as my oath. If there is ever an ob- 
struction to our love it must arise from yourself. My affections are too 
permanently fixed ever to be removed from the beloved object ; and my 
happiness or misery will be in proportion to your conduct. The enclos- 
ed, from my father, will, I hope, lie agreeable; I have not se^n it, and 
therefore can only judge of its contents by the conversation last night at 
supper. When your letter waa delivered, ray honored father was ex- 
tremely ill of a cold, so that I did not deliver it to him till next morn- 
ing at breakfast ; he retired to his closet to read it, and at dinner told 
me he would deliver me an answer in the evening. Accordingly, afler 
supper, and the servants being retired, the best ot parents spake as fel* 
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lovrs : ** My dear child, from tlie principles of that education which you 
have received, I doubt not but you must be convinced that it is my duty 
to promote your interest as far as I am able, and how far my conduct aa 
a fatlTer has been consistent with that rule, I appeal to yourself; your 
own conscience will witness, whether I have not at all times studied to 
promote your interest, and it is with pleasure tliat I now say, that your 
filial duty was equal to my.higliest wishes. With respect to the stibject 
of the letter you gave me this morning, I can only say, that I have no 
objection to your complying with the young gentleman's request, as I 
think it may be for your mutual happiness. Indeed, I had -some suejpi- 
cion of it before he lefr this place ; but being well convinced of his 
merit, I was almost assured no step of that nature would be taken with- 
out my consent. That you have, and even my approbation. May you 
both be as happy as I wish ! I desire no more." Here die good man 
stopped; tears hindered him from proceeding, and me from making a 
reply. A scene of tenderness ensued, which you may feel, alihaugh I 
cannot describe it. His owo letter will convince you, and you may 
make wtiat use of it you please. 

I cannot conclude without mentioning your conduQt at the New- York 
ball. Were tliere none among so many beauties able to attract ray 
William's notice 1 and will he at all times prefer my company to that 
of the gay and the beautiful ? I will hope so, and happy shall I be if 
not disappointed. In hopes of hearing from you soon, I shall subscribe 
myself Yours forever. / 

LETTER 111. 

The Father'' 8 Answer to the young Gentleman, 

MT DEAR yOUNQ FRIEND, 

Ever since I first had the pleasure of yonr conversation, I considei'ed 
yon as a young gentleman of real merit, who would not be guilty of an 
ungenerous«action, and to that was owing not only the respect I always 
treated you with, but the common indulgence to converse freely with my 
daughter. I can freely excuse your not communicating yotir sentiments 
to me before you left this place. Your ardor was somewhat precipitate, 
and, as you well observe, I know what it is to be in love. The account 
of your uncle and family I know to be true, for I met w ith that worthy 
person who is your benefactor a few days ago at the stage office m this 
city, and he confirms the trudi of all you have written. My dear sir, if 
ever you live to be a father, you will know what I feel on the present 
occasion ; a willingness to give her to you, from a firm persuasion of 
your merit; and anxiety for her preservation, from a conviction in my 
own mind, that there is nothing permatient in this world. However, 
sir, you have my free consent to marry n)y child, and may the Divine 
Providence Ije your guide in the whole of your progress through -this 
life ! My ill state of health serves as a monitor to inform you that uiy 
time in this world will be but short; and there is nothing would give me 
greater pleasure than to see my deaf Sophia happily settled before I re- 
tire to the land of forgetfulness, where the wicked cease from troub- 
ling, and where the weary are at rest. How great, sir, is the charge 
which I commit to your care ; the image of a hclovcd wife long since 
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dead, and the hope of m^ declining years ! Her education has been 
consistent with her rank in life, and her conduct truly virtuous. I have 
not the least doubt of her conjugal duty, and your felicity in acting con- 
formable to the character of a husband. Upon that supposition 1 leave 
her entirely to you ; and as soon as you can obtain leave from the colo- 
nel, I shall expect to see you at this place, to receive from my hands all 
that is dear to me in this world. Your uncle has likewise promised to 
be here, so that all things are according to your professed wishes. 

I am, sir, yours sincerely. 

^ LETTER 112. 

*Ftom aydung Man just out of his Apprenticeship ^ to his Sweet' 

heart in the neighborhood. '•^■'"' * 

DEAR SALLY, ' ^^ ' 

I have been long in love ^with you, but was afraid to tell you. When 
I go with you to the Theatre or Vauxhail Garden I am almost like a 
fool, and altogether unfit for company. I think of you all day, .and at 
night I dream of my dear Sally. I am well settled in work, and my 
wngos are eight dollars every week. You and I can live on that, and X 
shall bring it home untouched on Saturday evening. I will not go to 
any tavern, but as soon as my work is done, return home to my dearly 
bejoved Sally. I hope, my dear, you will not be angry, for I am really 
in love. J cannot be happy unless you are mine. 1 was afraid to men- 
tion this to you, but if you will leave an answer at my lodgings, I will 
meet you next Sunday after dinner, at the Battery, when we will take 
a walk t<5 Vauxhail and drink tea. How happy sh.ill I be to hear from 
my charmed ; but a tliousand times more to think she will he mine. 

I am, m^ dear« vour real lover. 

, LETTER 113. 

The Answer. 

DEAR JACK, 

I received your very kind letter, but I" do not know what to say in 
^ answer. Although I would be glad to marry, yet you men are so de- 
ceiving, that there is no such thing as trusting you. There is Tom. 
Timber the carpenter, and Jack Hammer the smith, who have not been 
married above six months, and every night come home druiik and beat 
their wives. What a miserable life is that. Jack, and how do I know 
but you may be as bad to me 1 How do I know but you like diem may 
get drunk every night, and beat me black and blue before morning ! I 
do assure you. Jack, if I thought that v\'ould be the case, T would scrub 
floors and scour saucepans as long as I live. But possibly you may not 
be so bad ; for there is Will. Cooper the brasier, and Oliver Smith the 
painter, who are both very happy witli their wives ; they are both home- 
bringing husbands, and have e\ery day a hot joint of meat. I know 
not yet what I shall do, but as T like to walk to Vauxhail I will meet 
you at the Batteiy on Sunday 'after dinner, and then we will t^dk more 
of the matter. X am, dear Jack, your most humble servant. 
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LETTER 114. 

JFVom the Gentleman.* 

KADAM, ^ 

It was a question among the stoics, whether the whole of human life 
afforded most pleasure or pain 1 For my own part, I have alwayf 
wished to consider thingii in their fairest light, but I often find my reso- 
lution weakened ; and when I think to act the philosopher, I feel my- 
self nothing but a man. When my late wife died, about two years ago, 
I proposed making the tour of England, tliat by mixing with strangers 
my thoughts might be led from fruitless reflections on the loss I hnd siMr 
tamed : u loss which none but myself knew. It is g'ue, it has beeil^v 
fer succestiful tliat it has taught me two tilings : fir*, resignation to the 
will of heaven ; and secondly, that I am still unhappy in the want of a 
femdie partner.^ The agreeable company at the house of your wortliy 
brother obliged me to spend mote time at York than I at first intended, 
nor did I know until 1 had proceeded some miles that I should l)e oblig- 
ed once more to return. In short, madam, I am a second time in love; 
and although you may be disposed to laugh, yet I assure you I am in 
real earnest; your -own dear self is the object. But perJiaps you will 
ask, how happeqs all this ? I answer, that I cannot lell how it happens. 
But I am really fond of domestic life, and am onc« more resolved to al- 
ter my condition. I cannot flatter, and I think both you and I have liv- 
ed long enough to judge for ourselves. There was somewhat pleased 
me much in the prndent manner you conduct the affairs of your brother's 
house; but, as he is on tlie point of being married, that employ .xient 
will cease when the other event takes place. I did not hear that yon 
was engaged by promise to any other ; and as you have heard some- 
thing concerning my family, character, and circumstances, you are more 
able to judge whetlier my present proposal is for your interest. In case ' 
you have any objections to my, having children, I can only sajLthat they 
will be easily answered. I haVe told you before that I have only two 
young daughters now at a boarding school, and I have settled each of 
their marriage portions, and the remainder is entirely for myself; andy 
without being ^ny real prejudice to toy children, is more than sufficient- 
for us both. As to the common objection against being a step mother, f 
think it may be easily answered, when I tell you, that my children will 
treat you with all manner of respect. I do not imagine you can esteem 
me worse for loving my cliildren; I have too good an opinion of you to 
think so ; and as for the odious appellations usually thrown out against 
step mothers, they can only be considered, by a lady of your sensibility, 
as the effect of prejudice, opeiating upon vulgar minds, occasioned by 
the conduct of some inhuman wretches, who are a disgrace to society, 
and who would have acted in the same manner had diey been placed m 
any other station in life. Your own good sense will point out the pro- 
priety of what I say. From what I have written you will be able to 
judge whether or not the proposals I have now made are apparently for 

' ■ — 

* The six following are genuine, and passed between a gentleman and 
lady in England some time ago, but were once before published 
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yonr real advantage. All that I desire is, to live in amity and friend- 
ship with the woman on whom X have placed my afTections, as long aa • 
' I am in this world. Every thing in mj power will be exerted to make 
you as happy as possible, as I think, if I am not mistaken, every part 
of your conduct will entitle you to deserve it. I hope you will not defer 
sending me an answer, as I shall wait for it with the utmost impatience* 

I am, madam, youre sincerely and affectionately. 

LETTER 115. 

The Lady't Answer. 

SIB, 

I have just received your l^ter, and for mv own part must say that 
you have acted the philosopher extremely well. I thought tliat love let- 
ters had not usually Ijeen extracted from Seneca or Epictetns ; but why 
do I wonder, when even a lady now alive went through die drudgery of 
learning the Greek language, m order to acquire the honor of being the 
translator of the latter. However, she has got far enough, and I have 
not any intention of following her, but shall consider my lover'a philo- 
sophical letter. 

Whilst you remained at our house, I must acknowledge that your 
company was agreeable, and our assiduity to please arose from a con- 
sciousness of your merit as a gentleman, akiiongh at that time neither 
my brother nor myself had' the most distant thoughts of ever hearing 
6uch a proposal as your letter contains. It is our common practice to 
entertain strangers in the same manner as we did you, which is consis- 
tent with old English hospitality, and something like tiie conduct of the 
ancient patriarchs. 

The proposal which you have sent me is of too serious a nature to be 
treated liglitly ; it requires to be considered with the greatest attention, 
especially as a wrong step of that soru not only destroys all hopes of 
temporal happiness, but what is infinitely worse, often endangers that 
which is eternal. I doubt not but you have seen many fatal instances 
of this melancholy truth, viz : That those who were bound by the most 
solemn engagements to go hand in hand through affluence and poverty, 
have often prevented the one, and hastened those afflictions inseparably 
connected witli the other. The consideration of tiiose things presents 
us with a glaring proof of the corruption of human nature in general, 
and particularly its most desirable state, pretended conjugal felicity. 
The causes from which unhappiness arises in families are various ; and 
although I never was a wife, yet I have seen many fatal instances of 
their pernicious effects. 

You yourself seem* to be aware of this in the objections stated in 
your letter J and although I have convincing proofs that your circum- 
stances are consistent with your representation of tliera, yet the second 
objection is not so easily answered ; nor, indeed, have you done it to my 
satisfaction. Your answers to the common objections made against 
step mothers are altogether rational ; they are what reason will at aH 
times dictate, and prudence on every occasion require ; but you will ex- 
cuse me if I tell you sincerely, that even in the opinion of the reflecting 
part of tht werldt, the life of a step mother is far more disagreeable 
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tlian you endeavor to persuade me. All eyes are upon them, and even 
their virtues construed into faults. I acknowledge that it could never 
enter into the mind of a rational creature, I mean one that is really so^ 
that a woman should tyrannize over two or three orphans, for no other 
reason, save only that iheir mother was their father's former wife. — 
This would prove her guilty of three of the most odious crimes, capable 
of being conuuitted in the conjugal state. First, inhumanity to the de- 
ceased mother ; secondly, cruelty to the surviving children ; and lastly, 
a total disrespect to her husband. For what woman would esteem the 
man, or what regard could she think he would have for her children, if 
he did not treat, or cause to be treated with tenderness, those who were 
born of a woman equally dear with herself? But you know, sir, that 
w'e live in the world ; and few, I believe ,*would choose to have their 
lives rendered unlrappy if they could possibly avoid it. Your character, 
circumstances, and accomplishments, might entitle you to a much better 
yife than nje ; but, I confess the above reasons weigh strong injny mind 
against such a connexion ; and unless they are answered more to my 
satisfaction than what you have already done, I should choose to rema'ui 
as I am. In the mean time, I shall be glad at all times to hear from 
you, and am. Your sinceTe well wisher. 

LETTER 116. ' 

The. Gentleman' 8 Reply, 

DEAR MADAM, 

I have always thought theire were none more ready to coAdemi>the 
conduct of others than those whq^are most guilty themselves, and of thirf 
your letter is a most convincing proof. Do not be surpriscii, for 1 am 
really in earnest. You have accused me of acting the philosopher, 
whilst you seem much better acquainted with those sages than myself. 
But pray, madam, is it any great fault to write a love letter in a serious 
strain 1 Or should every thing on that subject be only a jumble of in- . 
coherent nonsense 1 |>hould the lover divest himself of the man, and be- 
cause he prefers a woman to the rest of her sex, must he act tlie part 
of a fool to obtain her *? I dare venture to say you will answer in the 
negative. Your letter contains so many prudential reasons for refusing 
my offer, that I should be stupid indeed if I did not consider themes the 
result of a well informed judgment. All the objection I liave to them is, 
that diey appear too much grounded on popular censure. I believe you 
are well acquainted with the world, and you know that tl)€ best actions 
have been misrepresented, and the most amiable characters traduced. 
Nor has this been confided to any one station in life ; it has diffused it- 
self through them all ; and, although its baleful influence has often ren- 
dered innocence miserable, yet the prudent will despise it with that 
contempt it so justly merits. Virtue is its own reward ; and happiness 

« «Deaf to folly's call, 

Attend the music of die mind." 

Whilst a woman of your good sense has the answers of a good con- 
science in approbation of your conduct, how insignificant must the envi- 
ous censures of malice appear, when compared with real peace of mind 
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Indeed, I think I shall not be gniltv of blasphemy when I call your re- 
linement of sentiment, false delicacy. However, as I said before, I 
am really m earnest ; and, if 1 have not formed an erroneous JKJcrn.ent, 
you are the only person I have conversed with, since I became a wid- 
ower, with whom I think I can live happv. And will von, madam, be 
so cruel as to reject my suit 1 I ,Jo not think it is consistent with vour 
good nature ; and, although I think it is beneath a generous mind to 
purchase a wile, yet I shall be willing to make vou a settlemgnt ade- 
quate to your utmost wishes, besides a sufficiency for your children, if 
Ave shoutd be blessed with any. Your answer to'thig is impatiently ex- 
^-^^^ ^y Your real admirer. . 

LETTER 117. 

From the Lady^ in Answer. 
SIR, 

I perused your letter, and begrin to be afraid that I have tampered with 
3?ou too long, to conceal the real sentiments of my mind from one so 
justly entitled to know them as you are. 

My objections, I assure you, 'sir, w^Ve not the effect of levity, but 
arose from the most mature deliberation ; nor wouUl I, on any account, 
impose on the man to whom I intended to give my hand, and consequent- 
ly my heart. This woidd have lioen a crime attended with more aggra- 
vated circumstances than any which you have mentioned, and less e'nti- 
tled to an excuse. Hypoefisy is the same under whatever character it 
appears ; and the person who is guilty of it in the sn)idlest matters will 
beequally so in the greatest. Your answer to iny objections are alto- 
gether satisfactory, and I am now convinced that I may now become 
your wife, and at the same time at least a nominal mother to your chil- 
dren; 1 say nominal, for although I should on all occasions consider 
myself obliged to act with humanity to your children as well as my own, 
yet T may be still naincl by the above appellation. However, as your 
person, company and conversation are agreeable, and as your character 
stands unimpeached, I aln almost inclined to try that fife to which I 
have been hitherto a stranger. It is, I assure you, with difiidence, and 
if attended with any unfavorable circumstances, may possibly be more 
my fault than yours. We cannot foresee future events, and are there- 
fore obliged to leave them to the direction of an unerring Providence. 
I shall therefore not detain you any longer, but only to inform you, that 
my brother was married yesterday to Miss Bright; may every happi- 
ness atteiid them both in time and eternity ! You will receive* a letter 
enclosed f'rom him, and you may be assured that I have not now any ob- 
jections against being connected with you for life. The time fixed for 
that period depends entirely upon your owii choice and appointment, 
and I think you cannot reasonably desire more. All that I desLce, is 
onlir to be treated consistently with the professions you have an^ady 
made. If so, I think I cannot fail of being as happy as is consistent" 

with the state of affairs in this world, and 1 do not look for miracles. 

As you will doubtless be nmch hurried before you set out for London, 
one letter more will be suflicient till I eee you ;'ia- the mean time, may 
you rest content and happy. . - 1 am yours truly. 
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tions, unless you are my real enemy ; but your temlei* nature cannot te 
so cruel. Be mine, my dear, and I am yours forever. My Bervant 
shaU wait for an answer to your jsiucere iover, whose sole happiness i» 
centred in you. Yours niost airectionuteiy. 

LETTER 124. 
The Jjody^s Rejoinder, 

SIR, * 

I find when one of^ your sex forms a resolution, yon are determined to 

fo through, whatever be the event. Your answer to my hrsl objciction 
must confess is satisfactory. I wish I could say so of the oti>ers ; bnt 
I find that if I must comply I shall be obliged to trust tlie remainder to 
yourself. Perhaps this is always tiie case, and the most cauti«<us have 
neen deceived. However, sir, 1 have conmuinicaied the contents of 
your letter to Mrs. Baker, as you know she lias been to me as a parent. 
She has no objection, and I am at last resolved to comply. I must give 
myself up to you as a poor frien»iless orplian, and shall endeavor to net 
consistent with the rules laid down and enforced by our holy religion ; 
and if you should so far deviate from the paths of virtue as to upbraid m« 
with poverty, I have no friends to complain to, but Uiat Goa whois the 
" father of tiie fatherless.*' But 1 ha\e a better opiuion of you than to 
entertain any such fears, I have left the time to your own appointment, 
and let me beg that you will continue in the practice of that virtuous ed- 
ucation which you have received. Virtue is its own reward, and lean- 
not be unhappy with the man who prefers the duties of religion to gaiety 
----&n3 dissipation. 1 am yours sincerely. 

LETTER 125. 
JProm Or Lady to a Gentleman^ complaining of indifference, 

SIR, 

However light you may make of promises, yet 1 am foolish enough to 
consider them as something more than tsides ; and am likewise induced 
to believe that the man who voluntarily beaks a promise will not pay 
much regard to an oath ; and if so, in what light nmst I consider your 
conduct 1 Did I not give you my promise to be yours, and had you no 
other reason for soliciting than merely to gratify your vanity 1 A brutal 
gratification, indeed, to triumph over the weakness of a woman whose- 
greatest fault was that she loved you. I say loved you, for. it was in 
consequence of that passion I first consented to become yours. Has 
your conduct, sir, been consistent with my submission, or your own sol- 
emn profession 1 Is it consistent with the character of a gentleman, 
^ first to obtain a woman's consent, and afterwards boast that he had dis- 
carded her, and found one more agioeable to his wishes'? Do not 
equivocate; I have too convinciiig proofs of your insincerity ; I saw 
vou yesterday vi'alking with Miss Benson, and am informed that you 
have proposed marriage to her. Whatever you lyay think, sir, I have a 
spirit of disdain, and even of resentment, equai to your ingratitude, and 
can treat the wretch witli a proper indifference, who can make bo slight 
a matter of the most solemn promises. Miss Benson may become your 
wife, but she will receive into her arms a perjured husband; nor <fan ev- 
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you of my general sincerity. Believe roe, my tlearest ADnette^- wers 
our circumstances reversed, 1 should hardly take to myself the Credit of 
doing a gen«jrou8 action, in overlooking the consideration of wealth, and 
snaking you an unreserved tender of my hand and fortune. I thall await 
▼our answer in a state of unpleasant impatience, and therefore rely ob- 
your htinuuilty not lo keep roe long in sutJi^ense. 

I am, madam, your most humble lervant. 

LETTER 120. 

Hie Ansioer. 

•IR, 

Giving you credit, as I do, for an elevation of mind capable of the 
most generous sentiments, I cannot believe yon guilty of the meanness of 
upecuiating on the heart of a lady with a view to her jjroperty. Know- 
ing your accorMp!ir;hed manners, and cultivated understanding, I feel the 
greatest obligation to you for the polite and alTectiouate declaration coiv 
tained in yonr letter. In an aftair of so much importance, however, I 
niUBt refer myself entirely to the discretion of mv father. At the 8Qiae 
lime 1 must caution you against feeling hurt at minute iuquivies, and res- 
olute objections, which perhaps may be made; young people think too 
little of wealth, old ones perhaps too mucli ; but I know my father'* 
prudence and kindness so well, as to pledge rayflclf to abide by his final 
decision, whatever pain it may coat me. Yet I advise you not to des- 
pair of success, aa you will find a warm and zealous advocate in 

Your sincere friend and humble servant. 



LETTER 131. - - . 

Ftom a Gentleman of some fortuncy who had seen a Lady in pyJth 

lie, to her Mother. 
MADAM, 

I shall be very happy if you are not altogether unacqiiainted with the 
name which is at tlie bottom of this letter, since that will prevent me the 
necessity of saying so«iie things concerning m3'self which had better be 
heard from others. Hoping that it may be so, I shall not trouble yoQ 
on that bead ; but only say, that I have the honor to be of a family not 
mean, and not wholly wi'.hout a fortune. 

I was yesterday, madam, at the rehearsal at St. Paul's,' and have 
been informed that a lady who commanded my attention there has the 
happiness to be your daughter. It is on account of that lady that I now 
write to you ; but I am aware you will say this is a rash and an idle 
manner of attempting an acquaintance. I have always been of opinioa 
that nothing deserves censure which is truly honorable and undisguised. 
1 take the freedom to tell you, madam, tliat I believe she is worthy of a 
much better offer ; but I am assured my happiness will depend upon her 
accepting or refusing this. « In tlie first place I request to know wheth- 
er the lady be engaged, for I am an entire stranger 5 and if she be not, 
I beg, that after having informed yoiuself who it is tliat wishes to be in- 
troduced to her, you wiU do me the favor of letting me be answered. I 
mm very much an enemy, madam, to the usual nonsense upon these oe» 

lieos ; but it weuld be injustiee to mvgelf to «OBclude without fayiog 
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tliat my njiitJ woqU \te very ill at ea^e iintiM know how tlud addreM m 
r«fceived. 1 hti\e iLe huuur to be, maJatu, witli tiie greaiebt retyped, 

Your very obedient humblo &ervuDt* 

LETTER 132. 
The Mother*8 Answer, ■ * 

•IR, ^ ^ 

The letter which you have done me the honor to Write to me epeakt 
you a geutleiiiuu aud a mau of setme. I am t>or<ry to ucqimint you, thnt 
aftor such a prepoot$etibioiiJn your favor, I am for more than one reason 
debiroud to decliue the ofi'or you are pleased to make of an uliiuuce iu 
my family. My daughter is very deai* to me, atid I think she has cas^t 
a-n eye elisewiiere ; I tiiiuk there its something indelicate and improper iu 
tills wild manner of engaging i)i an attachment, and in pleading in favor 
of it.* I wish you had known my daughter more before you had spoke 
no much, and had met with me among my acquaintance to liave men- 
tioned' it. 1 am convinced, sir, I do not tiiink more of you than I may 
with jubtice, when J confeijti toyou that I believe yoU would be more 
than an ec{ual ntatch for my daughter ; for though she h*is (and suffer 
me, sir, although she is my child, to say it) great merit, her fortune, al- 
though not quite inconsiderable, is not great. Yod will see, sir, tliat I 
ivaver^ in my opinion u;)on tliis subject; but you must attribute it 
\o the true cause ; and believe that every ,thing which has, be it ever so 
remote, a tendency to mv daughter's welfare, will make me very cau- 
tious of determining. I'o giv,e you my final sense, (at leaut what is fi- 
nal to me at present) I have not a^lhought of asking who it is that hag 
tlms favored us, nor would advise my daughtt:r to remember it. I tliank 
you, sir, in her name as well as my own, for tiie honor you intend us, 
aud am, sir, -> Your most obedient servant. 

^ LETTER 133. 

jFVom a young Tradesman to a Gentleman, d&smng pervdmon to 

viiit his jOau^hter, 
silt, 

I flatter myself that the inftgrity-of my intention will excuse the froo- 
doui of these lew lines, whereby I'am to acquaint you of the great re* 
gard and esteem I have for your daugiiter. I would ,Dot, sir, attempt 
any indirect address, that shuuid have liie least appearance of Inconsis** 
tency with her duty to you, and my Jionorable views to lier, choosing by 
your influence, if I may approve myself to" you worthy of that honor, to 
commend myself to her approbation. You are not insensible, sir, by 
the credit I have hitherto preserved in the world, of my ability, by Goda 
blessing, to make her happy. This rather emboldens me to request tlid 
favor of an evening's coniversutiou with yoci, at your first convenience ; 
when I wi^ more ^lly explain niysolf, as 1 earnestly hope, to your eat* 
idfaetlon, and take my encourageiisent or discourageicent tirom your owa 
BOtttlK' I am, sir, in the mean time,^ witb.gteat respact, 

Y Your huifbble eert^nt. 
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LETTER 134. 
From the same to the young Lady, by permtsnon of tjic Father. * 

MISS, 

I hope I shall stand excused in venturing to make known to your hon- 
ored father the great desire I have to be thought wortliy of a relation to 
bim. As he has not discouraged nie in the hopes I have entertained, 
that I may possibly be not unacceptable to him, and to all yoyr worthy 
family, I propose to do myself the honor of a Visit to you next Monday. 
Though lie has been so good as to promise tQ introduce me, and I .uake 
no d^ubt has acquainted you wjth it, I nevertheless give you die trouble 
of these lines, that I might not appear wanting in any ouivvard demon- 
etratioh of that inviolable respect with which I am, dear Miss, 

Your devoted humble servant. 

, LETTER 1S5. 
From a Widow to a young Man, rejecting his suit. 

SIR, 

The objections I have to make to the proposal contained in your let- 
ter are but fevy, but they demand some attention, and will, I believe, t>e 
rather difficult to be^nswered. 

You are, by your account, two and twenty ; I am^ by mine, six and 
forty. You are too young to know the duties of a father ; I have a son 
who is seventeen, and consequently too old to learn the' duties of a eon 
from one so little his senior. Thus much with respect to age. As to 
the little fortune I possess, I consider myself as merely a trustee for my 
children, and will not therefore impose on you by acceding to the com- 
mon report that I am rich. However, ofi you have borne a lieutenant's 
commission these three years,' as you tell me, you may have reserved 
out of the profits of that a sufficient sbm to obviate every difficult on 
that head. , . 

I will press these objects no farther ; when you have convinced me 
that in point of age, fortune and morals, you are such a person aa I can, 
without reproach, take for a husband, and admit as a guardian of my 
children, I shall cease to think, as Ijaow candidly confess I do, that mo- 
tives far from honorable, or disinterested love, have influenced your ap- 
plication. Till that happens I most regret that an ill-timed effi)rt of 
gallantry on your pait deprives me of the pleasure of subscribing my- 
self ' Yom* sincere friend. 

LETTER 186. 

From a young Lady to a Gentleman that courted her, tohom she 
could not esteem, out forced by her parents to receive his visits, 

niR, 

Tt is an exceedingly ill r^um ti;iat I make the respect you have for 
me, when I acknowledge to you, though the day of our marciage is ap- 
' pointed, that I am incapable of loving you. You may Irave observed in 
the long conversations we have had at those times that we were left to- 
gether, that some secret hung upon my inind. J was obliged to an am- 
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biguouB behavior, and durst not reveal myself furtJier, because my m* di- 
ev, fi*um a closet near where we sat, could hear our oonversalipn. I 
liave sti'lct commands fi-om both my parents to receive yiui, aifd am un- 
done forever unless you will be so kind and generous as to refuse me. 
Consider, sir, the misery of bestowing yourself upon OQe who can have 
no prospect of happiness but from your death. Thtt is a confession 
made perhaps with offensive sincerity ; but that conduct is much to be 
preferred .to a covered dislike, which could not but pall all the sweets 
of life, by im^siug on you a companion that dotes and languishes for 
another. I will not go so far as to say, my passion for the gentleman 
whose wife I am by prpmise, would lead me to any thing criminal against 
^our honor. I know it il^ bad enough to a man of your sense to expect 
nothing but forced civilities in return for tender endearments, an;l cold 
esteem for undeserved luve. If you will on this occasion let reason Uike 
place of passion, I doubt not but fate has in store for you some worthier 
object, on whom }ou can depend for a reciprocal afii'ection, in reconr- 
pence of your goodness to the only woman who could be insensible to 
yom' merit. I am, sir, your most humble servant. 

' LETTER 137. 

From a young Lady in the country to her Father, acguainting htm 
with an offer^ made to her of Marriage, 

HONORED FATHeIi, * • 

My duty teaches me to acquaint you with a circumstance which may 
become of importances to me. 

A gentleman of this town, whose nan^ is Smith, and by business a 
linen draper, has made some overtures to my cousin Arnold, in the way 
of courtship to me. My cousin has brought him Once or twice into my 
company, as he has a high opinion of him and his circumstances. He 
has been set up three years, possesses a very good business, and lives in 
credit and fashion. He is about twenty-seven yeus old,, and is very 
good looking in his person. He seems not to want sense or manners, 
and is come of^a good family. He has opened hi^ mind to me, and 
boasts how well he can raaiuialn me ; bai 1 assure you, sir, I have given 
him no encouragement, yet he resolves to .persevere, and pretends extra- 
ordinaiy aftection and esteem. -I would not, sir, by any means omit to 
acquaint you with the beginning of an ailuir ; tliat would show a diso- 
bedience unworthy of your Kind indulgence and affection. Pray give 
my humble duty to my honored mother, love to my brother and sister, 
and my best respects to all my friends. 

^ I am your ever dutiful daughter. 

LETTER 138. 

7%« Amvyer, 

DEAR KLIZA, 

I have received your letter of the first instant, relating to the address- 
ei.of Mr Smith. I would advise yon neither to encourage nor discour* 
age his suit ; for if, on inquiry into his character and circumstances, I 
shall find that they are answerable to your cousin'9 good opinion of them 
and his own assurances, I know not but his suit may be worthy of at-. 
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tention. However, inv (I'^ar girl, consider that men arc deceitful, oTjd 
nlw^vs put the best side oittwarck. It may possibly, on the strict inqui- 
ry which the nature and importance of the rase demand«>, come out far 
o^)icr\yit»e than it at present appears. Let me, therefore, advise" you to 
net in this matter with great prudence, and that you make not yourself 
too cheap, for men are apt to slight what is too easily obtained. In the 
mean time he may be told, that vou are entirely resolved to abide by my 
determination in an affair of this great importance. This will put him 
on applying to me, who, you need not doubt, will in this case, afl in all 
<^ others, study your good. Your mother gives her blessing to you, and 
joins in the advice you here receive fom Your affectionate hither. 

' LETTER 13S». 

From Mr, SwAth to the young Lady^t Father. 

BOKORKD SIR, 

Though personally unknown to yon, I take the lil)erty to declare the 
great value and affection I have for your amiable daughter, whom I Iiave 
nad the honor to see at my friend's house. I should think myself en- 
tirely unworthy of her favor and your approbation, if I could have 
thought of influencing her resolution but in obedience to your pleasure, 
as I should, on such a supposition, offer an injury' likewise to that pru- 
dence in herself which I flatter myself is not the least of her amiable 
perfections. If I might have the honor of your countenance^ sir, on 
this occasion, I would open myself and circumstances to you in that 
frank and honest manner, which should convince you of the sincerity of 
my affnclion-for your daughter, and at the same time of thte honorable- 
ness of my intentions In the mean time, I will in general say, that I 
have been set up in business, in the linen drapery way, upwards of three 
years; that I have a very good trade for the time; and that I had a 
thousand dollars to begin wiih, which I have iinjiroved to fifteen hun- 
dred, as I am ready to make appear to your satis-faction ; that I am de- 
scended of a creditable f unily, have done noihing to Ftaiu iny character, 
and that my trade is still further improveable, as I shall, I hope, enlarge 
my capital. This, sir, I thought but honest and fair to ai quaint you 
with, that you might know something of a person who sues to you for 
your countenance, and that of your good lady, in an aHau* that 1 hope 
may one day prove the greatest happinrss of my life, as it must be, if I 
can be blessed with that and your daughter's approbation. In hopes of 
which, and the favor of a line, I tiil<e the liheity to subdcribe inyself, 
good sir. Your obedient and humble servant. 

LETTER 140. 

From a Gentleman to a Lady whom he accuses of inconstancy, 

MADA.M, 

Y'ou will not, I presume, be snrptised at a letter in the place of a vis- 
it from one whotiannot but have reason to bclif;ve that it may fmd as 
ready a welcome as he would himself. 

You should not supppose, if loveis have lost their sight, that their 
tenece are all banished : and if I refuse to believe my eyes when they 
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^how nie your inconstancy, vou must not wonder dial I cannot stop roy 
eai'tf Hgaiust the accounts of it. Pray let us understand one another 
properly ; for I am afraid we are deceiving ourselves all this while.—' 
Am I a person whom you esteem, whose fortune you do not despise, and 
whose preienslons you encourage 1 Or am I a troublesome coxcomb, 
who fancy myself particularly received by a womaq who only laughs at 
tue ? If I am the latter yoa treat me as I deserve, and I ought to join 
with you in saying I deserve it.- But if it be otherwise, and you receive 
iiie, as I tltiiik you do, as a person you intend to mafry, for u is best to 
b« plain on ihese occasions, pray tell me what is the occasion of that 
universal coquetry in public, where every fool Batters you, and yon are 
pleased with the meanest of them 1 And what can be the meaning- of 
your showing so much attention to Mr. Marlow, whicl) I am told you al- 
ways do when I am not in company 1 Both of us, madam, vou camiot 
tiiiiik of; and I should be sorry to imagine, that when I hadl given you 
my heart so entirely, I shared yours witli any other man. 

I have said a great deal too much to you, and yet I am tempted to say 
more ; but -I shall be silent. I beg you will answer this, and I think I 
have a right to ex{>ect that you will do ^.^jgnerously and fairly. Do not 
mistake what is the distraction of my heart, for want of resp«ct towards 
you. While I am writing thus, I dote on vou, but I cihn|^t bear to be 
deceived where all my happiness is centrecf. Your m<ln unhappy. 

LETTER 141. 
The Lady*8 Antwer, 

SIR, 

Did I make all the allowance you desire in the end of your letter, T 
should not answer you at all. But although I am really unhappy to find 
yoQ are so, and the more so to find myself to be the occasion, I can 
hardly impute the unkindness and incivility of your letter to the si^igle 
cause vou would have me. However, as 1 would not be suspected of 
any tluug that should justify such treatment from you, I think it neces-* 
sary to inform you that v^at you have heard has no more foundation 
than what you have ^een ; however, I wonder that others' eyes should 
not be as easily alarmed as yours; for instead of being blind, believe 
me, sir, you see more than there is to be seen. Perhaps, however, their 
sight is much sharpened by tlieir unprovoked malice, as yours by unde- 
served suspicion. 

Whatever may be the end of tiiis dispute, for I do not think so lightjy 
of lovers' quarrels as many do, I think it proper to inform you, that I 
never thought favorably of any one but yourself; and I shall add, that if 
the faults of. your temper, which I once little suspected, should make me 
fear you too much to marry, 3rou will not see me in that state with any 
other, nor courted by any ivk the world. 

I did not know that the gaiety of my temper gave you uneasiness ; 
and^you ought to have told me of it with less severity. If I am partic- 
ular m it, I am afraid it is a iault in my natural disposition ; bnt^I would 
have taken some pains to have gut the better of that, if I had known it 
Wa/disagreeable to you. I ought to resent this treatment more than I 
do, but do not insult my weakness on that bead ; for a fauh of that kind 

7* 
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would want tt)e excuse this has for my pardon, and might not be easily 
overlooked, though I could wii«Ii to do it. J. should say that I would nut 
see you to-day, but you Imve an advocate that pleads for you much bet- 
ter than yon do for yourself. I desire you will iii-st carefully look over 
this letter, for my wl^ole heart ie in it, and then come to me. 

Voursy &c. 



LETTER 142. 
From a Fathir to kit Daughters, on Love and Friendsfvip, 

DEAR DAUGHTKHS, 

The luxury aud dissipation which prevail in genteel life, as it corrupfs 
the heart in many leepects, so U renders it incapable of warm, sincere, 
and steady friendship. A happy choice of friends jwill be of the utmost 
consequer.co 'o you, as (hey may ai-^ist you v( ith their advice and good 
offices. Bul the immediate giutiiicauon which is afibrded to a warm, 
open and ingenuous heart, is of itself a e>uR:cient motive to court if. In 
the choice of your friends, have your principal regard to goodness of 
heart and fidelity. If they also possess taste and geniLt-, that will make 
them still more agreeable and useful companions. You have*particu]ar 
reason to plMC confidence in thot-e who have i^bown nfiection for you in 
vour early days, when you were incapable of nmking tliem any return. 
This is an obligation for which you cannot l>e too grateful. If you have 
the good fortune to meet with any who deserve the name of friends, un- 
bosom yourself with the utmost confidence. It is one of the worldV 
maxims, never to trust any person with a secret the discovery of which 
could give any pain ; but it is the maxim of a little mind and a cold 
heart, unless where it is the effect of frequent disappointments and bad 
usage. An open temper, if restrained but by tolerable prudence, wil* 
make yon on the whole much happier than a reserved, suspicious one, 
althpugh you may sometimes sufi'er by it. Coldness and distrust ore the 
too certain consequences of age and experience ; but they are unhappy 
and unpleasant feelings, and it is unnecessary (9 anticipate them before 
their time. 

But however open you are in talking of your own affairs, never discov- 
er the secrets of one friend to another. These are sacred deposites, 
which do not belong to you, nor have you any right to make use of them 

There IS anotlier case in which I suspect it is proper to be secret, no> 
so much from motives of prudence as delicacy ; I mean in love matters 
Though a woman has no reason to he ashamed of an attachment fo a 
man of merit, yet nature, whose auth(/rity is superior to philosophy, has 
annexed a sense of shame to it. It is even long before a wc:o;tn of del- 
icacy dare avow to herown heart that she loves; and when i-.ll the sub- 
terfuges of ingenuity to concedl it from herself fail, she feels violence 
done both to her pride and to her modct^ty. This, I should imagine, 
must be always the case where she is not swe of a reciprocal attachment. 
f n such a situation, to lay the heart open to any person whatever, does* 
not appear to me consistent with the perfection of female delicacy^. But 
perhaps I am in the wrong. At the same time I mu5t tell you, that in 
point of prudenee, it concerns you to attend well to tlie consequences of 
■uch ft discovery. These secrets, however important in your own esti- 



-/ 



AtfD MAimiAt^E. 79 

mation, may appenr ^ ery trifling to your friend, wlw possibly will not 
enter into your feelings, but may rather consider them as a subject «f 
pleasantry. For this reason love secrets are of all others tiie worst 
kept. But the consequences to you may be very serious, as no man of 
8|3irit and delicacy ever valued ♦'\ heart hackneyed in the ways of love. 
If, therefore, you must have a fiiend to pour out your hearf^to, be sure 
of her honor and iJecrecy. Let her riot be a married woman, especially 
if she lives happily with her husband. ^i^^SE^re are certain ungy|irdea 
moments in which such a woman, thouglyft best and worthiest of her 
Bex, may let hints escape, which, at other.times, or to any other person 
than her husband, she would be incapable of; nor will a husl>and, in 
this case, feel himself under, the same obligations of secrecy aind honor 
as if you had put your confidence originfnly in himself, especially on a 
subject which the world is apt to treat so lightly. 

If :jill other circumstances are equal, there are obvious advantages in 
your making fi iends of your brothers and sisters. The ties of blood. 
And your bemg so much united* in one common interest, form an addi- 
tional bond of union to 3'uur friendship. If your brothers should have 
the good fortune to have hearts susceptible of friendship, to. possess 
truth, honor, sense, and delicacy of sentiment,' they are the fittest and 
most, unexceptionable confidants. By placing confidence in* them you 
will receive every advantage which you could hope for from the friend- 
ship of men, without any of the inconveniencies that attend such con- 
nexions with our sex. 

Beware of making confidants of your servants. Dignity, not prop- 
erly yndeisiood, very readily degenerates into pride, w-liich ,^nters into 
no friendships because it cannot bear an equal ; and is so fond of flatte- 
ry> as to grasp at it even A om servants and dependants. . The most inli- 
OKite confidants, therefore, of proud people, are valet-de-chambres and 
waiting women. Show the utmost humanity (o vour servants ; make 
tlieir situation as comfortable to them as possible ; but if yoii make them 
your confidants you spoil them, and debase yourselves. 

Never allow any person, under tlie pretended sanction of friendship^ 
to be 80 familiar as to lose a proper respect for you. Never allow them 
to teaze you. on any subject that is disagreeable, or where you have once 
taken your resolution. Many will tell you that this is inconsistent with 
the freedom which friendi»hip allows, biit a certain respect is necessary 
in friendship as well as in love : without it you may be liked as a child, 
but will uevei' be loved as an equal. The temper and disposition of ths 
heart, in your sex, make you enter more readily into friendships than 
men. Your natural propensity to it is so strong, that youoflen run into 
intimacies which you soon have sufficient cause to repent of; and this 
makes your friendships so very fluctuating. 

Another great obstacle to the sincerity, as well as* steadiness of youf 
friendships, is the great clashing of your interests in the pursuits of love, 
ambition^ or vanity. For these reasons it would appear at first sight 
more eligible for you to contract your friendships with the men. Among 
other obvious advantages of an easy intercourse between the two sexes, 
it occasions an emulation and exertion in each to excel and be agreea- 
ble : hence their respective excellencies are mutually communicated and 
blended. A* their interests in no degree interfere, there can be no 
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f>aiidatioH for jealousy or BUBpicion of rivai&Uip. The frienJahlp of ii 
man for a woinun is always blended wilii a tendernees whicli he o«v«r 
feels (oii one of his own sex, even where love is in no degree concerned. 
Besides, we are conscious of a natural title you have to our protection 
«nd good offices ; atid therefore we feel an additional obligation of foon* 
or to serve you, and to observe an inviolable secresy, when&vei* you con- 
fide in us. But apply tliese observations with great caution.- Thou- 
sands .of wom^n, of the be^il|Bl|Brts and finest talents, have been ruined 
by men who approached tHIg^nnder the specious name of friendship. 
But, supposing a man to have the mott undoubted honor, yet his friend-, 
ship to a woman is so near akin to love, tliat if she be very agreeable 
in her person, she will probably very soon find a lover where she only 
wishes to meet a friend. Let nie here, however, warn you against that 
Weakness so common among vain women, the imagination that every 
man who takes particular notrice of you is* a' lover. Nothing can ex- 
pose you more toYidicule, than tlie taking up aman on tlie suspicion 
of his being your lover, who, perhaps, never once thought of you In 
that view; thus givii^ yourselves those airs to common juuong siilv wo- 
luea on such occasions, I auo^ &c. 

LETTER 143. 
From the »ame to the same, on the foregoing subject, 

DXAR DAUGHTERS, 

There is a kind of unmeaning gallantry much practiced by some men, 
which if vou have any discernment you will really fiiid very harmless. 
Men of this sort will attend you to public places, and be useful to' you 
by a number of little observances, which those of a superior class do not 
M» well understand, or have not leisure to regard, or perhaps are too 
proud to submit to. Look on the compliments of such men as words of 
course, which tliey repeat to every agreeable woman of their acquaint- 

. ance. There 16 a familiarity they are apt to assume, which a proper 

> dignity in your behavior will be easily able io check. 

There is a different species of men, whom you may like as agreeable 
companions, men of worth, taste, and genius, whose conversation, in 
some respects, may be superior to what you generally meet with among 
those of your own sck, It will be foolish in you to deprive yourself of a 
useful and agreeable acquaintance, merely because idle people say he is 
your lover. Such a man may like youi* company, without haviug any 
design upon your person. People whose sentiments, and particularly 
whose taste correspond, naturally like to associate together, although nei- 
ther of them have the most diutant view of any further connexion. But, 
as this similarityof minds often gives-rise to a more tender attachment 
than friendship, it will be proper (0 keep a watchful eye over yourselves, 
lest your hearts become too far engaged before you are awaTe of it. 

At the same time, I do not tiunk that your sex, at least in this part of 
tlie world, have much of tliat sensibility which disposes to such attach- 
ments. What is commonly called love amou? you is rather gratitude, 
and partiality to the mat) who prefers you to the rest of your sexT; and 
such a man you often mairy, with little either of personal esteem or 
affection. ^ Iude«il, without an unusual shat'e of natural tensibilityj and 
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a very peculiar good fortune,- r woman in this country has very little 
probalniity of marrying for love. * It is a ntaxim laid down among yoa, 
«nd a very prudent one it is, that love is not to begin on your part, but 
is to l)e the consequence of our attachntent to you. Now, supposing a 
woman to have sense and ta^te, she will not find.many men to whom she 
<:an. possibly be supposed to bear any considerable share of esteem. 
Among these few, it is a very great chance if any of them distinguishes 
her particularly, liove, at least with us, is exceedingly capricious, and 
will not always fix where reason says it shcHjld.. But supposii^ one of 
them should become particularly attached to her, it is still extremely 
improbable (hat he should be the man in the world her hei\rt most ap- 
proved of. 

As, therefore, nature has no( given you that unlimited range in your 
choice wijich we enjoy, she has wii>ely and benevolently assigned to yuu 
a greater flexibility uf taste on this subjnct. Some agreeable qualities 
recf>mmend a gentleman to good liking and friendship. In the course 
of bis acquaintance he contracts an atiachmAt to you. When you per- 
ceive it, it exQitcs your gratitude ; tliis gratitude rises into a preferencej 
and this preference perhaps at last advances to some degree of attach- 
ment, especially if it meets with crosses and difficulties ; for these, and 
a state of suspense, are very great incitements to attachment, and are 
the food of love in both sexes. If attachment was not excited in your 
Bex in thifi manner, there is not one in a million of you that would ever 
marry with any degree of love. A man of taste and delicacy marries a 
woman because he loves her more than any other. A woman of equal 
taste and delicacy marries him be(;auso she esteems him, and because he 
gives her that preference. But, if a man unfortunately becomes 'attach- 
ed to a woman whose heart is secretly pre-engaged, his attachment, in- 
stead of obtaining a suitable 'return, is particularly offensive, and if he 
persist to tcaze her, makes himself equally tlie object of her scorn and 
aversion. 

The effects of love among men are diversified by their different tem- 
pers. An artful man may coimterfeit every one of them so easily as to 
impose on a young^ girl of an .open, generous, and feeling heart, if slie is 
not extremely on lier guard. The finest parts in such a girl may not al- 
'>vays prove sufficient for her security. The dark and crooked paths of 
cunning are unsearchablo and inconc<e!vable to an honorable and elevat- 
ed mind. 

The following, J apprehend, are the most genuine effects, of an hon- 
orable passion among the men, and the most difficult to counterfeit. A 
man of delicacy often betrays his passion bv his too great anxiety to 
conceal il, especially if he has little hopes of being fortunate. 
True love m all its stages seeks concealment, and never expects suc- 
■ cess. It renders a man not only respectful, but timid in the. highest de- 
gree, in his behavior to the woman he loves. To conceal the awe he 
stands in of* her, he may affect pleasantry, but it sits awkwardly on 
him, and be onickly relapses iqto seriousness, if not into dullness. He 
magnifies all ncr real perfections in his imagination, and i^ either blind 
to her failin|;s, or converts them into real beauties. Like a person con- 
scious of guilt, he i.s jealous that everV eye observes him ; and to avoid 
this he shuns all the little observances of common gallantry. His heart 
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and hiB character win be improved in every respect by bis attachment. 
His manner will become more gentle, and his conversation more agree- 
able ; but diffidence and embarrassment will always make him appear 
to disadvantage in the company of his mistress. If the fascination con- 
tinues long it will totally depress his spirit, and extinguish every active, 
vigorous, and manly prmciple of his ibind. 

When you observe in a. gentleman's behavior these marks which I 
have described above, reflect seriously what you are to do. If his at^ 
tachment is agreeable to you, I leave you to do as nature, ^ood sense, 
and delicacy shall direct you.r If you love him, let me advise you nev- 
er to discover to him the full extent of your love, no, not although you 
manv him. That sufficiently shows yonr preference, which is all he is 
entitled to know. If he h^s delicacy' he will ask for no stronger proof 
of your^ffection for your sake ; if he has sense he will not ask it for 
his owno This is an unpleasant truth, but I thought it my duty to let 

Jroa kiCiow it Violent love cannot subsist, at least cannot be expressed 
ong together on both sides : otherwise the certain consequence, howev- 
er concealed, is^ satiety and disgust. 

My zeal for your welfare has excited me to throw tc^ether these fev7 
dioushts, which I flatter myself will iHnk deep into your memory, and 
be 01 some use to you, at the time you stand most in need of assistance. 

I'remain yours aflectiooately, &c. 

LETTER 144. 

JFV*om a father to kU Daughters, on Courtship and Coquettish Be-^ 
^ havior, 

PEAR DAUGHTERS, 

In my last I laid before you my thoughts on love and friendship, and 
now proceed to consider some other particulars very essential to your 
happiness. If you see evident proofs of a gentleman's attachment, and 
are determined to shut your heart against him, as you ever hope to be 
used^ with generosity^ by the person who shall engage your own -heart, 
treat him honorably and humanely. Do not let him linger in a misera- 
ble suspense, but be anxious to let him know your sentiments witli regard 
to him. 

However people's hearts may deceive them, tliere is scarcely a per- 
son that can love for any time, without at least some distant hope of 
success. If you really wish to undeceive a lover, you may do it in a va- 
riety of ways : there is a certain species of familiarity in your behavior, 
which may satisfy him, if he has any discernment left, that he has noth- 
ing to hope for. But perhaps your particular temper may not permit 
of this— ^ou may easily show that you want to avoid his company ; but 
if he is a man whose friendship you wish to preserve, you may not 
choose this method, liecause then you lose him in every capacity. You 
may get a common friend to explain matters to him, or fall on many 
odier devices, if you are seriously anxious to put him out of suspense^ 

But, if you are resolved against every such method, at least do not 
ehun opportunities of letting him explain himself. If you do this you 
aCt barbarously ^emd unjustly. If he bring yon to an explanation, give 
him a polite, out resolute and decisive answer. In whatever way you 
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convey your sentiments to him, if be is a man of spirit and delicacy, he 
will givQ you no farther trouble, nor apply to your friends for Ufeir inter- 
cession. This last is a method of courtship which every man of spirit ' 
will disdain. He never will whine or. sue for your pity. That would 
mortify almost as much as your scorn. In short, you may break ftich a 
heart, but you 'can never bend it. i3rreat pride always accompanies del- 
icacy, however concealed under the appearance of the utmost gentleness 
and modesty, and is the passion of all others the most difficult to con- 
quer. ' 
' There is a case where a woman may coquette justifiably to the utmost 
verge which her conscience will allow. It is where a gentleman pur- 
posely declines to make his addresses till such time as he thinks himselT 
perfeptly sure of her consent. .This at bottom is intended to force a wo- 
man to give up the undoubted privilege of her sex, the privilege of re- 
fusing it ; it is intended to force her to explain herself, in effect, before 
the gentlAnuA designs to do i^ and by this means to oblige her to violate 
the modesty and delicacy of her sex, and to invert the clearest order of 
nature. All this sacrifice is proposed to be made, merely to gratify a 
most despicable vanity in a mau, who weuld degrade the very woman 
whom he wishes to make his wife. 

It is of great importance to distinguish, whether a gentleman who has 
the appearance of being your lover, delays to speak explicitly, from the 
motive I have mentioned, or from a diffidence inseparable from the at- 
tachment. * In the one case you can scarcely use him too ill ; in the oth- 
er you ought to use him with great kindness : and the greatest kindness 
yon can show him, if you are determined not to listen to his addresses, 
IS to let him know it as soon as possible. 

I know the many excuses with which women endeavor to justify 
themselves to the world and to their own consciences, when they act 
otlierwise. Sometimes they pleSd ignorance, or at least uncertainty of 
the gentleman's real sentiments. That sometimes may be the case. 
Sometimes they plead the decorum of their sex, which enjoins an equal 
behavior to all men, and forbids them to consider any man as a lover 
until h& has directly told them so. Perhaps few women carry their ideas 
of female delicacy and decorum so far as I do. But I* must say you are 
not entitled to plead the' obligation of these virtues in opposition to the 
superior ones of gratitude, justice, and humanity. The man is entitled 
to all these who prefers you .to all the rest' of your sex, and perhs^ps 
whose greatest weakness is that very preference. The truth q( the mat- 
ter is, vanity and the love of admiration is so prevailing a passion 
amongst you, that you may be considered to make a very great sacri- 
fice, whenever you give up a lover, till after the art of coquetry fails to 
keep him, or till he forces you to an explanation. You can be fond of 
the love, when you are indifferent to, or despise the lover. But the 
deepest and most artful coquetry is employed by women of superior taste 
and sense, to engage and fix the lieart of a man whom the world, and 
whom they themselves esteem, although they are firmly determined nev- 
er to marry him. But his conversation amuses them, and his attachment 
is the highest gratification to their vanity ; nay, they can sometimes be" 
gratified with the utter ruin of his fortune, fame and happiness, t am 
very certain I do not think so of all your sex ; I know many of them 
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have pripcipleB, have generosity luid dignity uf tiuul, that elevatef them 
above the wortiiless vanity I have been speaking uf. 

Sucii a woman, I am persuaded, may always convert a lover, if sho 
cann^ give him her affections, into a warm and steady friend, provided 
he is a man of sense, resolution and candor. If isiie expliiiiu herself to 
him with a generous openness and freedom, he must feel tlie stroke a« a 
man ; hut he will likewise bear it as a man ; what he suffers he will 
suffer in silence. Every sentiment of esteem will remain ; but love, 
though it requires very little food, and is e«isily surfeited with toomucb, 
yet it requires some. He will view her iu Uie light of -a married wo- 
man ; and though passion subsides, yet a man of a candid and geoerouai 
heart always retains a tenderness for a woman he has ouce loved, and 
who has used him well, beyond what he feels for any other uf her aex. • 

If he has not confided his secret to any body, he has an undoubted ti- 
tle U> ask you not to divulge it. If a woman cb<x>8es to trust any of her 
companions with her own uufortunuie attachments, she may, as it is her 
affair alone ; but, if she has any generosity or gratitude, she will not 
betray a secret which does not belong to her. I am, &c. 

LETTER 145. 
From the same to the same, on the foregoing mbject, 

DEAR DAUGHTERS, 

I have insisted the more particnlarly on the subject of courtship be^ 
cause it may most readily happen to you at that early period of life, when 
you can have little experience or knowledge of the world, ,wben your 
passions are warm, and your judgments not arrived at such full luaiurity 
as to be able to correct them. I wish you to possess such high principles 
of honor and generosity as will render you incapable of deceiving, and 
at the same time to possess diat acute discernment which may secure 
you against being deceived. 

Male coquetry is much more inexcusable than female, as well as mora 
* pernicious; but it is rare in this country. Very few men will give 
themselves the trouble to gain or retain any woman's affections unlesi 
they have views' in tliem either of an honorable or dishonorable kind. 
Men employed in the pursuits of business, ambition, or pleasure, will • 
not give themselves the trouble to engage a woman's affedtions, merely 
from the vanity of conquest, and of triumphing over the heart of an in- 
nocent and defenceless girl. BesideW, people never value much what is 
entirely in their power. A man of parts, sentiment, and address, if be 
lays aside all regard to tr-uth and humanity, may engiige the hearts of 
fifty women at the same time, and may likewise conduct his coquetry 
with so much art as to put it out of the power of any of them to specify 
a single expression that could be said to be directly expres&ive of loye. 
This ambiguity of behavior, ihis art of keeping one in Kuspeuse, is the 
great art of coquetry' in both sexes. It is the more cruel in us, because 
we can carry it to what length we please, and continue it as long as we 
please, without your being so much at liberty as to complain or expos- 
Mlate : whereas we can break our chain, and force you to explain, 
wii€bever we become hnpaiient of our situation 4 

A womiui. in this conntry, may ea»ily prevent the fkatt impressions of 
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love, atnl every Ynotive of prudence and delicHcy should make her guard 
her heart against them, till such time ad she has rpceii'ed the most con- 
vincing proofs of the attachment of a man of such merit as will justify 
i| recipiocal regard. Your hearts indeed may be shut inflexibly and 
permanently against all the merit a man may possess.^ That may be 
your misfortune, but cannot be your fault. In such a situation, you 
would be equally unjust to yourself and your lover, if you gave him your 
hand when your heart revolted against him. But miserable will be 
your fate if you allow an attachment to steal on you before you are sure 
of a return ; or what is infinitely worse, where are wanting thpse quaU 
itien which alone can insure happiness in a married state. 

I know nothing that renders a woman more despicable than her think- 
ing it essential to happiness to be married ! Besides the gvoea indeli- 
cacy of the sentiment, it is a false one, as thousands of women have 
experienced. But, if it was true, the belief that it was so, and the 
consequent impatience to be married, is the most effectual way to pre- 
vent it. 

Yoo most think from this that I do not \^ish you to marry. On the 
contrary, I. am of opinion that yoo may attain a superior degree of hap- 
piness m a married state to what you may perhaps find in any other. I 
know the forlorn and unprotected state pf an old maid, the chagrin and 
, peevishness which are apt to infect their tempers, and the great difficul- 
ty of making a transition with dignity and cheerfulness, from the period 
of youtli, beauty, admiration, and reflpect> into tlie calm, siieuty unno- 
ticed retreat of declining years. 

I see some unmarried w(»men, of active, vigorous minds, and of great 
vivacity Of spirits, degrading themselves ; sometimes by entering into a 
dissipated course of life unsuitable to their years, and exposing tliem- 
selves to the ridicule of the ^irls, who might have been their granchil- 
dren ; sometimes by oppressmg their acquaintances by impertmeot in- 
trusions into their private affairs ; and sometimes by "being propagators 
of scandal and defamation. Ail this is owing to an exuberant activity 
of spirits, which, if it had fbund employinent at home, would have ren- 
dered them respectable and useful members of society. r., 
I see other women in tlie same situation, gentle, modest, blessed with 
sense, taste, delicac) , and every milder feminine virtue of the heart, 
but of weak spirits, bashful and timid ; I see such.women sinking into 
obscurity and insignificance, and gradually losing every elegant accom- 
plishment, for this evident reason, that they are not with a partner who 
has sense, wortli, and taste, to know their value ; one who is able to 
draw forth their concealed qualities, and show them tQ advantage ; who 
can give that support to their feeble spirits, which thev stand in so 
ranch need of; and who by his affection and tenderness might make sucli 
^a woman happy in exerting every elegant art, that could contribute to 
his amusement. 

In short, I am of opinion, that a married state, if entered into firom 
proper motives of esteem and anection, will be the happiest for yoar- 
selves, make you most respectable- in the eyes of the world, ana the 
most useful members of society* But I confess I am not enough of a 
patriot to wish you to inanry (or the good of the.|niUie. I wish you to 

8 
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marry for no other reason but to make yourselves happier. When I am 
so particular in my advice about your conduct, I own my heart beatsr 
with the fond hopes o? making you wortliy tlie attachment of men who 
will deserve you, and be sensible of your merit. But I ^ncerely hope 
vou will never relinquish the ease and independence of a sing^le life, to 
become' the slaves of a fool or tyrant's caprice. 

As these have always been my sentiments, I shall do you but justice, 
when I wish you in such independent circumstiinces as may lay you un- 
der no temptation to do from necessity what you will never do from 
choice. This will likewise save yoi» from that cruel mortification to a 
wcman of spirit, the suspicion that a gentlnian thinks he does you an 
honor or a favor when Ife asks you for his wife. I am, &c. 

LETTER 146. 
'■ JFVom a Father to his Daughters^ on Marriage, 

DEAR DAUGHTERS, 

You may perl;aps imagine that the reserved behavior which I recom- 
mend to you, and your appearing but seldom at public places, must cut 
off all opportunities of your being acquainted with gentlemen. I am 
very far from intending- this ; I advise you to no reserve but what will 
render you more respecteu and beloved by our sex. I do not think 
public places suited to make people. acquainted together. They can on- 
ly be distinguished there by their looks and external, behavior. But it 
is in private companies alone where you can expect easy and agreeable 
conversation, which I shall never wish you to decline. If you do not 
allow gentlemen to become acquainted with you, you never can expect 
to marry with attachment on cither side. Love is very seldom produc- 
ed at first sight ; at least it miist have, in that case, a very unjustifiable 
foundation. True love is founded oft esteem, in a correspondence of 
tastes and sentiments, and steals on the heart imperceptibly. 

There is one piece of advice I shall leave you, to which I beg your 
particlar attention. Before your affections come to be in the least en- 
gaged to any man, examine your tempers, your taste, and your hearts 
very severely ; and settle in your own minds, what are the requisites to 
your happiness in a married state ; and as it is almost impo^ible that 
you should get every thing to your wish, come to a steady determination 
what you are to consider as essential, and what may be sacrificed. 

If you have hearts disposed by nature for love and friendship, and 
possess those feelings which enable you to enter into all the refinements 
and delicacies of these attachments, consider well, for your own sake, 
ancl as you value your future happiness, before you give them any indul- 
gence. If you have the misfortune (for a very great misfortune it com- 
monly is to your sex) to have such a temper and such sentiments deeply 
rooted in you ; if you have spirit and resolution to resist the solicitations 
of vanity, the persecution of friends, (you will have lost the only frifend 
that would never persecute you) and •an support the prospect of the ma- 
ny incouveniencies attending the state of an old maid, which I formerly 
pointed out — ^then you may indulge yourself in that kind of sentimental 
reading and conversation which is most correspondent to your f«*eHngs. 
But if you find, on a strict self-examination, that mairiage is abso- 
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lutely essential to your happiness, keep the secret inviolable in your own 
bosoms, for the reasons I formerly mentioned ; but shun, as you would 
the most fatal poison, all that species of reading and conversation which 
warms the ima'^ination, which engages and softens the heart, and rais- 
es the taste above the level of common life. If you do otherwise, con- 
sider the terrible conflict of passions which this may afterwards raise 
in your breasts. 

If this refinement once takes deep root in your min4s, and you do not 
obey its dictates, but marry from vulgar and mercenary views, you may 
never be able to eradicate it entirely ; and then it will embitter all your 
married days. Instead of meeting with sense, delicacy, tenderness, a 
lover, a friiend, an equal companion, in a husband, you may be tired 
with insipidity and dullness, shocked with indelicacy, or mortified wi"^ 
indifference. You will find none to compassionate or even understand 
your sufferance ; for your husbands may not use you cruelly, and may 
give you as much mone^ for your clothes, personal expense, and domes- 
tic nece^iaries, as is suitable to their fortunes; the world would therefore 
look upon you as unreasonable women, who did not deserve to be hapr 
py, if you were not so. To avoid these complicated evils, if you are 
determined at all events to marry, I would advise you to make all your 
reading and amusements of such a kind as do not affect the heart, nor - 
the imagination. 

I have no view by .these advices to lead your taste ; I only want to 
X)er8Viade you of the necessity of knowing your own minds, which, 

• though seemingly ver^ easy, is what your sex seldom attain . on many 
important occasions m life, but particularly on this of which I am speak- 
ing. There is not a quality I more anxiously wish you to possess than- 
a collected decisive spirit which rests on itself, which enables you to see 
where your true happiness lies, and to pur8U<% it with the most deter- 
mined resolution. In matters of business follow the advice of those who 
bliow them better than yourselves, and in whose integrity yon cap con- 
fide ; but, in matters of taste, that depend upon your own feelings, con- 
sult no one friend whatever, but consult your.own hearts. 

If a gentleman makes his addresses to you, or gives you reason to be- 
W&ve he will do so, before you allow your affections to be engaged, en- 
deavor, in the most prudent and secret manner, to procure fi;om your 
friends all necessary information concerning him ; such as his character 
for sense,, his morals, his temper, fortune and family ; whether it is dis- 

. tinguished for parts and worth, or for folly, knavery, and loathsome he- 
reditary diseases. When your friends inform you of these they have ful- 
filled their duty. If they go further they have not that deference for 
ypu which a becoming dignity on your part would effectually command. 
Whatever your views are in marrying, take every possible precaution to 
prevent their being disappointed. If fortune and the pleasures it brings 
are your aim, it is not sufficient diat the settlement of a jointure and 
children's provisions be amply and properly secured ; it is necessary ibat 
you should enjoy the fortune during your own life. The principaPse- 
curity you can have for this will depend oh your marrying a good natur-* 
cd, generous man, who despises money, and who will let vou live where 
you can best^njoy that pleasure, that pomp and parade of life for whi(^ 
yea married him. I am, &c« 
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LETTER 147. 
From the aame to the iamet on the foregoing aubject. 

DEAR DAUOtlTEKS, 

- From what I wrote in my last, you will easily see that I could never 
pretend to advise whom you should marry; but I can with confidence 
advise whom you should not marry. 

Avoid a companion that may entail any hereditary disease on your 
posterity ; particularly that most dreadful of ail human calamities, mad- 
oeea. It is the height of imprudence to run into such danger, and, In 
my opinion, highly criminal. 

Do not marry a fool ; be is the most untractable of all animals ; he is 
led l^ bis passions and caprices, and is incapable of hearing the .voice 
of reason'. It may probably too hurt yonr vanity to have husbands for 
whom you have reason to blush and tremble every time they open their 
lips in company. But the worst circumstance that attends a fool is, bis 
constant jealousy of hia wife's being thought to go^vem him. This ren- 
ders it impossible to lead him, and he is continually doing absurd and 
disagreeable things, for no otiier reason but to show he darestodotheoa. 

A rake is always a suspicious husband, because he has only known 
the most worthless of your sex. He likewise entails the worst of dis- 
eases on his wife ahd~ children, if be has tlie misfortune to have any. 

If you have a sense of religion yourselves, do not think of husbands ' 
who have none. If they have tolerable understandings they will be 
glad that you have religion, for their own sake, and for the sake of their 
tamilies. ' If they are weak men, they will be continually teazing and 
shocking you ab«ut your principles. If you have children, you will suf- 
fer the most bitter distress in seeing all your endeavors to form their 
minds to virtue and piety, all your endeavors to secure tl>eir present and 
eternal happiness, frustrated and turned into ridicule. 

As I look on your choice of a husband to be of the greatest conse^ 
quence to your happiness, I hope you will make it with the utmost- cir- 
cumspection. Do not give way to a sudden sally of passion, and digni- 
fy* it with the name> of love. Genuine love is not founded in caprice; 
it is founded in nature, on- honorable views and virtues, on similarity of 
taste and sympathy of soul. If you have these sentiments^ you will 
never marry any one when you are not in that situation, in point of 
fortune, which IS necessary to the happiness .of either of you. What 
that competency may be can only be deteimined by your own tastes.-— 
It would be ungenerous in you to take advantage «f a lover's attachment 
to plunge him into distress ; and if he has any honor, no personal grat- 
ification will ever tempt liim to enter into any connexion which will 
render you unhappy. If you have 'as much between you as will satisfy 
all your demands, it is sufncient. I shall conclude with endeavoring to 
remove a difficulty which must occur to any w'omai\ of reflection, ou the 
jsubject of marriage. 

What is to become of all those refinements of delicacy, that dignity 
of manner which checked all familiarities, and suspended desire in re 
spectful and awful admiration 1 In answer to this I shall only observe, 
that if motives of inteiest or vanity have any share in your refolutious 
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to nwrnr, none of these chimerical notions will give you' any pain ^ nav, 
they will very quickly appear as ridiculous ^n your own eyes, as tlfly 
probably alwaj-s do in the eyes of your husband. They hav^ been sen- 
timents which floated in your imaginations, but have never reached your 
hearts. But if these sentiments have been truly gfenuiae, and if you 
have had the Aingularly happy fate to attach those who understand them, 
you have no reason to be avaid. 

I have thus given you my opinion on some of the most important ar- 
ticles of your future life, chiefly calculated for that period when you are 
just entering the world. But in writing to you I am afaid my heart 
has been too full and too warmly interested to allow me to keep this 
rosolution. . This may have produced some embarrassment, and some 
seeming contradictions. What I have written has been the«amu8ement 
of .some solitary hours, and has served to divert some melani^Uy re- 
flections. I am conscious I undertook a task to which I wa< very une- 
qual ; but I have discharged a part of my duty. You will at least be 
pleased with it, as the last mark of your father's love and attention. 

I am your «&ctionate &ther. 



PART* IV. 



LSTTERS ON FRIEKpSHIP. 



LETTER 148. 

The follovfing Letter on Friendship toM ioritten by a Qentlenum 
lately deceased, and found amongst his papers. ' 

.MT DEAR FRIEND, 

It yvas a sirange notion ofPaschal, that he would never admit any man 
to a share of his friendship. Had that great man been a misanthrope, 
or an enemy to his fellow creatures, I should not have been much sur- 
prised ; but as his love to mankind extended as far as either hb knowl- 
edge or influence, it is necessary to consider his reasons lor ar conduct 
apparently so strange. ' Paschal had such elevated notions of 'the Deity 
on the one hand, and so low an opinion of human nature on the other, 
that he thought if he placed his affections on any created being it would 
be a sort of insalt to ^he Creator, and a robbing him of that worship 
which was due to him alone. But whatever were the notions of that 
great man, yet there is such a thing as real friendship, and there is also 
a necessity for it. It is true, indeed, that God is our only friend, and 
that on h^m our aflections oi^ht prindpaily to be fixed. But those wtio 
are acquainted with human nature well know that we are such a com- 
position of flbsh and spirit, that however we may wish to keep up m 
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intercourse with the Deity, yet our incIinatioiiB are such that we ture 
mdre desirous of being cunversant with those of our own species, to 
whom, at all times, we can be aUe to unbosom ourselves. • 

Friendship is as old as ilie first formation of society, and there is not 
'one ancient writer now extant who has not said something in praise ^&r 
it. Of this we jiave a fine example in the story of David and^ Jona.- 
titan, as recorded in the second book of Semuel. In the same sacred 
oracles we are told that love is stronger than death ; and even the great 
Redeemer of the world had a beloved disciple. 

But whatever the wise or learned may say, yet, we know that man is 
a social being, and consequently has a capacity, and even a desire for 
friendship, which is in its own nature so necessary, that Ucnow not how 
a social being can exist without it. 

Are we by any providential occurrence raised from poverty to affla- 
-ence, to lyhom can we communicate the delightful news but our friend 1 
On the other hand, are we reduced from the highest pinnacle of gran- 
deur to the most abject state of poverty^ to whom can we look for con* 
Bolation but God and our friend 1 Indeed there is not one state or con- 
■dition in life where friendship is not necessary. What wretched mortals- 
would men be were they not empowered with so noble a principle ! 

Friendship is of a very delicate nature, and either the happiness or 
misery of both parties may, in some sense, be saiil to depend on it.— 
Friendship is somewhat like marriage ; it is made for life ; or, as Ce- 
sar said, ** The die is cast." Mrs. Rowe, in one of her letters to the 
Countess of Hertford, says, "When I contract a friendship it- is for 
eternity." Her notions were always elevated,, and the chief business 
of her life seems to h;^ been prontopng'the .interest of her fellow crea- 
tures. Friendship obliges the partVes eng^ag^d to open their minds to 
each other ; there must not be any concealment. There is not an en- 
dearin? attribute of the Deity, not an amiable quality in map, but what 
is included in the word Friendship. Benevolence, mercy, pity, com- 
passion, &c. are only parts of it. 

From all this we may learn^ that great care ought to be had in the 
choice of friends ; and should they unhappily betray the sacred trast re- 
posed in them, yet we ought not to pursue tliem with unrelenting fury. 

In the course of my experience I remember two instances of the 
breach of friendship, which were attended with very different efiects. — 
Two gentleiben contracted a friendshipfor each other, which lasted some 
years. At last one of them unhappily revealed a secret to his wife, who 
told it to the wife of the other, in consequence of which an unhappy di- 
vision took place in the family of the latter. The injured person up- 
braided his friend with infidelity, told him of the fatal effects occasioned 
by this imprudence ; but, says he, although I cannot be your friend aay 
longer, yet I will fiever be your enemy. My heart will pity you, whilst 
. my hand shall be open to relieve your necessities. Such a declaration 
was consistent with the prudence of a man, and the piety of a Chris- 
tian ; but that of the other* was of a nature totally opposite, and in my 
opinion truly diabolical. A dif^erencQ of a similar n*aturc happened, 
attended with the like circumstances; but tlie injured person, instead 
of sympathizing with the weakness of his friend, pursued him with un- 
relenting cruelty, nor -ever ceased until he bad accomplished bis ruin. 
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wad even triumphed over it. You may make what commente you please ; 
I can only assure you that both are facts. How different^ my friend, 
has our conduct to each other been '! During these tliirty years no 
breach has ever happened ; and it seems as new this day as at the be- 
ginning. As this Js probably the last letter you will ever see in my 
band writing, accept of my sincere thanks for the many benefits I have 
received from your faithful admonitions, and your benevolent consola* 
lions I and when we meet in the regions of bliss, our happiness will then 
remain uninterrupted. ^ I am yours sincerely. 

LETTER 149. * 

JVom a young Woman to a Lady, with whom the had formerly 

lived a$ a Companion, 

MADAM, • ^ 

The precipitate manner in which I left your family may seem incon- 
sistent with the great tenderness you always ti-eated me with. To re- 
niove, therefore, ever^ imputation of ingratitude, I embrace this first 
opportunity of appearing in my own vindication, although for your sake 
I am sorry to descend to particulars, especially to mention names. But 
my reputation, which is dearer to me than life itself, is at stake, and as 
a womatn, I ddubt not but you will bear with me. 
- When I first came into your service, I was determined to act in such 
a manner as not to give offence to the meanest of your domestics j; well 
knowing that good nature and affability always procuge respect; and I 
appeal to every person in your family, wltether my conduct was nOt con- 
sistent with my plan. In this manner I remained enjoying an uninter- 
rupted state of felicity for. some time. I obeyed your commands with 
alacrity^ afid even servitude became a pleasure. But this was. too hap- 
py a state to last long without interruption. But I scarce know h6w to 
proceed. Whilst I am vindicating my own conduct to my most gene- 
rous benefactress, I am obliged to impeach that of her dearest and most 
beloved relation. 

When your son George returned from the university, where he had 
been finishing his studies, I had no thoughts that he would ever have 
made an attempt on my virtue. But alas ! I was wretchedly deceived. 
He had only been a few days at liome when he laid hold of every op- 
portunity 01 being in my company. At first I did not take any notice^ 
as I had not the least suspicion of his intentions. But I was soon con- 
vinced of my error, when he told me, that in consequence of my prosti- 
tuting myself to his unlawful pleasure, he would make me a handsome 
settlement.. This, madam, was a strong temptation, but blessed be God 
who preserved me innocent. You have ofleYi told me that young women 
oUght to fly from every appearance of sin ; and if so, how great was my 
necessity of avoiding the evil 1 Had I laid snares to. entrap your son 
for a husband, it might have destroyed your peace of mind, and been 
considered as a dishonor to your family. Had I submitted to his un- 
lawful desires^ I should have forfeited every title to respect in this 
fvorid, and highly ofiended that God who has graciously preserved me 
* hitherto. * He l)ecame more and more assiduous, till for his, for yours, 
and for my own sake, I waa obliged to retire in as silent a manner af 
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pCNwible. I ftm now at the hoase of a distant illation in Milbaak, who 
takes in plain work, whete I hope your ladyship will be pleased to send 
my clothes. Willi respect to wages, you know I aKvays left that to 
your own discretion, and your humanity exceed^' my utmost expecta- 
tions. Therefore, I again leave tb%t matter to yourself. Let me beg, 
t^at if you mention this unhappy affair to the young gentleman, it may 
be with your usual tenderness. I would willingly impute his folly to tlie 
irregularities of youthful passion/' rather than to any preiueaitated 
echeroe ; and I doubt not when reason resumes her throne in bis heart, 
he will be sorry that ever he attentpted to ruin one who was 8carc»-wor- 
thy of his notice. 1 am, madam, with gratitude and respect. 

Your affectionate wj&U wisher. - 

LETTER 150. 
The L€uly*8 Atuwer, 

D£AR LAURA^ 

Whilst I lament the coaduct of my unhamiy -child, I lift my eyet 
with thankfulness to that gracious Bemg who has preserved you from 
ruin. You was left an "Orphan under my care ; and when I first took you 
into my family it was with a design to promote your interest. Blessed 
be God that the precepts which I endeavored to ^instil into your mind 
have so operated on your conduqt. Your behavior in that unhappy af« 
fiiir ought to be laid down as a pattern for all young women to' copy af^ 
ter, if they would be respected in this world, or enjoy happiness m the 
next. I have just been reading your letter to my son, and he was filled 
with the utmost shaote and confusion. The truth of your nairative 
forced his conscience to make a genuine confession of his guilt ; and 
unless I jud^e with the partiality of a mother he is really a sincere pen- 
itent. I laid open to him the nature of his crime, and its a^ravating 
circumstances, arising from the obligations which his elevated rank sub- 
jected him to, to be an example of virtue to those in a lower sphere of 
life. I told him, that however trifiing such actions might appear in tlte 
eyes of his graceless companions, yet there was a God who beheld his 
inmost thoughts, and would reward him_ according to his meritd. He 
declares himself fully sensible of his fuUy^ and says he is determined 
never to attempt such a thing for the fbture. Tlie bearer wiU deliver 
your clothes, together with a bank note of an hundred dollars. Be as- 
tared of my constant assistance ; and may that God who has preserved 
you in such imminent danger be your continual comfort in time and in 
eternity. I am your sincere well wisher. 

LETTER 151. 

From a Gentleman on hit Travel* abroad^ to hU Friend m Lon^ 
don, on Arbitrary Power and Popish Superstition. 

DEAR SIR, 

It is now above two years since I left England ; and if t have not 
been ptesised, I have had at least many opportunities of acquiring knowl- 
edf|[e. You know when we parted 1 told you my principal depign was 
to inquire whether .the subjects of thoao countries through which I was 



% 



Olf FRI£!(DSHIP. 

' to pass were more bappy in respect to their lives, and enjoyment of 
their property, than diose of Great Britain 1 Or, second, whether vir- 
tue ^as more conspicuous In the conduct of tiiose people than in our 
own at home 1 With respect to the first, I need not hesitate one mo> 
* ment in declaring', that tlie meanest subject in England, or any part of 
tlie British dominions, enjoys more real liberty than a Spanish grandee, 
or a peer of France. But what I have chiefly in view is the ca^e of the 
jnicldling and lower ranks of people. 

Yoa are well acquainted with the forms of process id the English 
courts, both in criminal an'd civil causes. All mq^ers of law are de- 
termined io open court by the judges, who are res^nsible for their con- 
duct to the people ; and all facts are determined by the verdict of twelve 
men, strangers to both parties, and hindered from speaking with any 
person during the trial. How different is the case here and in the other 
, countries through which I have travelled ! When a person is injured in 
his property, he commences a suit at great expense, and after a lon^ 
' train of pleadings on both sides the determination both of law and fact 
is left to the judge, who may possibly be biassed in favor of one party, 
or, which is still worse, may be corrupted. But in criminal prosecu- 
tions the unhappy defendant labors imder still more deplorable circum- 
stances. When a man is appreliended on suspiciun of murder, or any 
other capital offence, he is imniediatei>f shut up n close prisoner, and the 
witnesses against him are examined, not viva vocef buf perhaps a mile 
distant, and their evidence written at large in a journal k«pt for the 
purpose. Ail this is done, and even the judgment agreed on by the 
court, whilst the prisoner is confined in a dungeon. The witnesses are 
ordered to attend on another day, when the prisoner is brought into 
court; the evidence is then read to him, and tlius, for the first time, he 
Knows who are his accusers. He is then asked if he is guilty of the 
facts sworn against him j if he confesses he receives judgment of death, 
but if he denies the whole, or any part, he is immediately put to the 
torture, where, perhaps, by the, extremity of pain, he may be forced to 
confess crimes he never committed, and afterwards suffer death. Again; 
the property of individuals may be seized by an arbitrary tyrant, to re- 
ward the iniquity of a favorite, or gratify the ambition of a mistress. 
Happy England, where the cottager is as secure in the enjoyment of the 
fruits of his honest industry, as the prince in die possetisioa of his reve- 
nues on the throne ! 

I come now io speak of their religion, which triumphs with as much 
rigor over the mind and conscience as the civil power over the body. 
Religion has been justly defined,. " A dedication of the whole man to 
the will of God." But popery, so faV from answring the above de- 
flcription, seems to be a slavisn submission to the dictates of idle,.use- 
less priests, who rule the consciences of the vulgar, and bend them to 
whatever purpose they please. And indeed tliere is no great wonder, 
when we consider that auricular ctjnfession puts them in possession of 
every family secret in their parishes. I am already sufficiently tired 
with tlie sight of their follies. The accounts which you have read of 
the inquisition ai*e far from being exaggerated. I intend to' return in an 
Engliui vessel bound for MarseiUes, and from thence hasten to England^ 
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I shall expect a tetter from you^ to be left with my banker in Paris, and. 
remain Yours affectionately. 

LETTER 152. 

'His Friend^ 8 Answer, 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

Your account of the civil and religious tyranny under which the peo- 
ple groan in foreign nations, together with the progress of deism, ex- 
hibits to our view ^. melancholy picture of human nature. Your de- 
scription reminds me of that beautiful passage in Addison's lettej's from 
Italy, .where he says, V 

They starve, in midst of nature's bounty curst. 
And in the loaded vineyard die for thirst. ' 

.. These people once enjoyod the same privilegies as ourselves, and pos- 
sibly that time may not be far distant when we may be as abject slaves 
as they. However disiagreeable some things may have been to you on 
your travels, yet I congratulate you on' the happiness of being absent 
from England in these times of, public divisions. .Never were our 
Saviour's words more properly verified- in this country than at present, 
when there is scarce one family wherein the most violent' dissensions 
have not happened. An author of no mean rank has asserted, that if 
ever English liberty is destroyed, it must arise from the people them- 
selves ; and, if ever the people shoi^ become jealous of the copduct 
of their representatives in Parliament, arid those jealousies are'Welt 
founded, they will soon throw themselves into the arms of arbitrary 
jDOwer. 

** They'll fly from petty tyrants to the throne." 

Virtue and unanimity have- at -all times preserved liberty ; vice and 
jiiscord have always procured its rnint At present there is an univer- 
sal discontent among nine tenths of the people. The majority of the 
people not only complain of the. conduct of the ministry, but have even 
gone so far as to impeach the conduct of the house of commons. These 
complaints are at present carried on to an extraordinary height, and 
where they will end God only knows. For.my own part, I often reflect 
on it with sorrow, as I am. afraid it must at last prove fatal to our ex- 
cellent constitution, and involve us in those miseries to .which the peo- 
ple of otlier nations are subject. 

If I go into a coffee house, the first thing I hear is a political dispute 
concerning the conduct of the ministry; and when I happen to be in- 
vited to dme at the house of a friend, all social converse is destroyed, 
and the pleasure I used formerly to enjoy on such occasions is lost in vi- 
olent altercations amongst the nearest relations. I am far from con- 
demning all ranks" of people. There are many worthy per^ns, who 
can view the* conduct of each party with impartiality, and see the faults, 
on both sides. Tliey can see that the ministry have not enough consid- 
ered themselves the servants of the people, and on many occasions 
abused the confidence of their sovereign. ^ On the other hand, they 
think the people have carried their jealousies to an unreasonable height, 
and inskOed oq the prince exertin{( a branch of the regal authority 
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which in the end might prove fatal to themselves. Such is the state ot 
affairs at present in this once happy country ; I shall therefore, being 
tired with the subject, imitate your example, and put an end to this let- 
ter. Hoping to see you soon, I am yours sincerely. 

LETTER 153. 
JFVom a young Merchant, io an aged Gentleman, formerly of the 
same profession^ but now retired from business. 

HONCMEIED SIR, ' 

Your generosity in sending me instructions during my apprenticeship, 
will ever remain a lasting proof of that innate goodness for which you 
have been so justly celebrated ; ind likewise encourages me to trouble 
you for advice how to conduct myself, so as to support my credit in the 
world, now I am entered upon business. Your long and extensive knowl- 
. edge of mercantile affairs; gives a sanction to every thing you say, and 
your goodness of heart encourages the inexperienced to address thera- 
selves tl> you with cheerfulness.. I *h9.ve been now about two years in 
business, and although my success has been equal to my expectations, 
y^t there are such a variety of failures daily in this cit^, that I am eve- 
ry day thinking that my own name may be that week m the Gazette.— 
I should not be much surprised, were all' to become bankrupts who are 
abandoned characters, as 1 do not see how any thing less can' be ex- 
pected. You know, sir,ihat assiduity and regularity are qualifications 
indispensably necessary to the merchant ; so that it must appear moral- 
ly impcM^ble for the man to proi^r in trade whose time is spent in dis- 
sipation and idleness; if not, which too often happens, in debauchery. 
When I hear of such failing in their payments, Imm no ways surprised ; 
but wnen great nymbers of those, apparently in affluent circumstances, 
and the fairest characters, daily fail, I am justly alarmed, and my fears 
continue to increase in proportion to their numliers. 

I would not choose to judge rashly, much less uncharitably of any 
man ; although I must confess I am very much shocked to hear that a 
commission of bankruptcy is ^warded against one supposed worth4hou- 
sands, and not sufficient left to pay five shillings in tlie pound. I am 
filled with horror on accounLof mywwn situation,' and led to believe 
there is a latent curse attending mercantile affairs, which the greatest 
prudence can neither foresee nor prevent. I am sensible that the per- 
son to whom I am writing knows the above to be true. Your long ac- 
quaintance with the fluctuating state of merchandize procures respect, 
and gives a sanction to every thing you say. But, as far. as 1 am able 
to learn, those failings in the mercantile world are more frequent now 
than when you was engaged in trade. 1 am not ambitious of acquiring 
riches. My whole desire is to obtain peaceable possession of the com- 
forts of life, to do justice to every one with whom I have any dealings, 
and to live and die an honest man. ^uch, sir, is .the plan I have laid 
down for my future conduct in life. But, alas ! it will require the as- 
sistance of all my friends to enable roe to execute it- with a becoming 
' propriety. Let me therefore beg your advice on an affair of so much 
importance, and whatever you dictate shall be the invariable rjnle of my 
conduct, whilst the thanks of a grateful heart shall be continually re- 
turned for so benevolent an action. I am^ sir, &c. 
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LETTER 154. 

The Answer. 
■IB, •^ 

If I can form any judgment of the integrity of yonr actions, and the 

rurity.of your intentions from tiie contenta of the letter nov#bdbre me, 
should not h^itate one moment in declaring, that it is almost impoflst* 
ole your name should ever appear in the Crazette under the disagreeable 
circumstances you have mentioned. For how is it possible to suppoae, 
that the man who keeps a regular account of his proceedings, his loaa 
and gain, should not know whether bis circumstances are affluent or 
' distressed 1 And whatever you may think of those merchants who have 
often failed, although reputed affluent, yet if you had attended to their 
e3camination4)efore the commissioners 1 believe you would have great 
reason to alter your opinion. I speak concerning bankruptcies in gen* 
eral ; for there are some unforeseen accidents which even the greatest 
prudence cannot prevent. But these are extraordinary cases, and sel- 
dom happen. If you examine minutely into the miture of those causes 
which generally occasion bankruptcies, you will find them arising from 
something with which you are still unacquainted. I shall endeavor t9 
point out a few, and submit to your own judgment whether I am mis- 
taken or not. And the first is generally a careless attention to business, 
the not keeping regular accounts, and a more earnest desire afler public 
entertainments than araiduily to business on tlie exchange.* Mercantile 
affairs require <a clear and soiid judgment, and it is morally impossible 
for that man to prosper in tradfe whose mind is continually engaged in 
the<pursuit of things foreign to, and wholly unconnected with, that sta- 
tion in which Providence has placed him. It is a contradiction in terms. 
Assiduity always procures respect, and generally insures success. An- 
other cause of the many failures in the mercany^e world, is the vanity 
of those in trade living above their circumstances. This vice is at 
preseiit so predominant among the citizens, and its consequences so fa- 
tal, that on^ would almost imagine the people were laboring under some 
penal infatuation. Formerly the citizens of London were distinguished 
in a peculiar manner for their gravity ; liie exchange and the custom 
house were the only places they frequented when they went from home. 
But now the face of affairs is changed, and those places where their 
predecessors acquired fortunes are considered as too low and vulgar for 
them to be seen at. Nay, so far have they carried their extravagance, 
that all distinctions are in a manner confounded, and the wife of a 
tradesman is hardly known from the lady of a peer. Dissipation, ex- 
travagance, and debauchery have taken the place of activity, prudence, 
and frugality ; and many instead of acquiring independent fortunes, and 
retiring from business with credit and honor, we first see their names in 
the Gazette, and the remainder of their lives is either spent in prison, 
or they have to struggle through the world without credit under the odi- 
ous appellation of a bankrupt. The last cause I would mention is nat- 
urally the effect of others ; I mean a desperate attempt to repair a brok- 
en fortune by engaging too deeply at^ gamine in the stocks. This prac- 
tice has been attended with such* pernicious coqsecjuences, that the 
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c^hildren unborn will become real sufferers through the madness of their 
inlatuated parents. When those who have wasted their sabstanoe m 
riotous living are awakened bv a feeling sense of their approaching 
shame and misery, they generally muster up all they can {Hrocure^ and 
at one stroke venture it all in the stocks, where, if .one is suocessful, 
most -commonly twenty are ruined. What I have now told you is the 
result of long experience, and I doubt not but you will find too glaring 
proo&of it. It now remains that I should, m compliance wiUi your 
request, point out some«ules to be observed, in order to carry on ousi- 
Desa both with credit, honor and profit. But I know of no method more 
proper than to act diametrically opposite to the conduct of those already 
noentioned. 

Learn to be wise by others' harm. 

And you shall do full well. 

Never leave that undone till to-morrow that can be performed to-day. 

Never trust that to either a friend or a servant which can be done by 
yourself. 

f Keep an account of every day's expense, and once at least every 
week, compare your debt with your credit.^ 

Be not over anxious in acquiring riches. Trade is solid, but slow ; 
and experience has long since convinced me, that those who are over 
hasty in acquiring riches, most commonly fail in their attempts, and soon 
find themselves real beggars. But, above all, remember, that ** in vain 
do we ri£e soon, or sit up late, unless our labors are crowned- with di- 
vine blessings." I leave these things tb your consideration, and am, 
with great sincerity. Your sincere well wisher. - - 

LETTER 155. 

JPVqm a Gentleman in decayed circunutancea in the eounirtfy to on- 
other lately returned from the Eaxt ^dt««, reeommendmg' hit 
Son to hit protection. 

SIR, 

I was greatly pleased to hear of your arrival, but much more so that 
you had acquired an ample fortihie. You knew me when my circum- 
stances were ntl only easy, but likewise a^uent; and you also know 
that at that time I was glad of every opporiunity of assisting mv friends. 
But, alas 4 I am now in quite a different situation. By the loss of a 
sliip from Jamaica, I was obliged to stop payment, and give up all to 
my creditors, who have generously allowed me a small annuity for my 
subsistence. When that fatal event took place, I retired into the coun- 
ti'y with my wife and children, and my time since has been spent in su- 
perintending their education. The bearer, my eldest son, is just twen- 
ty, and is veiy desirous of going to the East Indies ; but my circum- 
stances are such that it is not in my power to give him any assistance, 
nor indeed do I know in what manner to proceed in an affair of so 
much importance. The friendship which subsisted betwixt us before 
you left England, gives me some encouragement to hope, that your ele- 
vation and grandeur will not make any alteration in your sentiments 
conctrning beflhvolence, notwithstanding the depressed situation to 
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which I am reduced. I rather think that my present distressed cir- 
cumstances will plead more powerfully in favor of the youth, than if he 
were supported even by the recommendalion of the whole body of di- 
rectors. I have given him an education, perhaps beyond ni^- circum- 
Btaooes, and suitable, I hope, to any situation in the mercantile world. 
His morals, so far as I know, are pure, and I doubt not his conduct 
will give satisfaction. If, therefore, you will be pleased' either to take 
him under your own direction, or instruct me in what manner to pro- 
ceed in order to promote his interest, you will tliereby confer a lasting 
obligation on an indulgent, though afflicted parent, and it sh^l be ac- 
knowledged with gratitude to the latest period of my existence* 

I am, i|ir, your very humble -servant. 

LETTER 156. 

The Answer. 

DEAR SIR, 

When I road your affecting letter; I scarcely "knew whether I was 
more grieved to he'kr of your distiessed circumstances, or filled witlT 
shame that I had been three months in England, and never inquired for 
one who, had not only treated me with humanity, but even assisted me 
in making my fir6t voyage to the Indies. Your house was an asylum 
to me when I was utterly destitute, and I should consider myself as an 
object of tlie utmost abhorrence, if I hesitated one moment in comply- 
ing with your request, relating to the amiable youth who brought me the 
letter. But, in what light mu^ I consider myself were my gratltnde to 
the best of men confined to such a favor as« would cost me m)rhing;> or 
what I would grant even to a stranger ! No, sir, I am sensible of ben- 
efits received, and should consider myself as a mean, abject v;retch, if I 
did not acknowledge them with gratitude. I have just been with your 
son to die directors, and he is engaged as a writer at Bengal. If the 
cljmate agrees witli his constitution there is no great fear but he will 
soon acquire a considerable fortune. For which purpose I have de|i08- 
ited in the hands of the supercargo five hundred pounds for his use, 
which you know is more tlian I had when I first embarked for that part 
of the world. But still, I should consider myself as acting very par- 
tially, if whilst I am making provision for the son I srfnild forget his 
aged parents. The ships for India do not sail till next Marchf so that 
your son will have at least three months to remain with von before he 
embarks. He sets o^ with the coach to-morrow, and lliave intrnsted 
him with something for your immediate use. I intend calling to spend 
a few days with you next monUi, and be assured that nothing in my pow- 
er shall be wanting to make your life as agreeable as possible. I have 
not so far forgot the principles of a virtuous education as to look with 
indifference on the various .dispensafions of Providenc. Ho\t true is 
that saying of the wise man, " The race is not to the swift, nor the bat- 
tle to the strong !*' As human wisdom cannot discern the progresb to 
earthly <grandeur, so man's prudence is not always able to guard against 
calamitous events.. I am determiued, therefore, not to place too much 
confidence in riches, and shall only consider jnyself. as the steward of 
that all bountiful God from whom I have received tliem. This il my 
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fixed resolution, and I hope no allurement whatever will tempt me to 
deviate from ji^ * I am, dear sir, your affectionate friendt 



LETTER 157. 
On Mcfrriage—from a Lady in tovm to her Friend in the coHmtry, 

DEAR MADAM, 

Marriage is despised by some, and by others too much coveted. The 
first sin against the law of nature and divine ordination ; the last, to# 
often, against their own peace and happiness. For those who are in 
cyraortiinary haste for a settlement ^o commonly extend their e^cpecta- 
tions bej'ond what they have possessed in a single life, and often the 
imaginary heaven proves' a hell. Though your changing your condition* 
had an extraordinary prospect, yet 1 hear my last letter, which was to 
wish you joy, found you in sorrow ; but I know you are too well princi- 
pled not to remember the time will come ^hen- the wicked shall cease 
from troubling, and the weary will be at rest. For if your husband 
(wntinues so industrious to torment you, as the world represents him, I 
believe you can have but little rest till that time is come ; unless it is by 
the inward peace of a good conscience, which none can take from you. 
This is a consolation which clamorous wives always lose, and which can 
never be recompensed by any point they gain, however apparently for 
their advanrage. 

Since the laws of Gcd and nature have given men the supreme au- 
thority in marriage, we ought not first to accept them on these terras, 
and then mutiny upon all occasions. For though some men are so kind 
«s to make our yoke light upon us, yet we take them ". for better or for 
worse,'* and experience shows us that the odds are on the worse side. 
All this we should consider before we engage ourselves in those strict 
ties, which phlige us to deny 'our own inclinations, and comply with 
those of our husbands. Indeed, human policy ought to teach us this 
lesson; for if we make a man's home less agreeable to him than any 
other place, we furnish him with a good excuse for going abroad, which 
can never be to our mutual advantage. Those men whom business does 
not call out to get money, are generally on the spend ; and he that is 
driven from home by a wife's ill humor, is always more extravagant 
abroad, and even thinks he has a better pretence to be. so, while he sac- 
rifices his body and soul, as well as his estate to his revenge. 

Some women, indeed, will divert themselves and not seem to mind it; 
find instead of endeavoring to ,win their husbands by complaisance, turn 
as extravagant as they ; or, as the old proverb says, " they light the 
/landle at both ends ;" though they know it must at last burn their own 
fingers. However, they seldom faW of suffering by their rashness; and 
the further they run out, the sooner they find a check upon their expen- 
ses; besi<le, if th^y should preserve their honesty, the}' tmdergo thecer- 
tain,los8 of Their reputation, which is infinitely more valuable to them 
than any thing else in the world ; and although by such conduct they 
may think to reclaim the men, yet they ** ought not to do evil that good 
may come." ti- 

But, most of all, I wonder at somp of o»ir acqnaintace who seem to 
be snber worocn, and yet recommend it as the best wav to deal with a 
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passionate bosband, to be more unreasonable th^n he. Such conduce 
.may silence some men, and might be pardonable if God as well as man 
were to be silenced by it. But our religion 'tells us '*we must not be over- 
come of evil, but overcome evil vjrith'good.*' An evil tongue never ap- 
'pears so odious as. in the mouth of a pa^ionate woman, railing against 
her husband. We commonly say that a madman is possessed ; and ev- 
ery one that is not in a rage hunself, will allow passion to be a tempo- 
rary madness, which makes men act as irrationally as lunatics, although 
they have not the same excuse to plead. Such unhappy persons will 
often tell you that passion is a yatural infirmity ; a -violent distennper 
which they strive against, and therefore they ought to be excused ; but 
let tliem remember that their conduct is the more unjustifiable, as they 
are sensible of dieir folly. If a husband be unkind and cruel, it i« a 
great aflliction, and the scripture tells us that all things of that nature 
are grievous ; but as contrary 'as they are to flesh and blood, yet they 
arise not from the dust, and it is not for us to contend with our Maker. . 
He that can, with a word, -control die winds and seas, can with as lit- 
tle trouble avert any storm that threatens, when he sees us fit objects of 
mercy. For if we attempt to shake off the yoke,^r think b^ struggling 
to make the chain sit looser upon us, we shall soon be convinced of our 
error, like birds taken in a net, who by beating their feathers off, in- 
crease their misery, and at the same time disable themselves from mak- 
ingtheir escape. 

Those amongst us that know we have been so obliging as never to de- 
Benre an ill word from our persecutors, should remember, that still we 
every day deserve God's chastisements, and that wicked and unreasons- 
able men are a sword of his, which wounds us the deeper the more we 
love the hand which he employs for our correction. But how sharp so- 
ever it is, yet we should not repine, considering it is to humble us, in 
order to draw us nearer to himself. He has said, that when we have 
Arrived at a proper degree of perfection, we shall be free from all our 
sufferings ; but as long as we continue to offend we shall be punished 
either in this world, or, what is infinitely worse, in the world to come. 

I have a few thoughts more to send you on the same subject, which I 
am not able at present to conununicate, being in a poor state of health, 
but I am still, dear madam. Your sincere firiend. 

LETTER 158. 
7b the tame. 

DEAR MAD4H, 

Ip compliance with ^our request, I mentioned a few things concerning 
marriage, and, according to my promise, now send you the remainder. 

It is certainly a very silly thing for people to quarrel who must be 
friends again ; unless they choose rather to live asunder than submit to 
many things they cannot approw. I will not pretend to determine what 
provocation is sufficient to justify such a breach, nor to say that it can- 
not be justified, since even the liest of women have parted from their 
husbands, although they seem sincerely to lament their separation. Nor 
does their conduct accuse them of having done it lig^ly, or upon the 
mccoiBit of taking their pleasure, which would soon be discovered, as in 
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■ttch circurastaQce0 all ej'es are upon them, and they must live more le- 
eerved than the rest of the world, or else they would quickly be liable 
to such a censure as must vindicate the ccHtduct of their husbands. 

And though in all quarrels betwixt a man and his wife, if it comes to 
B hot dispute, there are faults in both parties, yet the weaker vessel is ' 
60 little considered, merely for being weak, they an^e very often blamed 
much more than they deserve ; which they can no way resent so well as 
by a strict observance of their relative duties, and to endeavor to have 
a conscience void of offence towards God and the world. 

Nothing upon earth can be said to afibrd satisfaction only as our im- 
agination makes it appear so at a distance ;,and this prospect is dressed 
by fancy in such various shapes, that what would be a delight to one 
is real misery to another ; and age or possession does sometimes give 
the same persons such different notions, that they grow sick at the very 
things they languished for before. This is probably the reason why old 
. people are so nmcfe for denying young ones those innocent diversions 
which they have grown wnary of themselves ; though, perhaps, at the 
sdme time they may gratify tlieir own foible in something equally ridic^ 
ulous. It is this contrariety in the mind that makes matrimony so unea- 
sy ; for when one sets up a separate Diana to worship, their hearts 
cannot be full of affection to one another ; and if both are bigoted in 
their own way, it too often ruins, not only themselves, but also their in- 
nocent children. But you, madam, are in no danger of failing into this 
error, being of too complying a nature to bring yourself and others into 
any inconveniency on that score ; and I rejoice to hear how upmoved 
yoD appear under so gceat a provocation. I confess, that a husband's 
-keeping another before one*s eyes, is the crudest thing he can do; yet, 
even in that case, it is most prudent to show no frowardness ; for the 
mistress will be sore to entertain him with mirth' and caressing, which 
vriW make the wife's frowns appear more intolerable, and such women 
' never fail to magnify all domestic accidents. 

These prostitutes are, indeed, the greatest enemies to conjugal love; 
for them the gentlemen put on their best countenances, and with them 
they pass their most pleasing hours ; -the spleen and ill humor is reserv- 
ed, for the wife of his bosom, who must share in nothing but the eriev- 
ances, till they become partners in their wants, which invariably &llow 
such courses. Some few instances we have seen of husbcnds who have 
been reclaimed by a wife's tenderness, before the intrigue has gone too 
far, but I believe none were ever hectored out of it 

Some men are so kind to their wives as to endeavor to conceal llieir 
falsehood ; which if they do, it is very indiscreet for the ladies to in- 
c^uire into it, and they are no fri^ds who give them the informa- 
tion. He that goes about to hide his amour, shows either a sense of 
shame, or a regard to his spotise ; and that may in time wean him irom 
such company, or at least it is a sign he does not desire to grieve her, 
, which most men esteem tlieir great prerogative, and would lose half 
their satisfaction in their intrigues, were it not for the pleasure of tor- 
menting their wives. There are some husbands, who, to use the old pro«^ 
verb, " have stretched the bow till it has broke," for any woman whose 
heart is divested of every virtuous prinoiple, in such eases, will return 
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the compliment, especially when stimulated both by pride and revengftf,' 
She things a gallarnt's admiration repairs the affront which a husband 
puts upon Her charms, by giving her place to another, perhaps less hanrf- 
8ome than herself. This has been thought a plausible excuse by many 
women, and upon their husbands runnii^ astray, have diverted their 
melancholy hours at the expense of their honor. But whatever I hav^ 
eaid of mutual feelings, I ^o not make any comparison in favor of my 
own sex, as I know the crime is much greater in the wife, and even de- 
testable, modesty being the highest ornament of women, and the casting 
it off becomes a sin l>oth againSt God and tiature. For my part, if J 
cdmmit a fault against my sex, in being for so much resignation, they 
inust pardon Me ; for I cannot advise others to more obedience than i 
would wish to practice myself; and I intreat ail those -who despise me 
as being so tame a fool, that they would Imnish all anger out of their 
minds for oae year, and then tell me if they have not inore content in 
forgiving than returning a reproach. 

I fear I have already exceeded the bounds of a letter, for which I 
ought to me^ke an apology, but more words would give you trouble ; 
'therefore I will only beg of you to excuse and love 
* your ever siotere and affectionate friend. - 



LETTER 159. 

From a Lady to her Friend, whose Lover had basely deserted her 
^ ' and married another, 

MT DEAR IfRIEND, 

Our expectation of happiness is generally so ill placed that it is no 
wonder we meet with perpetual disappointments. When our cIkhqb 
arises from passion we have so very blind a guide as wiH inevitably^ad 
us to destruction ; for though love appears then gentlest, yet- our affec-" . 
tions are so much the right of our Almighty Creator, that as often as 
we ^ them immoderately upon any of the fading objects here below, 
we are certainly guilty of sacrilege to the Divine goodness, which fault 
is commonly punished by the very thing we doat on. This, I doubt not, 
has been your case, and not yours alone ; for soon or late, few escape 
that mischief,' especially amongst our weaker sex, whose tendet- nature 
leaves them most exposed to ruin ; and though they see others ship- 
wrecked before their eyes, will yet venture out to sea on the same bot- ' 
torn, insensible of danger, till they perish, and often fall unpitied. 

Men have a thousand advantages over us, but in the affair of court- 
ship fhey add cunning to all tlieir other accomplishments, and are as 
zealous to deceive as if their lives v^ould be made happy by the cheat. 
However, they will find it a sad mistake, at least if perjury is to be ac- 
counted for; although your false traitor, like many otlieis, may lot)k on 
that time as at a great distance. But I suppose he thinks hiinself^x^ 
cused, as being more knave than fool, which title, indeed, is so highly 
due to him, that I believe none will do him such' manifest "^rong as to 
dispnte it ; and I am sure, the blacker he appears, the greater reason 
you have to bless that Providence which permitted him to brpak the 
contract ; for without doubt, he that proved so ill a lover tp the best of 
distresses would have made an intolerable husband to the best of wives; 
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and ill usage would have cost yon more tliao bis infidelity. I am sensi- 
ble a heart so generous and constant as yours cannot easily e^ace the 
deep impression he has made in it ; that must be the work ^f time, with 
God's assistance, which I hope will never fail you. I do assure you I 
am deeply touched with every thing that concerns you ; nor is it without 
great regret that I submit to the unhappy circumstances which detain 
me from being the companion of your melancholy hours, which I 
should endeavor, with all my power, to divert. 

You say it is a daily aggravation to your trouble, to reflect that you 
suffered yourself to be so easily imposed upon ; but that, as I told you 
before, is our common fate, although all impostors are not equally indus- 
trious to be wicked ; and you ought not (o condemn your own ju<lgment 
for want of sagacity to discover a cheat, as it would be to arraign the 
conduct of almost all the human race. 

Pardon me, dear mad|^, for troubling you so far. Indeed I might 
have told you at first what I must mention now, and what you know al- 
ready, that He only can give us comfort wl^om . we seldom regard only 
vrhen we are driven to it by necessity. Solomon, who had tried all the 
alluring charms of love and beauty, whose quality and riches gave bim 
an opportunity to gratify every mclination without any bounds to his 
wishes, could call them all " vanity and vexation of spirit." It is no 
■ wonder then if every one of us discover the same truth to our own cost. 
Let 'us therefore resolve, as much as we can, to submit our wills to the 
will of our heavenly father, who sees all our actions, and has so de- 
creed (hafevour way to everlasting happiness should be through the wil- 
derness of affiiction. Yours affectionately. 

LETTER 160. 

JFVom a Lady who had formerly kepi a Boarding School to another 
* of the same profession, on FeTnale Education, 

'MADAM, 

I received your letter, containing the following request, viz : "What 
are the most proper methods to be used in conducting the 'education of 
young ladies, so as to avoid extravagance on the one hand, and mean- 
ness on the other ? This is a very important question, and perhaps 
above my poor|||t>ilities to answer. However, a£ I have had many years 
experience in female education, I shall tell you my thoughts on the sub- 
ject with the greatest freedom. It is the misfortune of the present age, 
that almost all ranks of people are so much infatuated as to strive who 
shall outdo one another in extravagance, and a daughter^of an ordinary 
tradesman can scarce- be distinguished from oAe of the nobility. If we 
inquire into the causes from which such effects 0ow, we shall find that* 
they are partly owmg to the conduct of their mothers, and partly to 
those intrusted with their education. I shall mention a few thmgs re- 
lating to both and you can judge of their propriety. 

Mothers should, on every 'occasion, teach their daughters that it is a 
duty incumbent on them not to have aspiring views beyond thikt station 
in whicli Providence has placed them. ' That humble, unaffected modesr 
ty hi a staff i^vim^will be preferred b^ every sensible person befoce ei- 
thar silks or Brussels laca. That it is a greater accomplishment for a 
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tradesman's daughter to wash a door than to dance on it ; and muds 
more useful to be able to dress a joint of meat, than to point out tbe 
particular merits of an actress, and applaud or condemn a song. i3u€ 
the keepers of boarding schools arc ^till more culpable than parents. 
No sooner is Miss placed in one of these seminaries than she is taught 
to consider herself a young ladv) and is even honored with that appel- 
lation. Thus the -seeds of vanity are sown in the first rudiments or 
learning, and continue to operate on her conduct as she advances in 

years. - ^ . . ' 

It is almost impossible for those who are any way acquainted 'with 
human nature to imagine that the girl who is taught to consider herself 
as a lady can ever be a proper wnfe for a tradesman, and commonsense 
teaches her that she has nothing greater to expect. 

But there is tsomething still worse. She is not only unfit to be the 
wife of an honest, industrious tradesman, but the often occasions his ru- 
ii^. She expects to be supported in the same extravagant manner as at . 
the boarding school ; dissipation takes place of prudence; public di- 
versions are more attended to than domestic duties; and the unhappy 
hiuband, to enjoy peace, is often oblig^ to leave his business,^ that his 
lady may be honored *with his company. The fatal effects of such ex- 
travejgance are soon felt, and the woman who formerly considered her- 
self as a lady, finds^ by woful experience, that she had assumed an im- 
proper name. 

The best, nay, the only way to educate children, consistent with their 
own station in life. Is, on all occasions, to teach them not to expect more 
tlian their birth entitles them to. It would likewise be very beneficial 
to the nation, if those women who keep boarding schools were to in- 
struct the girls in useful employments, rather than in useless arts, that 
cannot be of .any real benefit to them, but on the contiary are a mate- 
. rial injury in their intercourse with the world. 

I have thus thrown together a few reflections upon the subject of .fe- 
male education, but it is impossible to treat it properly in the small 
compass of a letter, but I will endeavor tu be* more explicit in a futurer 
communication* In the mean time, believe me, dear madam. 

Your sincere friend. 

LETTER 161. 
To a young Man on the commencement and pursuit of -Trade, 

Hating formerly stated to you the nature and advantages of pru- 
dence and discretion, I will now instance the particulars wherein you 
are called to tlie exercise of it, viz : 

1. In getting a full insight into your calling; so as to know tlie parts 
and lawful arts and methods of it. *The nature and qnali^ of the com- 
modities you deal in ; proper times and- places for buying and vending 
them ; the quantities of each that are most likely to produce^advantage ; 
the beet method and art of manufacturing goods, and the certain nos- 
trums which are in most callings, and on which much of the success of, 
them depends ; these and every other part should be well studied and 
fully understood. Leave it to others to pride themBelves in the knowl- 
edge of callings foreigii to their own ; or to bt curiously prying into the 



ON FRIENDSHIP. "M 

conduct ana concei'Ds of others; and remember, " the wisdoin ot the 
pmdent is to understand his own way.'*- Your trade or calling is yotir 
proper province, for the improvement of which your mind and capaci- 
ties sbouid be employed ; and neither God nor man will condemn you ' 
^ for inexperience in the business of others. Let the time of your ap- 
prenticeship be carefully improved to this end. Treasure up all the 
knowledge you can attain by ol)8ervation and instruction, and never be 
al^aroed to'continue learning any honest skill ; for no fortune or appli- 
cation will support a man who is remarkably defective in knowledge. 
Your success is likely to be that of a rich vessel guided by an unskUful 
pilot, in danger soon to be shipwrecked and lost. On the other band, 
all masters should endeavor honestlv and faithfully to instruct their ap- 
'- prentices in the la^vful and gainful mysteries of their callings. This 
they are bound to do by their own agreement, and by all the rules of 
justice and honor 

2. In the prudeut choice of the several circumstances of trade. 
For time. Choose that which is most suitable for your • business ; 
** for to every thing there is a season, and a time to every' purpose."— 
And among the rest, " a time-to buy, and a time to sell," whig|i every 
vise tradesman will observe. The future contingencies of business, and 
the rise aild fall of the value of commodities, often depend upon mich 
uncertain or such unknown causes, that the deepest penetration is not 
able to fathom ; but, to buy goods when they are cheap, and sell them 
when they are growing dear ; and at all time^ to be cautions of over- 
cdarging yourselves with dear or changeable goods, 9xe maxims of pru- 
dence that never vary. Futurity is hid from us, but discretion is given 
to direct os, and those bf the beat discernment and sagacity are most 
likely to be successfhi. 

FoY place. Prudence will direct the tradesman to consider which is 
most Bi^itable and proper for his calling, and £x there. Tlie conveni- 
ences of his family-must give way to the conveniences of his business, ' 
nnd his fancy be regulated by his judgment in this affair. That place 
may be exceeding proper and advantageous for one employment, which 
persons of a different one must starve la; and a fine house, or a pleas- 
ant situation, or even a small rent, wiU not make amends for the want 
of customers. 

Great prudence is necessary in the choice of persons. First, whom 
to trust ; for, it is not the metal that glitters most that is always the 
richest; men are oflen deceitful, and too many make it their business to 
deceive, and enrich themselves with the spoils of the unwary and cred- 
ulous. It is better, therefore, to be at the pains of a diligent inquiry 
afler their abilities for the trust which we repose in them, than endure 
the grief of sad experience, that we were mistaken in our apprehen- 
* sions concerning them. Certain it is, tBat as there is- prudence in trust- 
ing some, and charity in trusting others, so there are many whom it is 
neither prudent nor charitable to trust at all. Whom to deal with ; to 
wit,, with men of conscience, or at least of common honesty ; for these 
may be relied upon with more security than others, and it is at all-times 
more creditable to correspond with men of virtue tlian with knaves, 
and common fame will generally accquaint yon who and what they are. 
Lastly, whom to be familiar with. For though we should be friendly to 
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«U, yet ftuniliilr only with a few ; and tliey shouH be such as we may 
either receive good from, or do good unto. And even of these not Uto 
many; for the tradesman's employment will not allow him time suificient 
for performing the necessary oiHces of friendship to a great nuuiher.— 
Let, therefore, the wise and prudent, the virtuous and good, be the per- 
■oits of your intimacy and choice; for, notiiing has a greater influence 
on our present and futurte happiness or misery, than our chosen Cum- 
panions, as I have before obsecved. " He that walketh with wise Aeo 
shall be wise, but a companion of fools shall be destroyed." 

3. This prudence should appear in using mature delij^eration in af- 
fairs of importance. It is too visible that even ^nien of ingenuity are 
often ruined by their own rashness. Not considering the circumstancea 
that are necessary to direct them in proper Conduct, nor viewmg the 
the consequences thnt flow from them, they are carried on by a plausi- 
ble appearance of things, or a hasty impetuosity of spirit, to the irre- 
trievable ruin of themselves nnd fumilie? ; fancy or passion, not reason 
and judgment, being the guides of their actions. Others lose their op- 
portunities of advantJige oy an hnsettled, dilatory temper of mind, sus- 
pending their determinations till the proper season of acting is past.— 
Due deliberation is therefore recommended, accoiding to the importarice 
and diflicuhy of the affair, and tlie limits of time it will admit of. If 
the c£^e will allow of it, take a night's time to think of it ; for tliat 
which is weighed over night, and reviewed in the morning, will be in 
fiome degree ripe for a judic.ion? resolution. Indeed, as to trifling con- 
cerns, it is childish and unnecessary' to spend much time in determining 
concerning them ; but of the two, a circumspect slowness in words and 
actions is preferable to too much speed, as being less dangerous and 
buitful. 



LETTER 162. 

To a young Gentleman, on Iiis entering into the World, with dxtee^ 

tions koto to conduct himself, 

VLY DEAK FRIEND, ' 

Your iapprenticeship is near. out, and you are soon to set up for yoiir- 
Be^*; that approaching moment is a critical one for you, and an anxions 
one for me. A tradesman, who would succeed in his way, must b^in 
by establishing a character of integrity und goqd manners; without the 
^rmer, nobody will go to his shop at all; without the latter, nobody will 
go there twice. This vule docs i^i exclude the fair arts of trade. He 
may sell his goods at the best price he can, within certain bounds. He 
may avail himself of the humor, the whims, and the fantastical tastes 
of nis customers; but wh.at he warrants to be good must^ be really so; 
uhat he serionsly asserts must bo true, or his fraudulent practices will 
Boon end in a bankruptcy « It is the same in higher life, and the gfeat 
business of tli^ world. A man who does not solidly establish, and re- 
ally deserve, a character of truth, prohiiy,good manners, and good mo- 
rals, at his flrst setting out in the work), may impose, and shine like a 
meteor for a very shoit time, but will very soon vanish, and be extin- 
guished with contempt. Peo|)Je easily pardon, in yi^ung men, the com- 
mon uregularitieB ol tlie senses ; but they do not foiigive the leaBt vica 
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of the- heart. The heart never grows better by age ; I^fear wprse, al- 
"ways harder. A young liar will be an old one ; and a young knave will 
only be a greater knave as he grows older. Biit should a bad young 
heart, accompanied with a good head, which by the way is very eeldom 
iie case, really reforni in a more advanced age, from a consciousness of 
its folly as well as of its guilt ; such a conversion would only be thought 
prudential and politic, but never sincere. I hope in God, and I verily 
believe that you want no moral virtue. Your character io the world 
must be built upon that solid foundation, or it will soon fall, and upon 
your own head. Y^i cannot, therefore, be too careful, too nice, too 
crupulous, in .establishing this character at first, upon which your whole 
depends. Let ncr conversation, no example, no fashion, no silly desif^ 
of seeming to be above what most knaves, and many fools, call preju- 
dices, ever tempt you to avowj excuse, extenuate, or laugh at the least 
breach of morality ; but show, upon all occasions, a detestation 
and abhorrence of it. There, though young, you ought to be strict j 
«n.i there only, while young, it becomes -you to be strict and severe. 
But there too, spare the persons while you lash the crimes. All this re- 
lates, as you easily judge, to the vices of the heart ; such as lying, fraud, 
envy, malice, detraction", &c. and I do not extend it to the frailties of 
youth, flowing from high spirits and warm blood. It would ill become 
you, at your age, to declaim agaiiy^t them, and sententiously censure a 
gallantry, an ac<:idenlal excess of the table, a frolic, an inadvertency ; 
no, keep as free l^om them yourself as you can ; but say nothing agaiAst 
tliem in Qthers. They certainly mend by time, pften by reason ; and a 
man's wot Idly character is'not affected by them, provided it be pure in . 
all other respects. 

To come to fi point of much less, yet of very great consequence, at^t 
your first setting out. Be upon your guard against vanity, tlie common 
failing of inexperienced youili ; but particularly against that kind of 
vanity, that dubs a roan a coxcomb. It is not to be imagined by how^ 
many ways vanity defeats its own puiposes. . . 

One man derides peremptorily upon every subject, betrays his igno- - 
ranee upon many, and shows a disgusting presumption upon' the rest. 
Another desires to appear successful among women ; Jie hmu) at the en- 
couragement he has recei-ved from thl>6e of the most distinguished rank 
and beautv, and intimates particular connection with some ont. If it 
is true it is ungenerous; if false it is infamous; but in either case he 
destroys the reputation he wants to get. Some flatter their vanity by 
little extraneous objects, which have not the |east relation to themselves, 
such as hein^ descended fiom, related to, or acquainted wi^ people of 
distinguibhed merit, and eminent characters. They talk perpetually of 
their grandfutlier such a one, their uncle such si one, and their intimate 
friend such a one, whoni possj^ly they are hardly acquainted with. But 
-admitting' it all to be as they would have it. What then 1 Have they 
the more merit for those accidents 1 Certain^' not. On the contrary, 
their taking thenr up adventitiijusly proves their want of intrinsic merit j 
a rich man never borrows. Take this rule for granted, as a never fail- 
ing one, that you must never seem lo aflfect the character in which you . 
have a mind to shine. Modesty is the only sure bait when you angle 
for praise. The affectation of courage ivill make even a brave man 
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paM only for a bully ; ai the affectation of wit wTii make n inaD of parts 
pass for a coxcomb. By this modesty I do not mean timidity or awk' 
ward bashfulness. On the contrary, be inwardly iirm and steady, kuu>r 
your own value, whatever it may be, and act upon that principle ; bat 
take care to let nobody discover that you do know your own value. 
Whatever real merit you have other people will discover ; and people 
always magnify their own diacoverieb as they lessen those of others. 

For God's sake revolve all ^ese things seriously in your tlioughts be- 
fore you launch out alone into the world. Recollect the observationa 
which you have yourself made upon mankind, compare and^ccmnect 
them with my instructions, and then act systematically and consequen- 
tially from them. Lay your little plan now, which you will hereafter 
extend and improve by your own observations^, and by the advice of 
those who can never mean to mislead you. 

I am, your faithful and affectionate friend. 

LETTER 163. 
From a Lady to her Friend who had buried her Husband, 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

Impute not my silence to any want, but the excess of Kindness, which 
makes me too much a paitner of your sorrow to find -words at all suita* 
ble to the share I have with you in it. If, therefore, I am the last in 
condoling, 1 do most faithfully assure you, that it is not insensibility, but 
the highest degree of love and tenderness that occasioned it. The grief 
that is least is soonest expressed, and perhaps the more noise it makes 
the less mischief is sustained by it. Had I been unconcerned my thoughts 
and pen -might have been more free, though I could not have said any 
thing sufficient to stem so violent a tide as your just lamentations. I 
might have offered some poor reasons against other women's afflicting 
themselves so much, which I should be 'ashamed»to mention to you, hav- 
ing been a witness how far your husband's love and merits excelled the 
best of men I ever met with ; and I am so sensible of your reciprocal 
affection, that I know the power of God only can Support you undet 
such a separation, which I believe was more terrible than death itself. 
But, my dear friend", your sorroiRr ijMiot as one without hope. Use yoor 
utmost endeavors to submit to the hand of the Almighty, with as much 
retfgnation in this as you did in your otvn <!1ltemper, though that only 
assaulted your body while this pierces your heart. You must remember 
that it was the same merciful God that gave you him who has now tak- 
en him to himself; and in the midst of your afflictions, bless God for 
sparing you so long for tlie sake of your children. I hope you will con- 
sider -tbat Uiis parting; is to his inexpressible advantage, and has remov- 
ed him from a transitory and imperfect, to an -everlasting happiness, 
whither, I doubt not, ydu are daily pcepanbg to follow him ; and since 
it has pleased God to deny you the further assistance of such an exam- 
ple and counsellor, he will abundantly recompense that 4gss, by a great- 
er measure of his grace, to carry you through those trials and tempta- 
tions to whijjh you are daily exposed, unless you neglect to implore his 
help, by givmg up yourself to such melancholy as must discompose your 
fiwidHes, while it weakens your natural constitution. If the saints U 



ON FRIENDSHIP. 109 

heavofi are acquainted with what happens in this; lower world, they must 
dTsappru\G of such a conduct as leads them to contend with their great- 
est benefactor and best friend. Shall the thing formed say to its Maker, 
why hast thou done so 1 TIte time is fast approaching when you, bein^ 
freed from all entanglements with thi^ sublunary world, must visit those 
regions uhere you will again see your beloved spouse, in a state never 
to be interrupted, never to have an end^ where you must be happy. 
Tliis I have learned even from heatlien sa|^es, that all violent pains are 
short, and ^ut of transitory duration. But we Christians are obliged to 
consider affliction in a quite different light,, as the chastisement of our 
heavenly Father, whose benevolence is his darling attribute. 

If the dissolution of the righteous is to exempt thein from labor, 
though our temporal interest makes us eager to detain them longer with 
us, yet the sense of what they enjoy fn heaven must be a great means 
of abating our grief. Some, indeed, have so little comfort in this world 
that tliey are ready to say with Jdb of old : " Wherefore is light given 
to him that is in misery, and life unto the bitter in sool ; which long for 
death 'and it cometb not, and dig for it more than for hidden treasures ; 
which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad when they can find the grave.** 

Your most flattering hopes could not, in the. course of nature, have 
been many years longer gratified with his company ; therefore vou must 
not spend the remainder of your days in mourning,* but being fully con- 
vinced of the vanity of ejery thing mortal, let us submit to every alte]> 
ation as the servants of God, who has graciously promised to lay no 
more upon us than we can bear. That you may experience that mercy*, 
to assist >ou in this trial of your faith and patience, is the prayer of, 
dear madam,* . Your ever affectionate friend. 

LETTER 164. 

P¥om a Gentleman to his Friend in distressed ctrcumstanceTy who 
had endeavored to conceal his poverty, 

D£Atl SIR, 

I am extremely concerned to find you have eo ill an opinion of me as 
tf) hide your mic-fortune??, and let me -hear of them from another hand. 
1 know not ln)W to interpret your conduct,- as it makes me fear yon nev- 
er esteemed my friendship, if you could imagine that any alteration in 
your circumstinces should ever be able to change my love. 1 bad a 
different opinion of our^ mutual obligations to each otlier, and should 
have thought it an injury to your generous nature, bad t concealed aiiy 
tiling concerning mysea from you, though it might have lessened me in 
your esteem. I hoped, till now, you had put the same confidence in me, 
who had nothing to recommend me to your favor, but plain sincerity of 
soul ; and whose sole design was to promote the happiness of my friend. 

I dartj not quarrel with you now, lest you should consider me as tak- 
ing the advantage of you in your present distress, and induce you to 
break off a correspondence as dear to me as ever ; and tliis leads me to 
say something of real friendship in general. Real friendship is not 
confined to any station in life ; it is common In the meanest cottage, 
and has even sometimes been found in the palace. Simplicity of man-' 
ners, and integrity in all our actions j naturally lead us to expect sincer- 

• 10 
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ity in the conduct of thoee with whom we are any way connected. XTbe 
imperfections incident to human nature are so numerous, that we are 
solicitous of finding^ some person to whom we can unbosom our miods^ 
and lay open the inmost recesses of our hearts. A real friend, in order 
to preserve the character he has assumed, wiH, in the first place, endeav- 
or to discharge every duty incumbent upon ' him to all his fellow crea- 
tures. But still there is something wanting ; and although we may be 
philanthropists in general, yet we like t^ place om' affections on one 
particular Object. 

Why, my friend, any suspicion of ray sincerity 1 Why^lid you con- 
ceal your distress from me 1 Friendship is of too sacred a nature to be 
trifled with, and the man who does not act consistent with his profes- 
sions prostitutes that amiable appellation. No mental reservation can 
be used in firiendship, for whenever that happens there is some doubt of 
sincerity, which for the most part ends either in total indifference, or 
which is infinitely worse, an absolute hatred. I am sorry to say, that 
there are few people who either know or value the blessmgs of friend- 
ship I if they did they- would not, upon every frivolous occasion, find 
fault with the conduct of their fellow creatures. 

. At present, my dear friend, let my purse, however empty, be at your 
service, but. let it never be more open tlian my heart. Conceal nothing 
•from me, and all I have is yours. We were bnce friends, let us only 
remain so. Let me hear an account from you of your present circum- 
stances, and ray last shilling shall be spent in your service. Let the 
sincerity of my friendship be estimated only according to my actions, 
and if it shall appear that I* have acted inconsistent witli the saCTed 
name of friendship, let me be forever blotted out of your memory. 

I am, sir, your sincere well wisher. 

LETTER 165. 

From «f Gentleman lately returned from his trceoela to his Friend, 

concerning Loyalty, 

DEAR SIR, 

It is very natural for the most carious travellers, after having spent 
some time abroad, to return with joy to their own country ; but much 
more pleasant to me who did not go out of it by my own choice^ but 
impelled by necessity. 

When 1 returned, I hoped to find a general tranquility among all 
ranks of people, and the animosities which subsisted wnen I went 
abroad, buried in perpetual oblivion. But I was strangely amazed to 
find the same spirit of murmuring as before. In otie place the ministry 
are said to be seeking the loaves and fishes, and the patriots are endeav- 
oring to dispossess them, vt/lth no other view than to obtain their places. 
In one place we are told, that the ministers are abandoned debau- 
chees, and when the courtiers return the compliment to the patriots, die 
answer is, that a man may be an abandoned villain, a scandal to human 
pature, and yet a lover of his country. If you ask these, several sorts 
of gentlemen what it is they wish for, you will find they have several 
ends in view. Some of tliem are men that have, by their extravagance, 
•pent their fortunes, lost their credit, and therefore are in violent hasta 
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for a war, in hopes by plunder to replenish their pockets, like vultures 
^ho keep hovering^ over a dead carcase. They speak aloud just as they 
ivould have it, that all things are running to confusion. Others, like 
crows, love the fruits of the earth, but hate the smell of gunpowder ; and 
these affirm as positively, though not «o loudly, that we &hall be inevita- 
bly ruined unless there is a change of the ministry. A tliird sort of this 
disaffected .party, are a set of men like moles, that are always digging 
under ^ound, and no kind of soil can escape their talons. ^ 

Besides th^e there is another party, whose designs are extremely for- 
eign to any of the rest, and yet they are equally pernicious. There are 
several select companies of drunkards, who instead of minding their 
own bu^siness, assemble at different ale houses to settle the state of the 
nation over a tankard of porter or a bowl of punch. These may prop- 
erly be called, 

A pamper*d people, and debauched with ease. 
No king can govern, and no God can please. 

The above gentry are a real nuisance to human society, as they raise 
groundless fears in the minds of peaceable people, who think it high 
time to feel their grievances when they really happen. 

No man can be more a friend, and even advocate for the liberties of 
bis country than myself; and a patriotic magistrate will at all times at- 
tend to the voice of the people, and as a common father, love to beput 
in mind of his dnty.^ But when I find no fault committed by the admin- 
istration, except such as is inseparably connected with human nature, I 
consider the abettors as real incendiaries, who want to create dissen- 
tions among a brave united people. 

For my own part, when I consider the present distracted state of af- 
fairs, and compare it with my duty as $m individual, I am ready to cry 
out with the Psalmist : " JVJay peace be within her walls, ind prosperity 
within her palaces !" May they prosper who wish her well, and seek 
her peace continually ! ai^ in this wisli, I doubt not but you will join 
heartily with Your friend. 

LETTER .166. 
To a young Man on Prudence, 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

The first thing necessary for a happy progress in bifsiness, is prudence 
or discretion. I'his, as it relates to trade, is a habit of mind enabling 
US to conduct our affairs in the wisest and best manner; or, in other words, 
it is pursuing the proper end, by the best means, and in the fittest time. 
It is not that serpentine craft, which lies in wait to captivate the unwary, 
impose upon the credulous, ai^d overreach the weak understanding, and 
which teaches men to increase their wealth by injustice and fraud. God- 
has given^to man no superior wisdom or skill, to be directed to ends so 
contrary to his own nature and will, and. the good of mankind. But it 
is that honest wisdom, which is consistent with a good conscience, and 
an ornament to it. Prudence is subtility refined from all those base and 
unjust views, as subtility is wisdom corrupted by them. Wisdom, like* 
light, is pleasant to behold ; it quickens the spirits, disposes Uie mind to 
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9. cheerfiil activity, and makes the passagfjs of life rlenr and open. Un- 
der God, it enables ua to acquire and oijoy many advantages we oonid 
not otherwise attain} and ohviato^ many evils and incunvenicnce&> to 
vvhidi we are liable, WhalcvtM- good arises from deliberate advice, sa- 
gacious foresight, stable rci^olulion, and orderly conluct, wisdom confers. 
Whatever evils procceedfrom blind ignorance, false presmnption, unwa- 
ry credulity, jprecipitate rashnoajs, wisdom prevents. It begets in us the 
reasonable hope of success ; and quiets the heart in the want of it. God 
having given to man a considering mind, sagacity and foresight, which 
he has denied to other creatures, they who act foolishly, so far degrade 
the man, and iesemble tite brute; and many are ruined by their own in- 
discretion and folly, without any other visible means than that they vvi^ro 
themselves rash, wilful, or weak. But, when our iirt^pntions are- good, 
and the means propei', we may hope that allwise goodness will prosper 
as ; our successs will ihen be doubly pleasant. Or, if we are disappoint- 
ed, we shall disarm the affliction of what makes the deepest wound, the 
reflection that it was caused by our own folly. It is not supi>osed that 
our wisdom and prudence can control tlie events of divine Providence, 
or make our dependance upon God unnecessary. But it will hinder ua 
from being our own destroyers, and is the means which the governor of 
the world uses to bestow prosperity andliappiness where he is diposed 
to vouchsafe the enjoyment of tlrem. A considerate head is often more 
successful than die laborious hand'; though boll^should be united in most 
eaployments. Your sincere friend. 

LETTER 167. 
To the same, on the vicissitudes of Human Life, 

MT YOUNG FRIEND, "** 

^ , Remember that human life is but as the journey of a day. We rise 
.in die morningof youth, full of vigor and exjjectation, set forward with 
spirit and hope, with gaiety and with diligence, and travel on awhile' 
in the straight road of piety, towards the mansions of rest. Inja short 
time we remit our fervor, and en<!eavor to find soine mitigation of oflr 
duty, and some more easy means of obtaining the same end. We then 
relax our vigor, and resolve to ho no more terrified with crimes at a dis- 
tance, but rely upon our own constancy, an,d venture to approach wliat 
we resolve never to touch. We thus enterthe bovvers of ease, and re-r 
pose in the shades of security. Here the heart softens and vigilance 
Subsides; we are ihen willing to inquire^ whether another advance can- 
not be made, and whether we may not at least turn our eyes upon tlie 
gardens of pleasure. We approach them with scruple and hesitation; 
we enter them timorous and trembling, and always hope to pass throu^U 
them without losing the road of virtue, which for awhile we keep in our 
Bight, and to which we propose to return. But temptatfon succeeds 
temptotion, and one compliance prepares us for another ; we, in time, 
lose the happiness of innocence, and soUice our disquiet with sensual 
|p:atifications. By degrees we let fall the rememl)rance of our orignal 
intention, and quit the only adequate object of rational desire. We en- 
Ungle ourselves in business, immerge ourselves in luxury, and rave 
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through the labyrinths of inconstancy, till the darkness of old age begins 
to invade us, and disease and anxiety obstruct our way, we then look 
ba^ upon our lives with horror', with sorrow, with repentance ; and 
^vish, but too often vainly wish, that we had not forsaken the w^ys of 
virtue. Happy are they my friend, who learn not to despair, but shall 
remember, that though the day is past, and their strength is wasted,' 
there yet remains one e£fort to be made ; that reformation is never hope- 
less, nor sincere endeavors ever unassisted ; that the wanderer may a*' 
length return after all his errors ; and that he who implores. strength and 
courage from above, shall find danger and difficulu^ give way before 
him. Yours, sincerely. - 

LETTER 168. 

2>r. Johnson to Mrs, ThraUy on the value of long established 

Friendship^ 

DEAR MADAM, 

Since you have written tO' me with the attention and tenderness of 
ancient time, your letters give me a great part of the pleasure which a 
life of solitude admits. You will never bestow a share of your good will 
on one who deserves better. Those that have loved longest love best. 
A sudden blaze of kindness may, by a single blast of coldbness be extin- 
guished, but that fondness, which length of time has connected with many 
circumstances and occasions, though it may for a while be suppressed by 
disgust or resentment, with, or without a cause, is hourly revived by ac- 
cidental recollection. To those that have lived long together, evei^ thing 
heard, and every thing seen, recalssome pleasure communicated, or some 
benefit conferred, some petty quarrel, or some slight endearment. Es- 
teem of great powers, or amiable qualities newly d :scovered, may em- 
broider a day or week, but a friendship of twenty years, is interwoven 
with the texture of life. A friend may be often found and lost, but an 
old friend never can be found, and nature has provided that he canAot 
easily be lost. 

I have not forgotten the Davenaiits^ though they seem to have forgot- 
ten me. I began very early to tell them what they have commonly found 
to be true. I am sorcy to hear of dieir building. I have always warn- 
ed those whom I loved, against that mode of ostentatious waste. 

You seem to mention Lord Kilmurry, as a stranger. We were at his 
house in Cheshire ; and he one day dined with Sir-Lynch. What he 
tells me of the epigram is not true,.but perhaps he does not know it to 
be false. Do not you remember how he rejoiced in having no park ; he 
could not disoblige his neighbors by pending them no venison. 

The frequency of death to those who look upon it in the leisure of Ar- 
cadia, is very dreadful. We all all know what it should teach us ; let 
U8 all be diligent to leam. Lucy Porter has lost her brother. But' whom 
have I lost 1 Let not your losi be be added to the mournful catalogue 
Write soon again to, madam, Yours,'&c. 

10 
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LETTER 169. 
Mr, Locke to iWr. Molyneux, on the advantages of Friendthtp* 

SIR, 

You look >vith the eyes, and speak the language of friendship, when 
you make my life of so much more concern to tlie world tlian your own. 
I take it, as it is, for an effect of your kindness, and so shall not accuse 
you of compliment; the mistakes and over valuings of good will beings 
k always sincere, even when they exceed what common truth allows. 
I Thus on my side I must beg you to believe that my life would be mucU 
more pleasant and useful to me if ypn were within my reach, that I' 
might sometimes enjoy your conversation, and,- upon twenty occasionsy 
lay my thoughts before you, and have the advangage of your judgment. 
I cannot complain that I have not my share of friends of all ranks, an<f 
such whose interest, assistance, affection, and opinions too, in fit cases, 
I can rely on. But methinks, for all this, tliere* is one place vacant, 
that I know nobody that would fill so well as yourself; I want one near 
me to talk freely with, de quolihet.ente ; to propose to the extravagan-- 
ces that rise in my mind; one with whom I would debate several doubts 
and questions, t» see tvhat was in them. Meditatitig by one's self \a 
like digging in the mine; it often, perhaps, brings up maiden earth, 
which never came near the light before; "but whether it contain any me- 
tal in it, is never so well tried as in conversation with a knowing, judi- 
cious friend, who carries about him the true touchstone, which is love 
of truth in a clear tiiinking head. Men of parts and judgment the world 
usually gets hold of, and by a great mistake, that their abilities of mind 
are lost, if not employed in the pursuit of wealth and power, engage 
them in the ways of fortune and interest, which usually leave but little 
freedom or leisure of thought for pure disinterested trudi. Arfd such 
who give themselves up frankly and in earnest, to the full latitude of 
real knowledge, are not eyery where to be. met with. Wonder not, 
therefore, that I wish so much for you m my neighborhood. I should 
he too happy in a friend of 3;our jfnake, were you witliin my reach. But 
yet I cannot but wish that business would once bring you witliin distance; 
and it is ^ain to me to think of leaving the world, without the happiness 
of seeing you. 

I do not wonder that a kinsman of j'ours should ma|[nify civilities, 
that scarce deserve that name ; I know not wherein they consisted, but 
" in being glad to see one who was related to you, and was himself very 
ingenious ; either of those was a title to more than I did, or could do. I 
am sorry I have not yet had an opportunity to wait on him in London, 
and I fear that he should be gone before I am able to get thither. This 
long winter and cold spring has hung very heavy upon my lungs, and 
they are not yet in a case to be ventured in London air, which must be my- 
excuse for not, waiting upon him and l)r. Ashe yet. Yours, &c. 

LETTER 170. ., 
The Bishop of Rochester to Mr, Pope. 

The Tower, April 10, 1729. 

PEAR SIR, 

I thank you for all the instances of your friendship, both before apd 
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sinoe my miafbrtuaes. A little time will complete them, and separate 
you and me for ever. But in what part of the wou^d soever I am, I will 
live mindful of your sincere kindness to me ', and will please myself whh 
the thought, that I live in yodr esteem and affection us much as ever 
I did ; and that no accident of life, no distance of time or place, will al- 
ter yon in that respect. It never can me ; who have loved and valued 
J'roo ever since I knew you, and shall not fail to do it when I am not al- 
owed to tell you so ; as the case will soon be. Give my faithful services 
to Dr. Arbu*hnot, and thanks f»r what he sent me, which was much to 
the purpose, if any thing can' be said to be to the purpose, in a case that 
is already determined. Let him know my defence will be such, that nei- 
ther my triends need blush for me, nor my enemies have great occasion 
of tciumph, though sure of the victory. I shall want his advice before 
I go abroad, in many things, but I question whether- 1 shall be permitted 
to see him, or any body, but such as are absolutely necessary towards 
the desi3atch of ray private affairs. If so, God bliess you both; may no 
part of the ill fortune tliat attends me, ever pursue either of you! I know 
not but I may call upon* you at my hearing, to say somewhat about my 
way of spending my time at the deanery, which did not seem calculated ■ 
towards managing plots and conspiracies. But of that I shall consider ; 
yon and I have spent many hours together, upon much pleasanter sub- 
jects ; and, that I may preiserve the old custom, I shall not part with 
you now till I have closed this letter with three lines of Milton, which 
you, I know, readily, and not without some degree of concern, apply* to 
to your ever affectionate friend. 

Some nat'ral tears he dropt, but wip'd them goon • 
The world was all before where to choose 
His place of r^st ; and -Providence his guide. 

LETTER 171. 
Dr. Arbuthnot to Mr. Pope. 

D£AR SIR, 

I little doubt of your kind concern for me, nor of that of the lady you 
mention. I have nothing to repay my friends with at present, but 
prayers and good wishes. I have the satisfaction to find that I am as 
officiously served by my friends as he that has thousands to leave in Feg- 
acies, besides the assurance of their sincerity. God Almighty haEiraade 
my bodily distress as eaSy as a thing of that nature can.be. I have 
found some relief, at least sometimes, from the air of this place. My 
nights are bad, but many poor creatures are worse. 

As for you, my good friend, I think, since our first acquaintance, 
there have not been any of tliese little suspicions or jealousies that often 
affect the sincerest friendships; I am sure not on my side. I must be so 
sincere as to own, that, though I could not help valuing you for those 
talents which the world prizes, yet they were not the foundation of my 
friendship; they were quite of another sort; nor shall I at ptesent of- 
fend you by enumerating them ! And 1 make it my last request, that you 
nvill continue that noble disdain and abhorrence of vice which you seem 
naturally endued with, but still with a due regard to your own safety and 
study more to inform than to chastise, though the one cannot be c^ted 
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tvithout the other. Lord Bathurst I have alwa^ honored, for every 
good quality that a person of his rank ought to have ; pray give my re- 
ftpecLs and kiudest wishes to the family. My venison stomach is gone, 
but I have those about me, and often with me, who will be very glad of 
his present; if it is left at my house it will be transmitted safe to me. 

A recovery in my case, and at my age, is impossible ; the kindest 
wish of my friends is euthanasia ; living or dying I shall always be your 
* Sincere Friend. 

LE1TER172. 
letter from- Mr. West to Mr, Chray, soliciting his correspondence. 

You use me verycraelly ; you have sent me but one letter since I have 
been at Oxford, and dfat too agreeable not to make me sensible how 
great my loss is in not having more. Next to seeing you is the pleasure 
of seeing'yoar hand writing ; next to hearing you is the pleasure of hear- 
ing from you. Really and sincerely I wonder at you, that you tiiought 
it not worth while to answer my letter. I hope that diis will have tet- 
ter success in behalf of your auondam school fellow ; in behalf of one 
who has walked hand in hand with you, like the two children in the 
wood. 

Thro* many a.flow'ry path and shelly grot, 
- Where learnhig lull'd us in lier private maze. 
The very thought, you see tips my pen' with poetry, and brings Eton to 
my vievv. Consider me very seriously here in a strange countfy, inhab- 
ited by tilings that call themselves doctors and masters of arts ; a coun- 
try flowing with syllogisms and ale, and where Horace and Virgil are 
equally unknown ; consider me, I say, in this melancholy light, and then 
think ifsomethiiig be not due to Yours, &c. 

LETTER 173. 

Dr. Johnson to Mrs. Thrale, on the death of her Husband. 

DEAREST MADAM, 

Of your injunctions to pray for you and write to you, I hope to leave 
neither unobserved ; and I hope to find you willing, in a short time, to 
alleviate your trouble, by some other exercise of mind. I am not with- 
out my part of tlie calamity. No death since that of my wife has ever 
oppressed me like this. But let us remember that we are in the hands of 
Him who knows when to give and when to take away ; who will look 
upon us witli mercy, through all our variations of existence, and who in- 
vites us to call on him in the day of trouble. Call upon him in this great 
revolutbn of life, and call with confidenccr You then find comfort for 
the past, and support for the future. He that has given you happiness 
in marriage to a. degree of which, without personal knowledge I should 
have thought the description fabulous, c^n -give you another mode of 
happiness as a mother ; and at last the happiness of losing all temporal 
cares in thoughts of an eternity in Heaven. 

I do not exhort you to reason yourself into^ranquility. We must first 
pray, and then lal>or; first implore the blecssin^ ofijftod, and those means 
\vhich he puts into our hands. Cultivated j^rouiid has few weeds; a mind 
occupied by lawful busincsf, has little room for useless regret 
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We read the will to-day ; but I will not fill my first letter with any 
other account thi^n that with all my zeal for your advantage^ I am eatis- 
fied ; and that the other executors, more used to consider property than' 
I, commend it for wisdom and equity. Yet why nhould I not. tell you, 
that you have five hundred pounds for your immediate expenses, and two 
tiiousand pounds a year, with both the houses, and all the goods 1 

Let us pray for one another, tliat the time, whether long or short, that 
shall yet be granted us, may Ee well spent ; and that when this life, which 
at the longest is very short, shall come to an end, a better may begin 
which shall never end. I am dearest madam, yours, &c. 

LETTER 174. 

Mn, JVhiteuoay to Lord Orrery y describing the melancholy situa- 
tion of Dean Sviifl, 

MT LORD, 

The easy manner in which you reproach me, for not a^uainting you 
with the poor dean's situation, lays a 'fresh obligation upon, me j yet, 
mean as an excuse is for a fault 1 shall attempt one to your lordship, and 
only for this reason, that you may not think me capable of neglecting any 
thing' you should command me. I told you in my last letter the dean's 
understanding was quite gone, $ind I feared the further particulars would 
only shock the tenderness of your nature, and the melancholy scene 
make your hcait ache, as it has often done mine. I. was the last per- 
son whom be knew, and when that p&rt of his memory failed, he was so 
outrageous at seeing any body, that I was forced to leave him, nor could 
he rest for ft night or two aftf.r seeing any person ; so that all the attend- 
ance .which I could pay him, was calling twice a week to inquire after 
his health, and to observe that proper care was taken of him, and durst 
only look at him while his back was towards me, fearing to discompose 
him. He walked ten hours a day, and would not eat or drink if his 
servant stayed in tlie i^oom. His meat was served up ready cut, and 
sometimes it would lie an hour on the table before he would touch it, 
and tlien eat it walking. About six weeks ago, in one night's time, his 
left eyeswelied as large as an egg, and tlie lid, Mr. Nicholls, his surgeon, 
thought would mortify, and many large biles appeared upon his arms and 
body. The" torture he was in is not to be described. Five persons 
could scarce bold him for a week from (Scaring out his own eyes ; and, 
for near a month, he did not sleep two hours in twenty-four ; yet a mod- 
erate appetite continued, and what is more to be wondered at, the last 
days of his illness he knew me perfectly well, took me by the hand, cillled 
my name, and showed the same pleasure as usual in seeing me. I asked' 
him if he would give ni^a dinner 1 He said, to be sure, myold friend. 
Thus he continued tliat day, a'td he knew the doctor and surgeon, and all 
his family so well, tliat Mr. Nicholls thought it possible to call for what 
he wanted, and bear some of his old friends to amuse him. But alasl 
this pleasure to me was but of short duration ; for the next day or two 
it was all over, and proved to be only pain that had housed him. He is 
now free from torture ; his feye almost well, very quiet, aiQd begins to 
sleep, but he cannot, without irreat difficulty, be prevailed on to walk a 
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fphysj 
lordshi 

Humble servant. 



turn about his room ; and yet, in this way, the physycians thiiik he may 
hold out for some time 1 am, my lord, your lordship's most obedidient 



LETTER 175. 

Dr, Johnson to the Honorable Mr, fVyndham, on Ms (^Dr. John-' 

ton* 9) recovery from illness. 

The tenderness with which you have been pleased to treat .me, tiirough 
my long illness, neither health nor sickness can, I hope, make me forget; 
and you are not to suppose, after we parted you were no longer in my 
mind. But what can a sick man say, but that he is sick ? His thougfits 
are necessarily concentrated in himself ; he neither receives nor can give 
delidbt; his inquiries are ailer alleviations of pain, and his efforts are to 
catch some momentary comfort. Though I am now in the neighbor- 
hood of the Peak, you must expect no account of its wonders, of its hrlls, 
its waters, lie caverns, or its mines ; but I will tell you, dear sir, what 
I hope you will not hear with less satisfaction, that, for about a week 
past, my astBma has been less afflictive. Yours, &c. 

LETTER 176. 

Dr. Dodd to the King: -toritten.hy Dr, Johnson. 
Bin, - ' 

Mav it not offend your majesty, that the most miserable of men applies 
hfmself to your clemency, as his last hope, and his last refuge; that your 
mercy is most eau'nestly and humbly implored by a clergyman, whom 
your laws and judges have condemned to the horror ^nd ignominy of a 
public execution. 

I confess the crime,, and own die enormity of. its consequences, and 
the. danger of its examaple. Nor have I the confidence to petition for 
impunity ; but humbly hope, that public security may be established, 
without tli6 spectacle of a clergyman dragged through the streets to a 
death of infamy, amidst the derision of the profligate and profane ; and 
that justice may be satisfied with irrevocable e3:ile, perpetual disgrace, 
and hopeless penury. 

My life, sir, has not been useless to mankind ; lliave benefitted many. 
But my offences against God are numberless, and I have but little time 
for repentance. Preserve me, sir, by your prerogative of mercy, from 
the necessity of appearing unprepared- at that tribunal before which 
kings and subjects must stand at last together. Permit me to hide my 
guilt in some obseure corner of a foreign country, \yhere, if I caii ever 
attain confidence to hope that my prayers will he heard, they shall be 
poured with all the fervor of gratitude for the lire and happiness of your 
majesty. * I am, sir, your majesty's &c. 

LETTER 177. 

Dr. Johnson to ike Right Honorable Charles Jenkinson, now Earl 

of 'Liverpool. 

Since the conviction and condemnation of Dr. Dodd, I have had^by 



ON FRIENDSHIP. 119 

the Intervention of a friend, some intercourse with hinr, and I am sure 
I Bhall lose nothing in your opinion by tenderness or coromisseration. 
Whatever be the crime, it is not easy to have any knowledge of the de- 
linquent' without a wish that his life may be spared, at least when no 
life has been taken away by him. I will, therefore taR the liberty of 
suggesting «ome reasons for which I wish this unhappy being to escape 
the utmost rigor of ins sentence. 

He is, so far as I can recollect, the first clei^yman of our church who 
has suffered public execution for immorality ; and I know not whether 
it would not be more for the interest of religion to bury such an offend- 
er in the obscurity of perpetual exile, than to expose him a in cart, and 
on the gallows, to all who, for any reason, are enemies to the clergy. 

The supreme power has, in all ages, paid some attention to the voice 
of the people ; and that voice does not least deserve to be heard when 
it calls out for mercy. There is now a very general desire that Dodd's 
life should be spared. More is not wished; and, perhaps, this is not 
too much to be granted. 

If you, sir, have any opportunity of enforcing these reasons, you may, 
perhaps, think them worthy of consideration ; but, whatever you deter- 
mine, I most respcfctfuily entreat that you will be pleased to pardon this 
intrusion. Sir, your most obedient and most humble servant. 

LETTER 178. 

Dr. JDodd to Dr. Johnson. 

June 25ih, midnight. 

DEAR SIR, 

Accept, thou great and good heart, my earnest and fervent thanks 
and prayers for all thy benevolent and kind efforts in my behalf. O ! 
Dr. Johnson, as I sought your knowledge at an early hour In life, would 
* to hea\<en I had cultivated th^ love and acquaintance of so excellent a 
maoJ I pray God, most sincerely, to blesss you with the highest trans- 
ports, the infclt satisfaction of humane and benevolent exertion ! And 
admitted, as I trust I shall be, to the realms of bliss before you, I shall 
bail your arrival there with transports, and rejoice to acknowledge that 
you were my comforter, my advocate, and my friend! God be with you! 

LETTER 179. 
J9r. Johnson to Dr. Dodd, the evening previous to his Execution. 

DEAR SIR, . ^ 

That which is appointed to all men is now coming upon you. Out- 
ward' circumstances, the eyes and the thoughts of men, are below the 
notice of an immortal being, about to stand the trial for eternity -before 
the Supreme Judge of heaven and earth. Be comforted ; your crime, 
morally or religiously considered, has no very deep dye of turpitude ; it 
corrupted no man's principles ; it attacked no man's life ; it involved 
only a temporary and reparable injury. Of this, and all other sins, you 
are earnestly to repent ; and may God, who knoweth our frailty, and 
desireth not our death, accept your repentance for th^ake of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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la requital of those well intended offices which you are pleased so 
emphatically to acknowledge, let me beg that you will make in your de- 
votiou (Mie petition Ibr jny eternal welfare. 

^ I am^ dear sir, your a6ectionate servant. 

UETTER 180. 

F^om JaiMt Howell to Mr, R. 8. on hu neglecting to answer hU 

letters, . 

I sent you a letter on the 3d current, but it was not answer^ ; I sent 
another of the 13th, like a second arrow, to find out the first, but I know 
not what's become of either. I send this to find the other two, and if 
this fail there shall go no more out of my quiver, if you forget me I 
have cause to comQJain, and more if you remember me ; to foiiget, may 
proceed from tlie frailty of memory y not to answer me, when you mind 
me, is pure neglect, and no less than a piacle. So I rest yours easily to 
be recovered. 

LETTER 181. 

From a Gentleman whd had long neglected the correspondence of 

a Friend 
DEAR SIR, 

When I look back to the date of your two last, and reflect on the 
length of time they have remained unanswered, I feel the most poignant 
sensations of shame and regret. I will not aggravate the impropriety 
of my omission by amusing you with childish excuses of illness and bu-. 
siness, but confess that an unaccountable negligence, and f<>olish habit 
' of procrastination, have made me so inattentive. I throw myself on 
your kindness, to excuse my fault, to renew our interrupted correspon- 
dence, and must intreat you not to consider me as deficient in frieudship 
for you, though appearance goes so far towards my condemnation in that 
particular. 

I beg it with an ill grace, but as my ease of mind depends on it, must 
request yoii to favor me with an answer to this as soon as possible ; let 
me know every thing which may have interested you since you wrote 
last ; I have many things to communicate, bu^ am resolved to devote 
this letter to apology alone, '^nd to the purpose of assuring you how sin- 
cerely I am, dear sir. Yours affectionately. 

LETTER 182. 

From Dr. Johnson to Mr. Boswell, in answer to repeated reqtiests 

that he would write. 

DEAR SIR, 

Why should you importune me so earnestly to write *? Of what im- 
portance can it be to hear of distant friends, to a man who finds hini- 
ilf welcome wherever he goes, and makes new friends faster than he 
caJisWant them 1 If to the delight of such universal kindness of recep- 
lion^^ny^ thing can be added by knowing that you retain my good will, 
you ma^^jodulge yourself in the full enjoyipent of that small addition. 
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' I am glad that you have made the round of Litcli field v. ith so much 
Bucccss; the oftencr you are seen the more you will be liked. It waa 
pleasing to me to read that Mrs. Aston was so well, and tliat Lucy Por- 
ter was BO glad to see you.. 

■ Id the place where you now sure there is much to be observed ; and 
you will easily procure skilful directors. - But what will you do to keep 
away the black dog that worries you at home *? If you would, in com- 
pliance with your father's advice, mquire into the old tenure and old 
charters of Scotland, you would certainly open to yourself man^ striking 
scenes of the manners of the middle iiges. The feudal system m a coun- 
ti7 half barbarous, is naturally productive of great anomalies in civil 
life. The knowledge of past times is naturally growing less in all cases 
not of public record,and the past time of Scotland is so unlike the pres- 
ent that it is always difficalt for a Scotchman to imagine the economy 
of his grandfather. Do not be tardy nor negligent, out gather up ea- 
gerly what can yet be found. 

We have, I tnink, once talked of another prospect, a history of the 
late insurrection in Scotland, with all its incidents. Many falsehoods 
are passing into uncontradicted history. Voltaire, who loved a striking 
story, has told what he could not find to be true. ♦ 

You may make collections for each of these projects, or for both, as 
opportunities occur, and digest them at your leisure. The great direc- 
tion which Burton has left to melancholy men like you, is this — be not 
toUtary ; be not idle ; which I would thus modify ; if you are idle be 
not solitary ; if you are solitarybe not idle. There is a letter for you, 
from Your humble servant 

LETTER 183. 

The Countess of Hertford to Dr, Burnett, occasioned by some med- 
itations which he had sent her on the death of her Son* 

SIR, . . 

I am very sensibl^^obliged by the kind compassion you express for me 
under my heavy affliction.' The meditations you have furnished me with 
afford the strongest motives for consolation that can be offered to a per- 
son under my unhapgy circumstances. The dearly lamented son I have 
lost was the pride and joy of my hearf ; but I hope I may be the more 
easily excused for looking on him in this light, since he was not so from 
the outward advantages he possessed, but from the virtues and rectitude 
of his mind. That which flattered me, in regard to him, was not drawn 
from his distinguished rank, nor the beauty of his person, but frum the ^ 

hopes that his example would have been serviceable to tlie cause of vir- ' 
tue, and would have shown the younger part of the world that it was ' 

possible to be cheerful without being foolish or vicious, and to be relig- » 

lous vvithout severity or melanchol}-. His whole life was one uninter- 
rupted course of duty and affection to bis parents ; and, when he found 
the hand of death upon him, his only Vegret was to think on the agonies j 

which must rend their hearts ; for he was perfectly contented to leave 
the world, as his conscience did not, reproach him with any presumpCo^ *■ 

OQS sins, and he hoped his errors would be forgiven. Thus he resigned 
his innocent soul into the hands of 'a merciful Creator, on the evening of 

11 
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his birth day, which completed his nineteenth year. You will not be 
surprised, sir, that the death of such a son should occasion the deepest 
sorrow ; yet, at thff same time, it leaves us^the most comfortable assur- 
ance, that he is happiier than our fondest wishes and cafe'could have 
made him, which must enable us to support the remainder of the years 
which it shall please God to allot to us here, without murmuring or dis- 
content, and quicken our endeavors to prepare ourselves to follow to that 
happy place,' where our dear, valuable child is gone beforq as. I b^ 
the continuance of your prayers, and am 

^ Your grateful humble servant. 

LETTER 184. 

Mr, Gray {author of the Elegy in a country Churcnyard) to his 

Uncle, on the death of kU Aunt, 

DEAR SIR, 

The unhappy news I have just received from you equally surprises 
and afflicts me. I have lost a person I loved very much, and have beea-* 
used ta from my infancy ; but am much more concerned for your loss, 
the circumstances of which I forbear to d'well upon^ as you must be too 
sensible of them yourself; and will, I fear, more and more need a con- 
solation that no one can give, except He who has preserved her to you 
so many yeai*s, and at last, when it was hi^ pleasure, has -taken her 
from us to himself; and perhaps if we reflect on what she left in this life, 
we may look on this as an instance of his goodness both to her and to 
those who loved her. She might have languished many years before 
your eyes in a continual increase of pain and totally helpless ; she might 
have long wished to end her misery without being able to attain it; or 
perhaps even lost all sense, and yet continued to breathe ; a sad specta- 
cle to such as must have felt more for her than she could have done for 
herself. However you-may deplore your own loss, yet think that she is 
at last easy and happy ; and has now more occasion to pity us than we 
her. T hope, and beg you will support yourself with that resignation 
which we. owe to Him, who, we have reason to believe, gave us our be- 
ing for our good, and who deprives us of it with the. same ihtentiq,n. 
• It will be a source of melancholy but pleasing, consolation to 3'ou to 
reflect on the many virtues which your deceased partner possessed, the 
benevolent actions in which she was engaged, and the many pleasant 
hours which you have passed together. 

I would come to you directly, but you do not say whether you desire I 
should or not ; if you do, I beg I may know it, for there is nothing to 
hinder me, and I am m very good health. Yours sincerely. 



tl233 



PART V. 



MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 



LETTER 185. 

From X /. Rousseaug to a Friend who had asked hia opinion of 

Duelling, , . 

DEAR SIR, 

Do not confound the sacred name of honor with this brutal prejudice, 
which places ail the virtues in the point of the sword, and is proper 
only to make brave villains. 

In what does this prejudice consi^? In the most extravagant and 
barbarous opinion that e.ver entered into the human mind ^ namely, that 
all the duties of society are supplied by bravery ; that a man is no longer 
a knave, a villain, or a slanderer ; is humane, polite, atid has every 
good quality, .when he will fight ; tliat a lie becomes truth, robbery be- 
comes lawful, perfidy becomes honesty, and infidelity laudable, when 
supported sword in hand ; that an affront is always repaired by a lunge, 
and that a man is never injured provided he is killed. There is, I ac- 
knowledge, another kind, in which, gentility is mixed with cruelty, and 
where persons are killed by chance only, I mean fighting till blood is 
daawn only. Till blood is drawn ! Good God ! and what wouldst thou 
do with this blood 1 Cruel brute ! wouldst thou drink it 1 

The most valiant heroes of antiquity never dreamed of revenging their . 
personal injuries by single combat : did Cesar ever send a challenge to 
Cato, or Pompey to Cesar, for so many reciprocal affronts 1 or was the 
greatest caj^tain of Greece dishonored by suffering himself to be threat- 
ened with a canel Different times, difierent customs : I know it ; but 
are there now -none but good ones; and may we not inquire, whether 
these customs arjp such as real honor requires 1 No ; honor is invaria- 
ble; it does not depend on prejudices, it can neither decay nor be re- 
vived; it has an eternal source in the heart of the just man, and in the 
unalterable rule of his duties. If the most enlightened, bravest, and 
fhost virtuous people in tlie world, had no knowledge -of it, I insist it is 
not an institution of honor ; but a detestable, barbarous fashion, worthy 
of its savage origined. It remains to inquire, whether, when his own or 
^another's life is at stake, an honest man follows the fashion ; -and 
whether there is not more true courage in braving, than in complying 
with it. What would a man do, who is willing to comply with it, in 
places where a, contrary custom prevails 1 At Messina or Naples, he 
would wait for a man at the corner of the street, and stab him behind ; * 
in these countries this is called bravery, and honour does not consist ia 
being killed yourself by your enemy, but in killing him. 
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The just maQ whose life is spotless, and who jvill never show tlie least 
iiiark of cowardice, will refuse to soil his hands with mansliiughter, and 
Y(i\\ on that account be the more honored ; ever ready to serve his coun- 
try, protect the helpless, fulfil the most dangerous duties, and defend, on 
every just and honorable occasion, what is dear to him at the expense 
of his life ; all his actions are accompanied with that unshaken firmness, 
which true courage alone possesses. Through the assurance of a good 
conscience, he walks bare faced and neitlier avoids nor seeks his enemy; 
fae^ fears dying less than he fears doing a bad action ; he dreads the 
crime and not tlie danger ; if vile prejudices arise one moment "against 
him, every day of his honorable life is a fresh witness which contradicts 
them ; and in so consistent a conduct, we judge of one action by all the 
others. 

Men- who are easily affronted, and so ready to offend others, are for 
the most part, very dishonest people ; who, for fear the world should 
show them openly the contempt, in which they are held, attempt to hide 
the infamy of their whole lives, by some' affairs of honor. 
^ Such a one makes an effort, and presents himself once, to obtain a 
right to hide himself the rest of his life ; true courage has more constan- 
cy and less eagerness ; is always what it ought to be, and want^ neither 
to be excited nor restrained. The good man possesses jt every where ; 
in battle against the enemy ; in company, in favor of the absent and 
truth ; in his bed against the attacks of pain and death. The force of 
soul which inspires him, is of use at all times; It.places virtue constant- 
ly above events, and does not consist in fighting, but in fearing nothing. 

LETTER 186. 
To a young Gentleman on hU Marriage, By Mrs. Piozzi. 

Ml DEAR SIR, 

I received the news of your marriage with infinite delight, and hope 
that the sincerity with which I wish yon happiness, may excuse the lib- 
erty I take in giving you a few rules, whereby more certainly to obtain 
it. I see you smile at my wrong-headed kindness, and refiecting oft the 
charms of your bride, cry out in a rapture, that you are happy enopgh 
without my rules. I know you are ; but after one of the forty years 
which I hope you will pass pleasantly together, are'over, this letter may 
come in turn, and rules for' felicity may not be found unnecessary, how- 
ever some of them may -appear impracticable. 

Could that kind of love be kept alive through a married state, which 
makes the charm of a single one, the sovereign good would no longei' be 
sought for ; in the union of two faithful lovers it would be found. But 
reason shows us that this is in^ossible, and experieuce informs us that 
it never was so ; we must preserve it as long, and support it as happily 
as we can. 

When your present violence of passion subsides, however, and a more 
cool and tranquil affection takes its place, be not hasty to censure your- . 
self as indifferent, or to lament yourself as unhappy; you have lost t\ja.t 
only which it is impossible to retain, and it were graC/cless amid tue 
pteasures of a prosperous summer to regret the blossoms of a transient 
spring. Neither unwarily condemn your bride's insipidity, till you have 
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recollected that no object however sublime, no sounds however charming, 
can continue to transport us with delight, when they no longer strike us 
with novelty. The skill to renovate the powers of pleasing are said in- 
deed to be possessed by some women in an eminent degree, but the arti- 
fidls of maturity are seldom seen to adorn the innocence of youth ; you 
have made your choice, and ou^ht to approve it. 

Satiety follows quick upon die heels of possession ; and to be happy, 
we roust always have something in view. The person of your lady is 
already all your own, and will not grow more pleasing in your eyes, I 
doubt, though the rest of your sex will think her handsomer for these 
d^zen years. Turn therefore all your attention to her mind, which dai- 
ly grows brighter by polishing. Study some easy science together, and 
acquire a similarity of taste while you enjoy a community of pleasures. 
You will, by Uiis means, have many images in common, and be freed 
from the necessity of separating to find amusement. Nothing is so dan- 
gerous to wedded love, as the possibility of either being happy out of the 
company of the other : endeavor, therefore, to cement the present inti- 
macy on every side. Let your wife never be kept ignorant of your in- 
come, your expenses, your friendships or aversions; let her know your 
■very faults', but make them amiable by your virtues ; consider all con- 
cealment as a breach of fidelity ; let her never have any thing to find 
<mf in your character, and remember, that from the moment one of the 
partners turns spy upon the other, they have commenced a state of hos- 
tility. ' 

Seek not for happiness in singularity ; and dread a refinement of wis- 
dom as a deviation into folly. Lrsten not to those sages who advise you 
always to scorn the counsel of a woman, and if you comply witli her re- 
quests pronounce yon wife-ridden. Think not any privation, except of 
positive evil, and excellence ; and do not congratulate yourself that your 
wife is not a learned lady, or is wholly ignorant how to make a pudding. 
Cookery, and learning, are both good in their places, and may both be 
used with advantage. 

With regard to expense I can only observe, that the money laid oat in 
the purchijse of distinction is seldom or never profitably employed. We 
live in an age when splendid equipage and glittering furniture are grown 
too common to catch the notice of the meanest spectator; and for the 
greater ones, tliey only regard our wasteful, folly with silent contempt, 
or open indignation. This may, perhaps, be a displeasing reflection, 
but the following consideration ought to make amends. The age we live 
in, pays, I think, peculiar attention to the higher distinctions of wit, 
knowledge and virtue, to which we may more safely, more cheaply, and 
more honorably aspire. The giddy flirt of quality frets at the respect 
she sees paid to Lady Edgecumbe, and the gay dunce sits pining for a 
partner, while Jones, tlie orientalist, leads up the ball. 

I said that the person of your lady would not grow more pleasing to 
you, but pray let her never suspect that it grows so ; that a woman will 
pardon an affront to her understanding much sooner than one to herper- 
■on, is well known ; nor will any of us contradict the assertion. All 
our attainments, all our arts, are employed to gain and keep the heart, 
of man ; and wh^t mortifi^tion can exceed the disappointment, if the 
end be not obtained 1 There is no reproof however pointed, no pirn- 

11* 
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ishment however severe, that a woman of spirit will not prefer to neg- 
lect ; and if she can endure it without complaint, it only proves that she 
means to make herself amends by the attention of others for the slights 
of her husband. For this and for every reason, it behoves a married 
man not to let his politeness fail, though his ardor may abate ; but to re- 
tain, at least, that general civility towards his own lady which he is so 
willing to pay to every other, and not show a wife of eighteen or twenty 
years old, that every man in company can- treat her with more complai- 
cence than he who so often vowed to her eternal fondness. 

It is not ray opinion that a young woman should be indulged in every 
wild wish of her gay heart or giddy head, but contradiction may be soft- 
ened by domestic kindness, and quiet pleasures substituted in the place of 
noisy ones. Public amusements are not indeed so expensive as is some- 
times imagined, but they tend to alienate the minds of married people 
from each other. A well chosen society of friends and acquaintance, 
more eminent for virtue and good sense than for gaiety and splendor, 
where the conversation of the day may afford comment for the evening, 
seems the most rational pleasure this great town can afford. 

That your own superiority should be always seen, but never felt,'feeems 
an excellent general rule. A wife should out-shine her husband in noth- 
ing, not even in her dress. If she happens to have a taste for the tri- 
fling distinction that finery can confer, suffer her not a moment to fancy, 
when she appears in public, that Sir Edward or the Colonel are finer 
gentlemen than her husband. The bane of married happiness among 
the city men in general has been, that finding themselves unfit for polite 
life, they transferred their vanity to their ladies, dressed them up gaily, 
and sent them out a gallanting, while the good man was to regale him- 
self with port wine or rum punch, periiaps among mean companions, af- 
ter the counting-house was shut ; this practice produced the ridicule 
thrown on them in all our comedies and novels sijice comiwerce began to 
prosper. But now that I am so near the 'subject, a word or two on jeal- 
oijsy may not be amiss, for though not a fiiiling of the present age*s 
growth, yet the seeds of it are but too certainly sown in every warm 
bosom for us to neglect it as a fault of no consequence. If you are ever 
tempted to be jealous, watch your wife narrowly, but never tease her : , 
tell her your jealousy, but conceal ^our suspicion : Let her, in short, be 
satisfied that it is only your odd temper, and even troublesome attach- 
ment, tliat makes you follow her ; but let her not dream that you ever 
doubted seriously of her virtue, even for a moment. If she is disposed 
towards jealousy of you, let me beseech you to be always explicit with 
her, and never mysterious ; be above delighting in her pain, nor do your 
business, nor pay your visits, with an air of concealment, when all yoii 
do might as well be proclaimed perhaps in the parish vestiy. But I will 
ho|)e better than this of your tenderness and of your virtue, and will re- 
lease you from a lecture yoahave so very little need of, unless your ex- 
treme youth and my .uncommon regard, will excuse it. And now fare- 
well : make mj^ kindest compliments to your wife, and be happy in pro-. 
portion as happiness is wished you by. Dear sir, &c, 
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LETTER 187. 
From Vr, Franklin, to John Alleyne, Esq, on early Marriage. 

DEAR JACK, 

You desire, you say, my impartial thoughts on the subject of an early 
marriage, by way of answer to the numberless objections that have been 
made by the too many numerous persons to your own. You may re- 
member when you consulted me on the occasion, that I thought youth on 
both sides to be no objection. Indeod, from the marriages that have 
&llen under mv observation, I am rather inclined to think, that early 
ones stand the best chance of happiness. The temper and habits of tiie 
young have not yet become sa stiff and uncomplying, as when more ad- 
vanced in life; Uiey form more easily to each other, and hence many oc- 
casions of disgust are removed. And if youth has less of that prudence 
which is necessanr to manage a family, yet the parents and elder friends 
of ^oung married persons are generally at hand to offer their advice, 
which amply supplies that defect; and by early marriage, youth is soon- 
er formed to regular life ; and possibly some of those accidents or con- 
nections, that might have injured the constitution, or reputation, or both, 
are thereby happily prevented. Particular circumstances of particular 
persons, may possibly sometimes make it prudent to delay entering into 
that state ; but in general, when nature has rendered our bodies fit for 
it, the presumption is in nature's favor, that she has not judged amiss in 
making us desire it. Late marriages, are often attended, too, with this 
fui;ther inconvenience, that thej^e is not the chance that the. parents shall 
live to see their offspring educated. " Late children," says the Spanish 
proverb, " are early orphans." A melancholy reflection to those whose 
case it may l)e! With us in America, marriages are generally in the 
morning of life ; our children are therefore educated and settled in Xha 
world by noon ; and thus, our budness being done, we have an afternoon 
and evening of cheerful leisure to ourselves, and just su(^ as our friend 
at present enjoys. By these* early marriages we are blest with more 
children ; and from the mode among us founded by nature, of every 
mother suckling and nursing her own child, more of them are raised. 
Hence the swift progress of population among us, unparalleled in Eu- 
: rope. In fine, I am glad you are married, and congratulate you most 
cordially, on it. You are now in the . way of becoming a most useful 
[ citizen, and you have escaped the unnatural state of celibacy for life ; 
tlie fate of many here, who never intended it, but who having too long 
; postponed the change of their condition, find, at length, that it is too late 
'\ to think of it, and so live all their lives in a situation that greatly lessens 
i a mah's value. An odd volume to a set of books bears not the value of 
>its proportion to the set : What think you of the odd half of a pair of 
'scissors 1 It can't well cut any thing ; it may possibly serve to scrape a 
'trencher. 

Pray make my compliments and best wishes acceptable to your bride. 
^ I am old and heavy, or I should ere this have j>resented them in person. 
( I shall make but small use of the old man's privilege, that of giving ad^. 
; vice to younger friends. Treat your wife always with respect ; it will 
j procure respect to you, not only from her, but from all that observe it. 
/ Never use a slighting expreision to her, even in jest ; 'for slights in ject 
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after repeated bandyingi are apt to end in anger earnest. Be studious 
in your profession, and you will be learned. Be industrions and fhigal, 
and yon will be rich. Be sober and temperate, and you will be healthy. 
Bo in general virtuous, and you will be happy.. At least, you will by 
Bucb conduct, stand the best chance for such consequences. I pray God 
to bless yoa both ! being ever yoiir afTectionate friend. 



LETTER 188. 

On Marriage, AaciHbed to the Rev. John fVitherspoon, late PreS' 

ident of Princeton College, 

DEAR SIR, 

I offer with some hesitation, a few reflections upon the married state. 
I express myself thus, because the subject has been so often and so fully 
treated, and by writers of the first class, it may be thought nothing now 
remains to be said that can merit attention. My only apology is, that 
,what I offer is the fruit of real observation and personal reflection. It 
is not a copy of any man's writings, but of my own tlioughts ; a«d there- 
fore if the sentiments should not be inthemselves wholly new, they may 
possibly appear in a light not altogether common. I sliall give you them 
in the way of aphorisms or observations; and subjoin to each a few 
thoughts by way of proof or illustration. 

1. Nothing can be more contrary to reason or public utility, than tlie 
conversation and writings of those who turn matrimony into ridicule ; 
yet it is in many cases as weakly defended, as it is unjustly attacked- 

Those who treat marriage with ridicule, act in direct and deliberate 
opposition to the order of providence, and to tlie constitution of the so- 
ciety of which they are members. The true reason whjr they are borne 
with so patiently, IS, that the Author of our nature has implanted in iis 
instinctive propensities, which are by much too strong for their feeble 
attacks. But if we are to estimate the malignity of a man's conduct or 
sentiments, not from their effect, but from their natural tendency, and his 
inward disposition, it is not easy to imagine any tiling more criminal, 
than an attempt to bring marriage into disesteem. It is plainly an ef- 
fo»t, not only to destroy the happiness, but to prevent the existen.ce of 
human nature. A man who continues through life in a single state, 
ought, in justice, to endeavor to satisfy the public that his case is singu- 
lar, and that he has some insuperable obstacle to plead in excuse. If, 
instead of this, he reasons in defence of his own conduct, and takes up- 
on him to condemn that of others, it is at once incredible and absurd 
that is to say, he can scarcely be believed to be sincere. And whether 
lu,.l)e sincere or not, he deserves (o be detested. 

\n support of the last part of my remark, let it be observed, that those |'!S1 
who write in defence of marriage usually give such sublime and exalted ' 
descriptions, as are not realized in one case of a'thousand ; and there- 
fore cannot be a just motive to a considerate man. Instead of insistin^^ 
on th« absolute necessity of marriage for the service of the siate, and the^ 
solid advantages that arise from it, in ordinary cases, they give us a cer- 1 
tain refined idea of felicity, which hardly exists any whefe but in the * 



solid advantages that arise from it, in ordinary cases, they give us a cer 
tain refined idea of felicity, which hardly exists any whefe but in th« 
writer's imagination. Even the Spectator, than whom there is hardly k 
iii our language a morQ just and rational writer, after saying many ex- \ 
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cellent things in defence of marriage, scarcely ever fails io draw the 
character of a lady in such terms, that I may safely say not above one ' 
tiiat answers the description is to be found in a parish, or perhaps a 
county. Now, is it not much better to leave the matter to die force of 
nature, than to urge it by such arguments as these 1 Is the manner of 
thinking induced by such. writings, likely to hasten, or postpone a man's 
entering into the marriage state 1 ' . 

There is also a fault I think to be found in almost every writer who 
speaks in favor of the female sex, that they over-rate the charms of the 
outward form. This is the case in all romances ; a class of writings to 
which the world is very little indebted. The same thing may be said of 
plays, where the heroine for certain, and often all the ladies that are in- 
ti:%>auced, are represented as inimitably beautiful. Even Mr. Addison 
himself in his admirable description of Marcia, which hopputa in the ' 
mouth of Juba, though it begins with, 

'Tis not a set of features or complexion, 4*c. 

yet could not help inserting 

True she is fair; Gh, how divinely fair ! 

Now I apprehend tHis is directly contrary to what shodld be the design 
of every moral writer. Men are natui^Ily too apt to be carried away 
with the admiration of a beautiful face. Must it not therefore, confirm , 
them in this eri^r, when l^auty is made an essential part of every amia- 
ble character The preference such writers pretend to give to the men- 
tal qualities, goes but a litde way to remedy the evil: If they are ne.ver 
separated in the description, wherever men find the one, they will pre- 
gume upon the other. But is this according to truth, or agreeable to 
experience 1 What vast numbers of the most valuable women are to be 
found, who are by no means " divinely fair 1" Are these all to be neg- 
lected then 1 Or is it not certain, from experience, that there is not a 
single quality, on which matrimonial happiness depends so little, as out- 
ward form *? Every other quality that is good, will go a certain length to 
atone for what is bad; as, for example, if a woman is active and indus- 
trious'in her family, it will make a husband bear with more patience a 
little anxiety of countenance, or fretfulness of temper, ffaough in them- 
selves disagreeable. But (always supposing the honeymoon to be over) 
I do not think that beaut}' atones in the least degree for any bad quality 
whatsoever; it is, on the contrary, an aggravation of them, being con- 
sidered a breach of faith, or deception, by holding out a false signal. 
2. In the married state in general, there is not so much happiness as 

Jroungfovers dream of; nor is 'there by far so much unhappiness, as 
oose authors universally suppose. 
The first part of this aphorism will probably be easily admitted. Be 
.fore mentioning, however, the little I have to say upon it, I beg leave to 
obierve, that it would be quite wrong to blame the tenderness And fer 
vency of affection by which the sexes appear to be drawn to each other 
and that generous devotedness of*hearts which is oflen to be seen oivone 
and sometimes on both sides. This is nature itself; and when under 
the restraint of reason, and government of prudence,,niay be greatly sub- 
servient to the future happiness of life. But there is certainly an extrav- 
agance of sentimant and language on this subject that is at once ridicu- 
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lous in itself, and the proper cause, in due time, of wretchedness and 
disappointment. 

Let any man who has outlived these sensations himself, and has leis- 
ure to be amused, dip a little into the love songs that have been compos- 
ed and published, from Anacreon to tlie present day, and what a fund of 
entertainment he will find provided for him ! The heathen gods and 
gckldesses are the standing and lawful means of celebrating the praises 
of a mistress ; before whom, no doubt, Venus for beauty, and Minerva 
for wisdom, must go for nothing. Every image^in nature has been called 
up to heighten our idea of female cliarm's — the paleness of the lily, the 
freshness of the rose, the blush of the violet, and the vermillion of the 
peach. This is even still nothing One of the most approved topics of 
a lovesick writer is, that all nature fades and mourns at the absence of 
his fair, and puts on a new bloom at her approach. All this, we know 
well, has place only in his imagination ; for nature proceeds quietly in 
her course, without minding him and his charmer in the least. But we 
are not yet done. The glory of the heavenly orbs, the lustre of the sun 
himself, and even the joys of heaven, are frequently and familiarly in- 
troduced, to exprees a lover's happiness or hopes. Flames, darts, 
arrows, and lightning from a female eye, have been expressions as old . 
at least as the art of writing, and are still in full vogue. Some of these 
we can find no other fault with than that th^y are a little outre, as the 
French express it ; but I -confess I liave sometimes been surprised at the 
choice of lightning, because it is capable of a double application, and 
may put us in mind that some wives have lightning in their eyes suf^ 
ficient to terrify the husband^ as well as the maids have to consume the' 
lover. 

Does not all this plainly show that yonn^ persons are apt to indulge 
themselves in romantic expectations of a delight both extatic and perma- 
nent, such as never did and never can exist 1 And does it not at the 
same time expose matrimony to the scofis of libertines, who, knowing 
that these raptures must have an end, think it sufficient to disparage the 
9tate itself, that some inconsiderate i)ersons have not met with in it what ■ 
it was never intended to bestow *! 

I proceed, therefore, to observe that there is not by far so much un- 
happiness in the married state in general, as loose authors universally 
suppose. I choose to state tlie. argument in this manner, because it is 
much more satisfactory than drawing pictures of the extremes on either 
hand. It signifies very litde, on tlie one hand, to describe the state of a 
few persons distinguished for understanding, successful in life, respected 
Dy the public, and. dear to one another; or on the other, those hateful 
brawls which by and by produce an advertisement in the newspapers, 
" Whereas my wife, Sarah, 4*0." If we would treat of this matter with 
m'opriety, we must consider bow it stands among the bulk of mankind.. 
The proposition, then, I mean to establish, is, that there is much less 
unhappiness in the matrimonial state than is often apprehended and in- 
deed as much real comfort as there is any ground to expect. 
^ To support thi#truth,,I observe, that taking mankind ihronwhout, we 
Iind much ioaore satisfaction and cheerfulness in the married than in tlie 
single. In proportion to their numbers, I think of those grown "p to 
maturer years, or past tlio meridian of life, there is a nuich greater de* 
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ffree of peevishness and discontent, whimsicalness and peculiarity, in the 
last than in tiie first. The prospect of continuing single til^the end of 
life, narrows tlie mind, and closes the heart. I knew an instance of a 
gentleman of good estate, who lived single till he was past forty, and he 
vras esteemed by all his neighbors not only frugal, but mean in some parts 
of his conduct. This same person afterwards marrying and having chiN 
dren, every body observed that he became liberal and open-hearted on 
the change, when 6ne would have tlionght h^ had a stronger motive than 
before to hoard up. On tliis a neighbor of his made a remark, as a phi- 
losopher, that every ultimate passion is stronger than an intermediate 
one ; that a single person loves wealth immediately on its own aac^ont ; 
whereas a parent can scarcely help preferring his chihlren before it, and 
valuing it only for their sakes. 

This leads me to observe, that marriage must be the source of happi- 
ness, as being the immediate cause of many otlicr relations, the most in- 
teresting and delightful. I cannot easily ^ure to myself any man who 
does not look upon it as the first of earthly blessings, to have' children, to 
be the objects of attachment and care when they are young and to in- 
herit his name and fortune, when he himself must,in tlie course of nature^ 
go off the stage. Does not this very circumstance give unspeakable dig- 
nity to each parent in th% other's eye,, and serve to increase and confirm 
that union, which youthful passion, and less durable motives, first occa- 
sioned to take place 1 I rather choose to mention this argument^ be- 
cause neither exalted understandings, nor elegance of manners, are 
necessiiry to give it force. It is felt by the peasant as well as by the 
prince; and, if we believe some observers on human life, its influence' is 
not less, but greater in the lower than in the higher ranks. 

Before J proceed to any further remarks, I must say a few words, to 
prevent or remove a deception, which vei7 probably leads many into er- 
ror on this subject. It is no other than a man's supposing what wonid 
not give him happiness, cannot give it to another. Because, perhaps, 
there are few married women, whose persons, conversation, and man- 
ners, are altogether to his taste, he takes upon him to conclude, that the 
husbands, in diese numerous instances, must lead a miserable life. Ts it 
needful to say any. thing to show the fallacy of tliis 1 The tastes and 
dispositions of men are as various as their faces ; and therefore what is 
displeasing to one, may be, not barely tolerable, but agreeable to anotli- 
er. I ha^ known a husband delighted witli his wife's fluency and 
poignancy of speech in scolding her servants, and anotlier who was not 
able to hear the l^ast noise of the kind with patience. 

Having obviated this mistake, it will be proper to observe, that through 
all the lower and middle ranks of life, there is generally a good measure 
of matrimonial or domestic comfort, when their circumstances are easy, 
or their estate growing. ~ This is easily accounted for, not only from 
their being free from one of the most nsual causes of peevishness and dis- 
content, but because the affairs of a family are very seldom in a thriving 
state, unless both contribute their share of diligence ; so that they have 
not only s common happiness to share, but a joint merit in procuring it. 
Men may talk in raptures of youtli and' beautV) wit and sprightliness, 
and a hundred other shining qualities ; but aner seven years cohabita- 
tion, not one of them is to l^ compared to good family management* 
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which is seen' at every meal, and felt every hoar in the husband's purie. 
To this, however, I must apply the caution given above. Such 9, wife 
may not appear quite killing tQ a stranger on a visit. There are a few 
distuiguifihed examples of women of first rate understandings, who have 
all tlie elegance of court breeding hi the parlor, and all tlie frugality and 
activity of a fajFiuer's wife in the kitchen ; but I have not found this to 
be tlie case in general. I learned from a certain author many yeara 
a^o, that " a great care of household affairs generally spoils the easy 
inanner of a fine lady ^* and I have .seen no reason to disbelieve it 
since. . 

Once more : so far as I am able to form a judgment, wherever there 
is% great and confessed superiority of understanding on one side, with 
some good nature on the other, there is domestic peace. - 'It is of litde 
consequence whether the superiority be on the side of the man or the wo- 
man, provi(!ed the ground of it be manifest. The contentions that are fierc-. 
est.are generally where tlie just title to cftmmand is not quite clear. I am 
sensible I may bring ridicule upon myself here. ' It will be alleged that 
I have clearly established the right of the female over that species of hus- 
bands, known by the name of henpecked. But I beg that the hature of 
my position may be carefully considered. I have said, " Wherever 
there is a great and confessed' superiority of understanding." Should 
not a man comply witl\. reason, when offered by his wife, as well as any 
body else? Or ought he to be against reason, because his wife is for itl 
I, therefore, take the liberty of rescuing from the number of the henpeck- 
ed, those who ask the advice, and follow the direction of their wives in 
most cases, because it is really better than any they could give tliem- 
selves ; reserving those only under the old denomination, who, tlffougfa 
fear are subject, not to reason, but to passion and ill humor. I shall 
conclude this observation with saying, for the honor of the female eex, 
that I have known a greater numbec of instances of just and amiable 
conduct, in case of a great inequality of judgment, when the advantage 
was on the side of tlie woman, than when it wa? on the side of the man. 
I have known many women of judgment and prAdence, who carried it 
with the highest respect and decency to weak and capricious husbands; 
—but not many men of distinguished abilities who did not betray, if not. 
contempt, at least great indifference towards weak or trifling wives. 

Some other observations I had intended to make upon this subject, but 
as the letter has been drawn out to a greater length than I es^j^ted, and 
they will come in with at least equal propriety under other maxims, 1 
conclude at present. I am, Sir, &e. 

LETTER 189. 
An ironical letter to a Slanderer, 

SIR, 

The particular assiduity you have displayed in def^ding my character, 
when a middle aged, squint-eyed, short, impertinent fellow was practis- 
ing every unjust means, and exerting all his feeble endeavors to sully it, 
deserves my thanks. I own myself your debtor so much that I am ap 
prehensive that it will never be in my power to repay you ; I wish everjr 
person would follow your example ; how noble, how illustrious the pat 
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tern ; you scorn to wound the reputation of your neighlxjr ; yon despise 
the poor, nie^,praeUce of calumny, which hurts, perhaps ruins, the name 
and charapt^ of a man, which it should be always his^greatest care to 
preserve l^oe from the least bledaish. * 

' You will be so kind, I hope, as to receive this poor acknowledgemeat 
of your great goodness, as a small token of njy gratitude ; and whenever 
I experience the.same civility and benevolent mterposition again, pardon 
me if I should be tempted to make my .private thanks public 

I am, sii'j your much otdiged servant. 

LETTER 190. 
A humorous letter from a friend to another on Wishea, 
SIR, . , 

^ I must agree with friend Horace, that, nottvithstanding allourposses- 
fiions, we fain would be having ; if a man had the whole world, I dare 
say he would wish for the other, and if he had that, j^rhaps, like Alex- 
ander, jie would cry for more." In short, we are never content ; though 
our right hand be full, w(? would hold oijt the left ; and should Provi- 
dence overload both, we should doubtless put the gifts in our pockets, 
and empty our hands for future favors. However, I presume that I am, 
an exception to this rule ; Heaven has given roe a wife ; I never desire 
to have two ! I have three children, and never wish to have more ! My 
friends, too, are so numejrous that with gratitude I confess that I have 
enough. In short, I expect that I am abont afi contented aa we poor 
moitals ar^ allowed to be.* I am, dear ^ir, Yours, &c. 

LETTER 191. 
A Challenge, 

The epithets which yon were pleased to bestow upon my late conduct, 

being, in my opinion, illiberal "^nd impertinent, I demand that satisfac- 

^tion which is due to injured -honor ; and therefore, insist upon your 

meeting me. tomorrow morning, with whatever friend yon may think 

? roper, in order to settle this business according to the Taws of honor, 
'he gentleman who hands you diis is authorized to make tbenecessary 
ajhrangem^nts. I. am, sir, your humble servant. 

LETTER 192. 

The Answer, 

SIR, . 

You are a young man without a family 5 l^have a wife and three chil- 
dren ; my life being dear to them is consequently dear to me ; nor do I 
think I could meet my audit v/ith Christian fortitude, did I wilfully enter 
(he road of deatli, and leave a widow aJid fatlierless children to bewail 
my loss ! And for what ? Because a mere .empty butterfly, as I must 
call you, thinks proper to fire a pistol or two ; if you wish me [to meet 
you, please to provide for my wife and ehildren, in case of danger, and_ 
I will then prove my valor and courage. As your fortune enables you to 
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I 

perform this, if you refuse, the cowardice is upon your side ; and you 
must accordingly expect to be publicly reproached, and forever despised 
by all boDorable men, and particularly by Your humble servaiit. 
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RECEIPTS. 

A General Receipt. 

Boston, April 13, 1823. Received from Thomas Joy one hundred 
dollars, in fuK of all demands. SAMUEL BELL. 



N. B. ^ general receipt will not dischai^e debts due on bonds, bills, 
and other instruments executed by sealing and delivering ; nor wiU it 
discbaiige negotiable notes, or inlajad bills. 

Receipt Jbr tnoney received on Notes. 

Boston, June 6, 1822. Received from James Blair, by William 
Grossman, four hundred and ninety-five dollars, v/hich is endorsed on 
his note dated May 4, 1821. ^ LEMUEL' VOSE. 

$495 



Receipt for tnoney received on account. 

Boston, December 2, 1826. Received from Andrew Fairservioe, fifty 
dollars, on account. RICHARD WHITE. 

^50 ^ * 
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Receipt for money received for another, 

Boston, May 2, 1327. Received from Thpmas Watts, one hundrea 
and fifty dollars, for account of James Ray. For James Ray, 
JOHN SAVAGE. 

^150 . . ; 



PROMISSORY NOTES 

A Note on demand* 

Boston, May 4, 1827. For value received, I promise to pay Mr. 
Jonah Barringtoh, or order, gne thousand dollars, with interest, on de- 
mand* • RUFUS PERKINS. 



f 1000 

■ Attest, Stephen Hope. 

N. B. A promissory note draws interest from the date to the pay- 
ment, unless o^erwise expressed in the note. 

A note or bill is notendpreable, and consequently not negotiable, unless 
it is payable " to order" nor is it valid, unless it expr^ises yfor valxie 
received" 

A Note by two pertons, 

Boston, Sept. 8, 1827. For value received, we jointly aiW severally 
promise Mr. Aaron foster, to pay him, or order, one hundrefl dollars,' 
m three months, with interest. THOMAS SHEIL. 

HENRY MAY. 

flOO 

— . Attest, John Bates. 

A Note for borrowed money, * 

Boston, June 6, 1827. Borro\fed and received of Lot Poor, fifty dol- 
lars, whi«li I promise to pay on dpmand.* ' JOHN SAMSON. 

Foreign Bill of Exchange, 
Ciilders Stivers * 

1855 13 a 40 c. Amsterdam, Nov. 1, 1817. 

Thirty days after sight, pay this my first bill of exchange, (ray second 
and third of the same tenor and date not paid) to Thomas Russel, or or- 
der^ one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five gilders thirteen stivers, ex- 
change 40 c. per gilder, for value received, and place the same to n^ 
count,, per advice from WILLIAM VORST. " 

To Kufus Perkins, Boston. 

r Accepted, December 6,\1817. RUFUS PERKINS. ' 
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biland BUVof Exchangee. 

Norfolk, (Virginia,) July 28, 1817. 
TeB days after sight, pay to Mr. Cliarles Lee, or order, one hundred 
and twenty dollars, for value received, and place it, vf^itbout further ad- 
vice, to the account of your bumble servant, HENRY LEG. 
To Thomas Russell, Boston. 

Accepted, August 15, 1817, . THOMAS RUSSELL. 

N . B. A bill of exchange is a written order for money, to be receiv- 
ed in one place or country, for value paid in another. Tbeir s^le varies 
according as one or more bills are drawn for the same sum ; or accord- 
ing to the time of payment, as, at sight, so long after sight, at usance, or 
double usance, &c. 



A Common Indenture to bind an Apprentice. 

This indenture witnesseth, thatA. B. of &c. hath put and ))laced,and 
by thesfe presents doth put and bind out his son C. D. and the said C. D. 
doth hereby put, place and bind out himself, as an apprentice to R. P* 
to learn the art, trade or mystery of The said C. D. after the 

manner of an -apprentice to dwell with and serve the said R. P. 
from the day of the date hereof, until the day of which will 

'be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and at 

which time the said apprentice, if ^e should be living, will be twenty 
one years of age. During all which time or term, the said apprentice his 
said masTer well and faithfully shall serve; his secrets keep, and his law- 
ful commands every where at all times readily obey; he shall do no 
damage to bis said master, nor wilfully suffer any to be done by others ; 
and if any to his knowledge be intended, he shall give hjs master sea- 
sonable notice thereof. He shall not waste the goodsiof his said master, 
nor lend them unlawfully to any ; at cards, dice, or any other unlawful 
game he shall not play ; fornication he shall not commit, nor matrimony 
' •contract) during the said term ; taverns, ale-houses, or places of gaming, 
iie shall not haunt or frequent : From tlie service of his said master he 
shall not absent himself; but in all things and at all times, he shall carry 
and behave himself as a good and faithful apprentice ought, during tlie 
whole .time or term aforesaid. 

And the Said R. P. on his part, doth hereby ' promise, covenant and 
agree to teach and instruct the said apprentice, or cause him to be 
taught and instructed, in tHe art, trade or calling of a bv the 

best way or means be can, and also to teach and instruct the 'said ap- 
prentice, or cause him to be taught and instructed to read, write, and 
cypher as /ar as the rule of three, if'the said apprentice be capable to 
learn ; and shall well and faithfully find and provide for the said appren- 
dce good and sufHcient meat, drink, clothing, lodging, and other neces- 
Imries fit and convenient for such an apprentice during the term_ aforesaid, 
and at the expiration thereof shall give unto the said apprentice two suits 
of wearing apparel, one suitable for the Lord's day, and the otber for 
working days. 
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In testimony whereof, the said parties have hereunto interchangeably 
set their hands and seals, the day of in the year of our 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and (Seal) 

Signed, sealed and delivered ) (Seal) 

in presence of us ^ (Seal) 

Warrantee Deed. 

Know all men by these presents, That I, P. C. of. Leom- 
inster, in the county of Worcester, and common wealth of Massachusetts, 
gentleman, for and in consi(J«ration of one hundred and Afty dollar's, and 
loriQr-five cents paid to me by S. P. of Ashby, inthe county of Middlesex, 
and commonwealth of Massachusetts,' yeoman, tlie receipt whreof I do 
hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell and convey to the said 
S. P. his heirs, and assigns, a certain tract and parcel of land, bounded 
as follows, viz. 

[Here insert the bounds, together with all the privileges and 
appurtenances thereunto belonging.^ 

To have and to hold the same unto the said S. P. his heirs and as- 
signs, to his and their use and behoof for ever. And I do covenant with 
the said S. P. his heirs and assigns, that I am lawfully seized in f^ of 
the premises, that they are free of all incumbrances, and that I will 
warrant and defend the same to the said S. P. his heirs and assigns for 
ever, against the lawful claims and demands of all persons. 

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and seal, this 
day of in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 

and * ■ 

Signed, sealed and delivered ) P r rs M 

in presence of y • • v v 

Quitclaim Deed. 

^ Know all men by these presents, that I, A. B. of &c. in considera- 
tion of the sum of to me paid by f'. ©. o(-8lc. the receipt whereof 
I do hereby acknowledge, have renrissed, released and for ever c^uiiclaim- 
ed, andijo by these presents remiss, release, and forever^ quitclaim unto 
the said C. U. his heirs and assigns for ever {Here insert the premi- 
• t£S.) To have and to hold the same, together with all' the privileges 
and appurtenances thereunto belonging, to him the said C. D. bis hfiirs 
and assigns for ever. 
In iffitness, Sfc. 

Mortgage Deed. 

Know' all men by these presents, that I, A. B. of, &c. in considera- 
tion of the sum of paid to me by C. D, of, &«. the receipt 
whereof I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, bai^ain, sell 
and convey, unto the said C. D. his heirs and assigns for ever {Here 
insert the premises.) To have and to hold the said granted and bar- 
gained premises vyith the privileges and appurtenances thereof, to the 
said 0. D. his heirs and aligns, to his and their use and behoof for ever. 
And I the said A. B. for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators, 

12* 
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do covenant with the said C. D. his heirs and assigns, that I am lawfully 
seized in fee of the premises, that they ar^ free of all incumbrances, tSiat 
I have good right to sell and convey the same to the said C. D. to hold 
as aforesaid, and that I will warrant and defend the same to the said C. 
D. his heirs and assigns for ever, against the lawful claims and demands 
of all persons. 

Provided nev&iheleas, That if I the said A. B. my heirs executors, 
or administrators, shall well and truly pay to the said CD. his heirs, 
executors, administrators or assigns, the full and just sum of 
on or before the day of next,. (or which will be in the 

year of our Lord ) with lawful inte/est for the same until paid, 

then this deed [as also a certain bond ^or notet as the case may be) 
bearing even date with these presents, given by Qie to the said C. D. 
conditioned to pay the same sum and interest at the time aforesaid] shall 
be void ; otlierwise shall remain in full force and virtue 

in witness whereof, ^'C. 



9 

, in the 
Witnesseth, 



Lease, 

' This INDENTURE, made ' the* day of 

year of our Lord one tboosand ei^ht hundred and 
That - do hereby lease, demise, and let unto 
{Here describe the premises to be leased) 

To hold for the term of from the day of yielding 

and paying therefor the rent of And the said Lessee do prom- 

ise to pay the said rent in and to quit and deliver up the premises 

to tlie Lessor , or attorney, peaceably and quietly, at tile end of the 
term, io as good oirder ai^d condition, reasonable use and wearing there- 
of, fire, and other unavoidable casualties excepted, as the same now are, 
or may be put into, by the said Lessor , and to payjthe rent as above 
stated, and all taxes and duties levied, or to be levied thereon, during 
the term, and also the rent and taxes as above stated, for such further 
time as Uie Lessee may hold the same, and not mstke or suffer any 
waste thereof; nor lease, nor underlet, nor permit any other person or 
persons to occupy or improve the same, nor make or suffer to be made, 
any alteration therein, but with the approbation of the Lessor there- 
unto in writijag, having been first obtained ; and that the Lessor mav 
enter to view, and make improvements, and to expel the Lessee , if 
he shall fail to pay the rent and taxes as aforesaid, or make or suffer 
any strip or waste thereof. 
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